SESSION 12

Elaine Enarson

Course Title:     A Social Vulnerability Approach to Disasters

Session 12:        Gender and Disaster Vulnerability II



   [2 of 2 Sessions]
                                                          Time:  1 hour
Objectives:

At the conclusion of this session, the students should be able to:

Objective 12.1
Compare gender vulnerability in the US with other cultures  

Objective 12.2
Review and assess recommendations for action steps toward gender equity in emergency management 

Scope:

This is the second of a two-part session on gender. It encourages students to see the experiences of women and men in the US in broader context, with attention to varying patterns of gender-based vulnerability. The session also fosters critical discussion of recommendations for action to mainstream gender equity concerns, drawing on experts from around the world and from the US. 

Suggested Readings:

Instructor readings:

See Session 11. The instructor may also want to review international readings cited under Supplementary Considerations in Session 11 (e.g. Fernando and Fernando 1997 and Walker 1994) and bring some of this material to the class discussion.

Student readings:

One or more sets of action recommendations from international conferences held in Vancouver, BC (1998), Miami, FL (2000), and Ankara, Turkey (2001). The proceedings are available through the Gender and Disaster Network:  http://online.northumbria.ac.uk/geography_research/gdn/.  
[Note: Students can be asked to read from one to three of these sets of recommendations.] 

General Requirements:  Briefly review session objectives [Slide 1]
Objective 12.1
Compare gender vulnerability in the US with other cultures  

Requirements:

Divide students up into groups based on which set of conference recommendations they reviewed. These could be assigned in advance to balance out the groups. Alternatively, all students could be asked to read the same document.

For the first half of the class period, each group should refer closely to their readings to draw up and record a list of gender-based vulnerabilities and capacities, considering the question “How do gender relations make a difference in this disaster context?”

The subsequent open classroom discussion should utilize these lists to analyze general patterns of differences and commonalities in the relevance of gender to risk and disaster, drawing on readings from the preceding session.

Note: Reserve a minimum of 15 minutes for Objective 12.2.

Remarks:  none

Objective 12.2
Review and assess recommendations for action steps toward gender equity in emergency management 

Requirements:

Use the last section of the session to draw out the practical implications of these global and US patterns, based on student readings and discussion from this session and the one preceding.

Brainstorm and record on the board a student-generated list of the “top ten” action steps likely to  promote gender equity  in emergency management. The assignment can direct student attention to international action strategies or, at the instructor’s discretion, focus more narrowly on action steps in the US. 

Alternative:  The instructor might to meet this objective instead by inviting a guest speaker from the local emergency management community to address the class in the last half of the session. In this case, it is important to ensure that the speaker is experienced, knowledgeable about the course material covered in the preceding session,  and an advocate of more equitable gender relations in emergency management.  

Remarks: none

Supplementary Considerations: none 

Study Questions:

1. What are concrete examples from these gatherings of gender and disaster specialists  which demonstrate how women and men experience disasters differently?

2. What are some ways that women respond differently to risk in and outside the US, based on these observations ?   

Final Exam Questions:

1. How does the gendered division of labor appear to affect the vulnerability of women and men to local hazards? Your answers should include two specific examples.

2. Write a 2-page essay making the case for three significant steps which, in your view, can and should be taken in the US to promote more gender-fair approaches to risk and disaster. Your answer should clearly identify the issue/problem, the level of change you are addressing (personal/ organizational/institutional/cultural), and the obstacles you anticipate to these changes. 
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