SESSION  11 HANDOUT A
Patterns of Social Vulnerability: Women in the United States

Women’s status in today’s society is complex. The coping skills honed by women in these living conditions are important resources in emergencies and disasters of all kinds.  

· Among the very old (75 or older), 34 percent of women (vs. 24% of men) have mobility or self-care limitations. Women of all ages are more likely to suffer from chronic illnesses. 
· As women live longer than men (an average of 7 years longer) and tend to marry older men, they are more likely than men to be widowed. Nearly half of elderly women (vs. 14% of elderly men) are widows.

· Women increasingly live alone late in life. The proportion of women over 75 who live alone increased from about a third (37% ) in 1970 to over half (52%) in 1994.  The number of women living alone in 1998 was double that in 1970. 

· Older women live alone far more often than men; eight in ten of the non-institutionalized elderly who lived alone in 1993 were women.

· Three out of four nursing home residents are women. Elderly home health care patients are predominantly female (75% in 1995).

· A quarter of American women (25%) over 15 in 2000 never married. 

· Women increasingly head households on their own. The number of households headed by women grew from 2 in 10 in 1970 to 3 in l0 in 1998. Nearly half (48%) of all Black families are headed by women, and 14% of non-Black families.

· African-American women are more likely than Anglo women to head complex households containing more than one generation. 

· Women dominate among those who need care and those who provide it. The typical caregiver is described in a recent study as an employed, 46-year old women who spend 18 hours a week caring for her nearby mother. The typical care recipient is a chronically-ill women who is 77 years old and lives alone.
· Sixty percent of all women over 16 were in the labor force in 1999, with higher rates among African American women. The proportion of employed women grew from 30% in 1950 to 57% in 1990.  By 2008, women are projected to comprise nearly half (48 %) of the US labor force.
· Over half (51) of married couples with children in 1998 were both employed outside the home. This figure is higher when cohabitating couples and those without children are included.
· Most American women were full time (75% in 1999) while 25% work part time. Sixty percent of mothers with children under the age of 3 are employed in 1999.  A record high proportion (59%) of women with infants less than one year are now in the labor force, almost double the 31% rate of l976. 

· Women now own 35% of all firms with employees in the US, but most are in service and retail sectors and 42% reported before-tax profits in 1992 of under $10,000. 
· Half of all women-owned businesses in 1992 were home-based; women are substantially more likely than men who own home businesses to use the premises to produce goods and services. 

· In 1999, 2.9 million women were employed as contingent  workers with less secure status and lower pay as independent contractors, on-call workers, temporary helpers, and workers provided by contract firms. 

· Women continue to earn  substantially less (23 percent less) than men, comparing only women and men holding full-time, year-round jobs. Adult women working year-round, full-time in 1993 earned a median of $21,747. Anglo women hold jobs paying higher wages than African American women and Latinas. 

· Of full-time, year-round workers in 1999, 18.5 percent of men, compared with 9.3 percent of women, earned  between $50, 000 and $74,999.  Nearly twice as many women as men (14 % vs.  8.4 percent)  earned between $15,000 and $19,999.

· Median income for rural women over 60 living alone was less than half ($6,238) than that for men ($13,851) in 1990. 

· Financially, women-headed households are worse off. Over one in 4 of households headed by women lived below the poverty line in 1999, compared with 11 percent (one in ten) of households headed by men with no spouse present.  Nearly half (46%) of all female-headed families which included children were poor in 1993, compared with  23% of those headed by men.

· Old women are disproportionately poor. Among women older than 65, 1l. 8 percent (vs. 6.9 % of men of their age) lived in poverty in 1999.

· Women and children are 2/3 of all legal immigrants to the US today. 

· The college education gender gap is closing, but in 2000 slightly fewer women (24%) than men (28%) earned bachelor’s degrees, and the gap increases at higher educational levels.

· In 2000, women heading households were less likely (47.4%) than men (57.6) to live on homes they owned and correspondingly more likely to be renters (52.6% of women heading households).   

· One in 12 women (vs. 1 in 45 men) has experienced stalking.  Seventy-eight percent of stalking victims are women; 80% of those women stalked by former husbands are physically assaulted by them. 

· In 1996, approximately 1,800 murders were attributed to intimates; among these, nearly three of four had a female victim.

Sources: US Census Bureau (March, 2000);  US Census Bureau (Statistical Brief: Women in the US: A Profile (995); US Census Bureau (Women’s History Month, 200l); Diane Dispel and William Frey, Special Report on American Maturity (American Demographics, March 1993) citing census data; US Department of Justice; National Crime Victimization Survey;  Centers for Disease Control/National Center for Health Statistics US Department of Labor/Women’s Bureau (Facts on Working Women, 1998; 20 Facts on Working Women, 2000). 
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