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Time:  1 hour
Objectives:

Background

Scope:
This class will be presented by a guest speaker from the local American Red Cross Chapter Disaster Services.  The speaker should be prepared in advance by the instructor of the nature of this course, the number of students, and the course topics discussed in preceding class sessions.  Since students will have had advanced reading about the American Red Cross organization, the speaker should be asked to focus the discussion on Objective 25.5, and specifically, a REALISTIC appraisal of the validation of the CDE course content, its impact on the community served by the local chapter, and how the Red Cross evaluates the success/failure of the CDE program.  Make the speaker aware that the immediately preceding class was devoted to a discussion of the 12 steps of the Red Cross CDE program.

Notes

Note to Instructor:

· Contacting the local Red Cross Chapter
The instructor may locate the local chapter of the American Red Cross in the business white pages of the local telephone directory under, “American Red Cross.”  Request to speak with the “Disaster or Emergency Services Director.”  

Since not every locality has an American Red Cross chapter, the instructor may have to contact a local chapter in a neighboring community.  To find the chapter serving your area (if not listed in the telephone directory), go to http://www.redcross.org and click on “Your Local Red Cross.”  Enter your postal zip code, and you will be provided information on the chapter to contact for your area.  This chapter may be located in a neighboring community or large city that covers your area.

· Reference reading material
Prior to this class session, the instructor should access basic information considered in objectives 25.1-25.4 via the American Red Cross Internet Web site.  This should be included as either a handout for those students without Internet access, or made available to them as a Web site reference at the following internet address:

http://www.redcross.org

References:

Specific topical Web site links describing the mission, early years, relief efforts, and services of the Red Cross should be reviewed as readings for this class.

These readings should include the following topics:
· A brief history of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and the founding of the American Red Cross.

Notes

· The differences between the International Federation of Red Cross/Red Crescent Societies, and the American Red Cross.

· At least four major American Red Cross services.

· The various aspects of the American Red Cross Disaster Services.

Remarks:
Students should be prepared with three questions they would pose to the speaker.  These are to be written on index cards and presented to the instructor prior to the beginning of this class.  The instructor should preview and group questions into categories, to be posed to the Red Cross speaker during the discussion period.
Introduction

· The speaker should introduce himself/herself, and briefly explain where his/her office is and the area covered by this office.  The speaker also should include the following information in his/her 35-40 minute presentation, while leaving time for questions and comments.

Community Disaster Education Activities

· Ask the speaker to discuss the local chapter’s involvement with the CDE program.  If there isn’t much CDE being done by the local chapter, ask why not?  Engage the speaker with the following possible explanations:
· Are there enough volunteers to teach these programs? 

· Is there a lack of community interest?  

· Does the speaker believe that the local community doesn’t perceive preparedness to be of much relevance?

· Are there trained CDE presenters in the local chapter?

Notes

· If there is an active CDE program, ask the speaker to describe the goals of the program and how the accomplishment of these goals is being measured.

· Inquire as to how the CDE classes are scheduled, and if they are well attended.  Ask the speaker to give a sense of the success/failure of CDE training in influencing community preparedness activities.

· Try to find out what problems have been encountered in offering these classes and how these were overcome.

Case histories

· Ask the speaker to briefly describe situations, if possible, in which CDE training was employed, and the outcomes of those situations.

Research

· Inquire as to the evaluation of the CDE program, both in terms of its content and tracking its effectiveness in actual disaster incidents. 

· Remind the class that this type of research is difficult to conduct for several reasons.  

First, it requires the training agency to keep a current roster of individuals who have received the training.  Second, in many cases disaster preparedness education takes place at a single point in time, with a long interval following the training until it is “called to action.”

At the conclusion of this class, students will be able to:





25.1	Present a brief history of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and the founding of the American Red Cross.





25.2	Identify the differences between the International Federation of Red Cross/Red Crescent Societies, and the American Red Cross.





25.3	Describe at least four major American Red Cross service areas.





25.4	Identify the various aspects of the American Red Cross Disaster Services.





25.5	Discuss the role of the local Red Cross Chapter and its involvement with Community Disaster Education.
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