SESSION 11 HANDOUT B
Gender and Disaster Patterns in the US

Adapted from Alice Fothergill, “Gender, Risk, and Disaster.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 14 (1): 33-56. 

Exposure to risk

· Women are disproportionately exposed to poverty with the attendant risks of dangerous shelter (e.g., trailer homes), neighborhood contaminants (e.g., hazardous facilities on reservations and in other low-income communities),  inadequate access to proper nutrition and health care, and other everyday realities which increase the vulnerability of low-income Americans; 

· Women’s roles as primary family caregivers may expose them to harm as they strive to protect others.

Risk perception

· Gender norms foster more “risk taking” among men and “risk avoidance” among women, with implications for preparedness and safety in disasters; 
· Women express higher levels of concern than men, on balance, about environmental hazards likely to affect their families.
Preparedness Behavior

· Women seek out information about hazards;

· Men prepare the external household areas while women prepare family members;

· Women volunteer more for local preparedness programs, e.g. in schools;

· Women are more likely than men to take part in community organizations addressing local environmental or technological hazards.  

Warning Communication and Response

· Women’s networks provide them with more information and warnings;

· Emergency warnings from local disaster managers are more likely to be found credible by women than by men, and women are more likely to act upon them;  

· More men than women are found to disregard evacuation orders; women with children evacuate earlier than men.  

Physical Impacts
· Unlike developing countries, in the US more men than women die in weather-related incidents, including lightning;

· Physical impacts include damage to shelters and law enforcement systems providing reduced service to abused women though increased calls for assistance are often reported after disasters.

Psychological Impacts

· Some studies indicate that women and girls express more mental health problems while men are more likely to suffer the effects of substance abuse;

· Caregiver responsibilities expand and may magnify women’s psychological distress; 

· Men more than women tend to express anxiety at the perceived loss of the economic provider role.

Emergency Response

· Women with children are the least likely to help others outside the family; men are more likely to assist strangers, e.g. through search and rescue efforts;
· Women offer more sustained emotional support to disaster victims, e.g. as volunteers and within the family; 
· Women are more likely to warn others and to assist in long-term recovery, e.g. as crisis workers and human service professionals; 
· Men more often than women hold leadership roles in established economic and political organizations responding to disaster and are highly visible in male-dominated “first responder” occupations.
Recovery

· Women more often than men tend to receive assistance from family members;

· Women are more likely than men to seek help over the long-term from outside agencies.
Reconstruction

· Men have more access than women to paid reconstruction jobs;
· Women are likely to remain in temporary accommodations longer than men;
· More male- than female-headed businesses receive SBA disaster recovery loans.
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