Module 1-3  Understanding Myths and Realities of Disasters and the Potential Influence of HRVAs
Time
45 to 60 minutes

Objectives
For students to:

· develop an awareness of the importance of completing a vulnerability analysis and how various populations are affected dependent upon various factors;
· develop an awareness of how a lack of understanding about disasters leads people to assume potential vulnerabilities which may not reflect the reality.

Background

When HRVAs are completed it is seldom that the specific vulnerabilities to specific hazards are identified.  Emergency plans often assume that everyone will be impacted equally, and emergency response services are often provided based on incoming emergency calls instead of where the need may the greatest.  In other cases assumptions are made about who is likely to be impacted and what resources they will need without careful consideration of actual needs.
Course Content
Have students complete the self-test in Handout 1-3.  Have students watch the video “Myths and Realities” and mark their own test as they watch the video.  Then discuss each of the points and how they reinforce the need for proper pre- and post-disaster assessments and how an HRVA might have been of assistance.

Questions to ask students:
During the review of questions:

Who would you see as being vulnerable to disasters?  Would vulnerabilities change depending upon the hazard?
· Answer: While generally the very young, the elderly and poor are the most vulnerable there are many hazards which affect primarily a different population.  For example avalanches tend to mostly affect skiers who are young and of middle-incomes.

What types of damage will have the longest consequences?

· Answer: Damages to lifelines and infrastructure will have short-term impacts but long-term consequences as will severe losses to housing stock and to economic sectors.

Handouts

Handout 1-3 Self-test:  Myths and Realities of Disasters
· Allow 5 minutes for students to complete
Answers as provided by the video

	1. Disasters are random killers.
	Yes

	2. Disasters bring out the best in human behaviour.
	Yes

	3. Vaccination programs should be implemented after a major disaster.
	No

	4. After a disaster, mass hunger is inevitable.
	No

	5. Locating disaster victims in mass shelters or “tent cities” is the best plan.
	No

	6. Foreign volunteers with any medical experience are needed immediately after a disaster.
	No

	7. When it comes to international or national aid, send anything and send it immediately.
	No

	8. The effects of a disaster last for a long time.
	Yes


Suggested Readings

Students

Video:  “Myths and Realities of Disasters.” (1995). Pan-American Health Organization. 26 minutes (English and Spanish)
Faculty
Pan American Health Organization.  (Accessed January 2006). Rapid Needs Assessment <http://www.paho.org/English/dd/ped/te_rapa.htm>
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