I currently serve as the Emergency Management Director for Hubbard County,  Minnesota. During my recent interview process, my county commissioners were 'pleasantly shocked' to learn that there was actually a university program in emergency management, and that I was enrolled in the graduate portion of that program and working toward a doctoral degree. 

My knowledge of the 'all hazards' approach to emergency management currently embraced by national and state agencies, as well as my working knowledge of homeland security put me 'head and shoulders' above the other candidates applying for the position. I am currently pursuing  certification as an emergency manager both in the IAEM CEM national program as well as in the required Minnesota State Emergency Manager program, and hope to complete both within one year. The material in the required courses for both certifications is familiar, thanks to well-designed courses that included much of the material on which I now have to take tests and show competency. 

Beyond the basic 'nuts and bolts' of emergency management, my educational program, with it's heavy social science orientation, affords me the ability to discuss strategic and philosophical goals in regards to preparation for and recovery from disasters and emergencies with my elected leadership. Of all the skills acquired during my time in my emergency management educational program, I'd say this skill is the least quantifiable yet ultimately most valuable. 

My education in emergency management, combined with my previous experience in the emergency management field (as an emergency services commander and evaluator) definitely put me 'a cut above' all other applicants, and raised the bar for expectations among my elected county commissioners for what a local emergency manager should and can be. 
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Director, Emergency Management 
Hubbard County 
201 Fair Avenue 
Park Rapids, MN 56470 

