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Objectives: 


				At the conclusion of this session, students should be able to:





				3.1	Describe and differentiate among units of analysis





				3.2	Describe and define the disaster life cycle





				3.3	Discuss at least three contributions that disaster research has made to sociological theory





				3.4	Discuss at least two contributions that disaster research has made to application, i.e., the practice of emergency management
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Scope	


				Introduction to the concepts of “units of analysis” and “disaster life cycle”; specification of typical contributions to sociological theory and application.





References


				1.	Professor (Related Background Readings): Russell R. Dynes and Thomas E. Drabek. 1994. “The Structure of Disaster Research: Its Policy and Disciplinary Implications.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 12:5�23.





				2.	Student: Gregg Dawson. 1993. “A Comparison of Research and Practice: A Practitioner’s View.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 11:55�62.


�
Requirements


				Professor should review the article by Dynes and Drabek (1994) and Dawson (1993) so as to expand awareness of the payoffs of disaster research for sociological theory and application.





				A typology can be revealed on the chalkboard by cross�tabulation of the “units of analysis” by “the disaster life cycle”.





Remarks	


				Emphasize that disaster researchers examine a wide ranging set of issues and questions. These two concepts serve as useful organizing devices that impose order on the field.





				Introduce the practitioner side by an illustration of the difference between researchers who study basic physics and engineers who construct bridges or airplanes. By analogy, sociologists are akin to physicists whereas a newly emerging professional��the emergency manager��is the engineer.





Supplemental


Considerations





Units of Analysis


				What social systems do sociologists study?





				1.	Individuals





				2.	Groups





				3.	Organizations





				4.	Communities





				5.	Societies





				6.	International systems


�
Disaster Life


 Cycle		


				What four phases define the life cycle of disasters?





				1.	Preparedness





				2.	Response





				3.	Recovery





				4.	Mitigation





Research


 Matrix	


				Sociology of Disaster Research Matrix
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�
Contributions


 of Theory


				Sociological Theory Contributions





				1.	Individual stress and altruism





				2.	Family Protective functions





				3.	Interagency coordination





				4.	Community responses to crisis





				5.	Societal risk communication and regulation





Applications


 to Practice


				1.	All�Hazards Emergency Management. Explain how the life cycle phases of disaster form the four functions of All�Hazards Emergency Management.





				2.	Multihazard policy and philosophy.





				3.	Research applications to warning and evacuation.





				4.	Review Dawson (1993) with class discussion questions.





					A.	What sources does Dawson identify that molded his early perceptions of disaster behavior?





					B.	What is Dawson’s professional experience base in emergency management?





					C.	What behavioral principles pertaining to warning and evacuation from disaster research does Dawson validate through his personal emergency management experience?





�
Teaching Tips


				The “Sociology of Disaster Research matrix” can be developed on the chalkboard while each dimension is discussed and be reinforced with a display handout to students.





				As an in class assignment through discussion and/or completion for homework, have students formulate one research question for several or all of the cells in the matrix. For example, the “individual � preparedness” cell: “What disaster warning sources do people think they will get information from prior to a hurricane (tornado, flood, etc.)?
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