
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This guide is designed to assist the instructor with preparation for teaching the Individual and Community Disaster Preparedness Education Course.  

· The guide is organized into seven sections:

I. Introduction to Disaster Preparedness:  An introduction to the course followed by sessions that explore the students’ level of disaster preparedness through class activities and case studies.

II. Governmental Responses to Disasters:  Examines governmental decision making concerning disaster hazard risks, the governmental structure for planning for and responding to disasters, and how the local emergency management agency is addressing the need for community disaster preparedness programs.

III. 
Citizen Perception of Disasters:  Explores how citizens perceive and deny disaster hazard risks and addresses some commonly held misconceptions about how people behave in disaster situations, both as social groups and as individuals.

IV. 
General Approach to Disaster Preparedness Education:  This section deals with the basic principles of community organization, and the concepts involved  in identifying various segments of a community.  Different groups of the population may have different resources and vulnerabilities when it comes to the impact of disasters, and these differences are highlighted for disaster preparedness education programs.

V. Model Preparedness Education Programs:  Several successful and longstanding programs are highlighted in this section as examples of how to approach the issue of delivering community disaster preparedness education.

VI. 
Program Planning for Community Disaster Preparedness Education:  This  section of the course addresses specific concepts of changing human behavior and overcoming disaster denial, both key issues in disaster preparedness programs.  Additional consideration is given to the identification of hard to reach populations within a community, and how to develop an approach to include them in a community-wide preparedness initiative.  A discussion of building public-private coalitions, with case study examples is also included.

VII. Teaching Materials and Education Techniques:  This final section of the course explores the many types of educational materials and approaches available to community disaster preparedness educators.  Specific attention is paid to the principles of adult education and teaching techniques.  The session closes with a discussion of the importance of comprehensive evaluation of disaster education programs.

· Class sessions within each section of the guide adhere to the following format:

1. Class title and time duration:  Both the session title and the projected time to present the material are listed at the top of each session’s cover page.

2. Objectives:  The objectives for a given session are numbered to reference the class (i.e., objective 4.4 is the fourth objective of session 4), bolded and presented in a box under the session title.

3. Scope:  The scope describes the main thrust of the session.

4. References:  References are listed for both the instructor and the students.  To provide the instructor with a broader base of information to call upon when presenting the class, more readings typically are listed for the instructor.  A complete list of references used in this course is included at the end of the instructor guide in a bibliography section.

Many of the materials referenced may be found in conventional university libraries or through inter-library loans.  Others are available through the Learning Resource Center  (LRC) of FEMA’s National Emergency Training Center.  The LRC may be accessed via email at LRC@fema.gov.

5. Note to Instructor:  This section presents special tips for the instructor to consider in preparing or delivering the session material.

6. Remarks:  The main body of material for the instructor to refer to in building the discussions and presentations for each class session.  These are identified and numbered to correlate with each of the session’s objectives.

7. Bullet symbols:  Specific teaching points under each objective are set off with bullets. These might represent statements you might want to make, or an action to take.

8. Italics:  Italicized text represents supporting information.

9. Boxes:  Text that pertain to examples, lists of facts, definitions, surveys, or questionnaires are boxed.

10. Appendix:  Some class sessions will include specific questionnaires, surveys, inventories, tables, or graphics.  These will be found as appendices attached at the end of their respective sessions.

This organization permits the user to cover the major areas of disaster preparedness in a logical and coherent fashion.  There is sufficient topical material included in this guide to cover a typical 15-week, three-credit course.

To accommodate most college class schedules, each class is built around a one hour (50 classroom minutes) time block.  An occasional class might be allotted two hours.  However, individual instructors should feel welcome to modify the material provided to meet their particular interests and class time parameters.  Remember, this instructor guide has been developed to assist you with the presentation of your own course.
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