Session No. 16

Course Title:
Principles and Practice of Hazards Mitigation

Session 16:
Conclusion

Time:
1 hour

Scope:

This last session in the course should focus on four things: (1) the collection of any remaining student work (workshop products or final plan for the community); (2) class discussion of the most important things learned in the class; (3) an instructor’s “call to action” for students to apply the knowledge they have learned wherever appropriate in their future endeavors, and; (4) student evaluation of the course and the professor.

Remarks:

Key Knowledge Gained

This session is an opportunity to receive student feedback regarding what they believe has been the most important things they have learned in the course. The instructor should lead a class discussion having students identify what they feel are the most important concepts and themes acquired through the course. The instructor could list and group ideas on the chalkboard as they are proposed by students and suggest unifying themes where appropriate. These might be summarized by the professor into three to five major themes as a way to close out this portion of the session (suggestion: think in terms of the organization of the course into sessions, and the trends and “new paradigm” points identified in Session 13).

Call to Action (suggested remarks)

Disaster management in general, and hazard mitigation in particular, has emerged as a vital, important field of practice and research, involved in the protection of people’s lives and property. The growing emphasis on hazard mitigation as the most cost effective, long-term means for reducing losses from disasters brings with it the need for more knowledge, more resources, and more people capable of implementing mitigation in our communities, states, nation, and world.

With the knowledge you have gained in this course, you are prepared, as very few are, to effect changes and apply expertise which can make a difference in the lives and fortunes of individuals, communities, and nations. In particular, if any of you go on to pursue international work—whether for the public, private, or nonprofit sectors—you should keep your knowledge of mitigation fresh in mind.

Hazard mitigation is a field which overlaps and sometimes conflicts with the goals and objectives of dozens of other public policy areas, areas where the potential for coordination with hazard mitigation often goes unrecognized. Given this relationship, you may well be able to contribute to increasing the safety and “resilience” of communities through many varied fields and professions: environmental and economic development organizations, non-profit institutions, transportation departments, social welfare agencies, land use planners, private sector businesses and real estate developers all have a stake in hazard mitigation. While some of you may be interested in a career in hazard mitigation, or emergency management, you can apply the knowledge gained in this course to any one of these fields, and to your communities and personal lives as well in considering the relative safety of the places you choose to live and work.

Course Evaluation

Colleges and universities typically have students fill out a course evaluation form at the conclusion of a course (sometimes at the midpoint as well). The instructor should review the form in advance to see that it captures the types of information which could help the instructor improve the course in the future. The instructor may wish to add some supplementary questions specific to the course or include these questions as part of the final class discussion. Be sure to gather feedback on: the amount and usefulness of the readings; the number, content and instructional value of particular assignments; the organization of the material covered; the emphasis given to various subtopics (too much, too little?); and the effectiveness of lectures, handouts, overheads, and other presentation techniques.
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