Session 6: Surveying the Emergency Management Literature
Instructor Guide


Session No. 6

Session Title:
Surveying the Emergency Mangement Literature

Time:

3 hours

Objectives
By the end of this session, the student should be familiar with—

6.1 Academic and trade journals devoted to various aspects of emergency management.

6.2 Agencies and organizations useful for emergency management literature reviews.

6.3 Their own library’s holdings of journals and other publications dealing with emergency management, as well as services for interlibrary loans (this should be given as an assignment before the session).

Scope
Emergency management, as a field of research and scholarly endeavor, is relatively new and evolving rapidly.  There are a number of well established journals devoted to the subject which students should know about.  There are other journals, which carry some articles of interest to the student of emergency management.  Also, there are a number of university research institutes (e.g., the Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado) which conduct excellent R&D and publish their results via a series of technical reports.  Probably the best single resource for searching emergency management and disaster literature is the Internet.  Many organizations, government, non-profit and commercial, provide excellent information on a wide variety of pertinent topics which can be accessed via the Internet.  Proceedings of emergency management conferences are a further source of reading material; these are found by the student, most easily either in the library or on the Internet.

A number of agencies and organizations are also excellent resources for conducting literature reviews.  Probably the single best source is the “Virtual Library” maintained by FEMA.  This is covered in detail in the next session (“Internet Resources”). 

Readings

none
Remarks

Objective 6.1.
Academic and trade journals devoted to various aspects of emergency management.

Journals with Emergency Management Content

Type


Name

Directed Related to Emergency Management

Trade Periodicals

Public Administration

& Management

Behavioral Science

Other Technical Areas 
Australian Journal of Emergency Management 

Disasters (UK)

Disaster Prevention and Management (UK)

Emergency Planning

The Environmental Professional

International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters

Industrial and Environmental Crisis Quarterly 

Journal of Hazardous Materials

Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management 

Natural Hazards

Stop Disasters (United Nations)

Disaster Recovery Journal

Hazard Technology (published by EIS, for subscription call 1-800-999-5009)

Journal of the American Planning Association 

Journal of Community Practice

Journal of Management Studies

Public Administration Review

American Behavioral Scientist,

Journal of Applied Sociology

Journal of Communication

Environmental Management

Journal of Emergency Medical Services

GIS World

National Fire & Rescue

Risk Analysis



Objective 6.2.
Agencies and organizations useful for emergency management literature reviews.

Agencies and Organizations Useful for Emergency

Management Literature Reviews

Name
Type of Organization 


Availability of Publications

U.S.  Fire Administration

(part of FEMA)
Federal agency which supports fire services in the U.S. through training, R&D, and other services
USFA’s Automated Publications Ordering Line: (301) 447-1660.

Many publications available on-line through FEMA’s Virtual Library.

Learning Resources Center provides on-line catalog and inter-library loan services.  Most documents relate to the fire service.  Internet site: http://www.usfa.fema.gov/lrc/lrc.htm

Argonne National Laboratory 
U.S. national laboratory, part of the U.S. Department of Energy. 

The Emergency Management Group—

· develops  and evaluates emergency management plans and programs

· conducts training

· develops information management systems and decision support tools for emergency managers.


Hosts the Hazardous Materials Information Exchange.

A very useful publication is available online, Guidance for Evaluation of Operational Emergency Plans.

See Internet site:

http://www.dis.anl.gov/disweb/eptt



Agencies and Organizations Useful for Emergency

Management Literature Reviews (cont.)

Name
Type of Organization 


Availability of Publications

Emergency Information Infrastructure Partnership (EIIP)
A voluntary association of organizations and individuals, seeking to enhance their effectiveness in coping with disasters and emergency situations by communicating via electronic technology.


User submitted documents available for four phases of emergency management as well as general documents.

Newsletter available either by mail or on-line (for subscription information see Internet site: http://www.emforum.org/eiip/news.htm)



Disaster -Research Center
Research center located at the University of Delaware. Engages in a variety of social science research projects on group and organizational aspects of disasters. 


Has a substantial publications list available for sale as well as some reports available on-line.

Internet site:  http://www.udel.edu/DRC/


Natural Hazards Center
Research center located at the University of Colorado
Publishes the Natural Hazards Observer, as well as numerous monographs, working papers, bibliographies, and special reports.  Publishes Disaster Research and maintains an Internet site: http://www.colorado.edu/hazards


Interactive Activity
Objective 6.3.
University or college library holdings related to emergency management.

This class might be held in your university’s library with the main activity to check holdings and services helpful in conducting a literature review of the emergency management literature.  Whether the class is held at the library or in the regular classroom, students should be given the assignment to locate some of the journals listed above, in the first table of this session, and to identify other journals, as well as books dealing with emergency management.

If your classroom is equipped with a connection to the Internet, then accessing some of the sites shown in this session is a good activity. 

Additional Information

The two tables below contain related information from two sources on the Internet.  Both tables contain data about the cost of hurricanes (insured loss and relief costs, respectively).  This can be used as an example of how to synthesize information derived from a literature review. 

Ten Worst Insured Losses in the U.S. (Hurricanes)

Month/Year
Place
Hurricane
Estimate Insured Loss

August 1992
FL, LA, MS
Andrew
$15,500,000,000

September 1989
PR, GA, SC, NC, VA
Hugo
4,200,000,000

October 1995
AL, FL, GA, NC, SC, TN
Opal
2,100,000,000

September 1996
NC,SC,VA,MD,

WV,PA,OH
Fran
1,600,000,000

September 1992
Kauai & Oahu, HI
Iniki
1,600,000,000

September 1979
MS, AL, FL, LA, TN, KY, WV, OH, PA, NY
Frederic
752,510,000

August 1983
TX
Alicia
675,520,000

August 1991
NC, NY, CT, RI, MA, ME
Bob
620,000,000

August 1985
FL, AL, MS, LA
Elena
543,000,000

September 1965
FL, MS, AL
Betsy
515,000,000

Internet site: http://www.iii.org/media/HURRICAN.HTM#us
Ten Hurricane Disasters Ranked by FEMA Relief Costs

Year
Place
Hurricane
Relief Costs

1992
FL, MS
Andrew
$1,803,000,000

1989
PR,  SC, NC, VI
Hugo
1,320,000,000

1995
PR, VI
Marilyn
542,500,000

1996
NC, SC, VA, MD, WV, PA
Fran
496,000,000

1996
PR
Hortense
250,600,000

1992
HI
Iniki
238,800,000

1979
AL, FL, MS
Frederic
225,600,000

1995
AL, FL, GA
Opal
179,000,000

1969
AL, LA, MS, VA, WVA
Camille
99,000,000

1979
PR, VI
David
97,000,000

Internet site: http://www.fema.gov/hu_arch/top10hu.htm

On-Line Journals Accessible from

the EIIP Internet Site
http://www.emforum.org/vlibrary/pubs.htm

Natural Hazards Observer

Disaster Research Newsletter

International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters

Disaster Recovery Journal

National Fire & Rescue
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