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Objectives: 


				At the conclusion of this session, students should be able to:





				7.1	Identify the names of seven alternative theoretical approaches to the study of disasters





				7.2	Describe briefly the central theme of each of the seven approaches





				7.3	Identify one representative scholar for each of the seven approaches





				7.4	Identify one research question reflective of each of these seven approaches





				7.5	Describe at least three examples of emergent behavior that has been documented in disaster studies





�





Scope


				This session introduces students to seven alternative theoretical approaches that have been proposed to guide research on disasters. This only is a survey, with the purpose to make them aware that there are alternative theoretical perspectives, not to go into detail on any one approach.
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Requirements


				The professor must view this session as a bridge between this course and one in sociological theory. The details of each perspective are to be avoided, rather the point is to make students aware of different perspectives that have guided researchers to ask different types of research question. A list of the perspectives, key terms, and representative scholars could be outlined on the chalkboard.
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Remarks


				The key to making this session successful is not to get caught up in any one perspective or its jargon. Rather, by introducing a quick survey of these seven orientations, students will attain a sense of the role of theory in framing research questions.





Supplemental


Considerations





Alternative Theoretical


Approaches


				1.	Symbolic Interactionism � E.L. Quarantelli





					A.	Key theme: understand the actor’s definition of the situation





					B.	Illustrative research question: When people are fleeing from a flood threatened area, what emergent images of risk and fear do they have?





				2.	Collective Stress Situations � Allen H. Barton





					A.	Key theme: “A collective stress occurs when many members of a social system fail to receive expected conditions of life from the system.” (Barton 1969, p. 38). Internal sources include riots, civil wars, strikes; external sources include attacks from other societies, large unfavorable changes in the environment such as floods or earthquakes.





					B.	Illustrative research question: When a community experiences a flood (collective stress), what new forms of family stress will evolve during the response?
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				3.	Structural Analysis � Gary A. Kreps





					A.	Key theme: understand the elemental structuring and restructuring that occurs during disaster responses. Kreps introduced a four element code for analysis: domains (D), tasks (T), human and material resources (R) and activities (A)





					B.	Illustrative research question: When a community experiences a flood, what types of structures will emerge to improve interagency coordination?





				4.	Critical Theory � Wolf R. Dombrowsky





					A.	Key theme: “. . . every disaster indicates a collision between planned and intended actions with unplanned and unintended side�effects.” (Dombrowsky 1987, pp. 346�347)





					B.	Illustrative research question: When homes are flooded because a dam broke, who had financial gains when the flood prone property was developed?





				5.	Social Constructionism � Robert A. Stallings





					A.	Key theme: Images of risk for all hazards, like earthquakes, are social constructions. The creation of these social images and the actors and mechanisms involved in doing so should be the focus of sociological research.





					B.	Illustrative research question: Who are the “claims�makers” that have promoted the risk of flooding?





				6.	General Ecology � Frederick L. Bates and Carlo Pelanda





					A.	Key theme: “In the long run, those systems that use short�range adaptive strategies to high probability vulnerabilities will expose themselves to long�range, low�probability events and will experience disasters.” (Bates and Pelanda 1994, p. 156)





					B.	Illustrative research question: How does continual expansion of building on flood prone lands create long�range vulnerability?





				7.	Collective Behavior � Dennis E. Wenger





					A.	Key theme: “Traditionally, students of collective behavior have been concerned with examining nontraditional, noninstitutional or emergent social behavior” (Wenger 1987, p. 214). Examples include crowds, riots, and social movements like the civil rights movement.





					B.	Illustrative research question: After a flood has impacted a community, what different types of people converge to the damage area? Note: use this question to introduce the five types of convergees listed by Wenger (p. 226), based on Fritz and Mathewson (1957): (1) the returnees, (2) the anxious, (3) the helpers, (4) the curious, (5) the exploiters. This will provide a concrete example for students regarding this point.





Emergent Behavior


				See Wenger 1987, pp. 224�233





				1.	Mass behavior: panic, convergence, and evacuation behavior





				2.	Communication: rumor and warning





				3.	Nature of crises: crisis management mechanisms and blame





				4.	Crowd processes: altruism, emergence and looting





Teaching Tip


				Emphasize to students that this is a broad survey of different approaches. As the course proceeds, many of these approaches and topics will be revisited and examined in more depth. The point here is to be aware that there are differing orientations that have guided various researchers to focus on certain questions and ignore others.
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