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Objectives:

At the conclusion of this session, the students should be able to:

Objective 18.1
Describe the household composition patterns present in a given 



              local community and analyze the implications of local household patterns for emergency response

Objective 18.2
Develop strategies for reaching high-risk households, including 





renters, with emergency and disaster information and programs

Objective 18.3
Develop strategies to protect, assist, and utilize effectively family 


ties and strengths in emergency and disaster response.

Scope:


Identification of household and family composition in a local community, discussion of the implications, and development of strategies for reaching high-risk households.

This is the second of two sessions on households and families.

Suggested Readings:  No additional readings [see Session 17].


General Requirements:  Briefly review session objectives [Slide 2]
Objective 18.1
Describe the household composition patterns in a given local 

                             community and analyze the implications of local household      

                             patterns  for emergency response

Remarks:

 I.
What have you learned about the composition of households in your community?

A. Go over student assignment from Session 17

II.
Invite a panel of disaster responders from local agencies (such as Alliance for Aging, Catholic Charities, immigration services, emergency management) to discuss the types of households they deal with


A.  Class discussion with panel

1.   What does the fact that these kinds of households exist in a community mean to an emergency manager? 

2.  What are the implications for all responders?

Objective 18.2  Develop strategies for reaching high-risk households, including 

                           renters, with emergency and disaster information and programs

Remarks:

I. 
What are some ways in which emergency managers can reach high-risk households with information?  

Note: This discussion will pull together material from past sessions related to specific vulnerable groups.


A.  Some possibilities: [Slide 3]

1. Distribute free pamphlets and materials in public places, such as schools and supermarkets

2. Make full use of the public media, including ethnic radio stations

3. Place information in local newsletters and tabloids

4. Work with community agencies and organizations

5. Develop materials targeting special needs, such as large print pamphlets, materials in appropriate languages, materials in appropriate reading levels

B.  Others?

 II. 
What can be done to assist renters? [Slide 4]


A.  
Some possibilities:

1. Promote community land use planning that protects affordable rental housing

2. Develop local ordinances regarding landlord responsibilities

3. Plan targeted hazard educational campaigns

4. Develop mitigation programs targeting landlords and renters 

5. Have campaign to promote renters’ insurance

6. Develop disaster plans that anticipate that many renters are likely to be homeless after a major event 

B.
Others?

Objective 18.3  Develop strategies to protect, assist, and utilize effectively family ties 

                           and strengths in emergency and disaster response

Remarks:

I. 
Brainstorm with class and panel about the practical implications for emergency managers of thinking specifically about families as units (both within and across households)

       What are some ways in which community emergency and disaster response can be planned to protect, assist and effectively utilize family ties and strengths? 

A.  Some possibilities: [Slide 5]

1. Help return schools and childcare programs back into operation as quickly as possible

· Schools may be needed as shelters during the event but should be avoided as temporary housing in the aftermath

· Children will be bored and parents stressed. It’s important to get them back in school and childcare as quickly as possible

· Informal childcare operators, such as family caregivers, provide a valuable service that needs support in order to get parents back to work, keep children safe, etc.

2. Give high priority to parks and recreational programs

3. Expand the definition of family or household to include culturally diverse models when designing assistance programs

4. Keep family and social groups together when assigning shelter space or temporary housing

5. Provide outreach social services, including family retreats, during long recovery periods

6. Facilitate family communication channels during the crisis period (telephones, email, etc.)

7. Anticipate and plan for increased need for family services, including counseling services, teen programs, child abuse caseworkers, and domestic violence shelters. 

Note: The next two sessions include discussion of a family violence, a specific issue related to families and disaster response.

B.   Others?

Supplementary Considerations: none

Student Assignments:  none

Study Questions:

1.  What are some types of households likely to be found in: 


a.  
Rural communities


b.
Coastal communities


c.
Industrial cities

2.  What can a community do to assist renters to mitigate and respond to disasters?

3.  Describe 5 things emergency managers and responders can do to help families cope?

Final Exam Questions:

1.
List 3 types of high risk households and design programs and policies to assist them to recover from a disaster.

2.     Plan an entire section of a Disaster Management Plan dealing with assistance to families.
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