




  SESSION 17 HANDOUT B
Characteristics of Disaster-Resilient Families

Within any community some families will be better able to mitigate, prepare for, experience, and recover from hazards. The disaster resilience of any given community depends in large part on the extent to which it is inhabited by families who meet the following criteria:
· Well-informed about hazards

· Mitigation initiatives in place 

· Stable family and/or social networks

· Well integrated into the community

· High ratio of productive adults to dependents

· Relative gender equality and sharing of household tasks

· Sound economic base

· Strong emotional base, illustrated by:

· Commitment

· Mutual appreciation and respect

· Close communication

· Frequent time together

· Effective coping abilities

· Non-violent conflict management skills
Developed by Betty Hearn Morrow based on the work of Robert Bolin, Patricia Trainer, Brenda Phillips, Maureen Fordham, Karen Davis, Morton Ender, N. Stinson, J. DeFrain, Raymond Wiest, Elaine Enarson, Henry Quarantelli, Thomas Drabek, Lewis Killian, Morten Ender, Alice Fothergill, and Reuben Hill.
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