University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill – Certificate Program in Community Preparedness and Disaster Management 

The Department of Health Policy and Administration in the School of Public Health at UNC-Chapel Hill has developed a professional certificate program. The Certificate Program in Community Preparedness and Disaster Management provides community leaders in public health, health services, and emergency management with the opportunity to enhance their knowledge of management systems used to prepare for, and to respond to, natural and man-made disasters, including terrorism. Four courses will be offered during 2003 covering the administrative structures of disaster management at the federal, state, and local levels; the science of disasters; methods to plan for and to analyze disasters; and planning and implementation of disaster management programs. These graduate-level courses will provide an overview of the entire disaster management system and will focus on specific issues that identify the strengths and weaknesses of the current system. Two major goals of the courses are to engage students’ creative processes to facilitate the development and refinement of systems that will work in the community, and to help develop a common conceptual understanding of the issues facing disaster management in order to produce a more coordinated, regional response to an event. Students will learn by participating and doing rather than by memorizing. 

During the year, students will spend a total of eight days on campus at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Each of the four 13-week courses will begin on campus with a one-day introductory lecture/discussion followed by eleven weeks of distance learning in the community, and concluding with a second one-day session on campus that may include case presentations, lectures or examinations. On the day following the conclusion of one course, a new course will begin with a one-day introductory lecture and discussion. Thus, students will be on-campus for two days (Friday thru Saturday) every 13 weeks.   

Courses are not training workshops designed to teach first responder skills.  Instead, they are graduate-level learning sessions designed to provide a better understanding of administrative processes and issues surrounding disaster management best practices.  A large, systems viewpoint is presented with facilitated discussion to allow students to seek ways to develop or to improve processes in their communities. Attendance by community teams is encouraged, but is not required.   

HPAA 135:  Community and Public Health Security  (Learn about local, state and federal systems) 
· Natural and Technological Disasters 
· Manmade Disasters--Terrorism 
· On-Site Leadership: Communications 
· State Organizations (1)--EOC and State Emergency Management System 
· State Organizations (2)--Health Care Response Structures: Public Health and Health Services 
· National Organization: Homeland Defense, FEMA, and other Federal Structures 

HPAA 136: Community and Public Health Disasters (Learn the science of agents and hazards) 
· Biological Agents 
· Nuclear Hazards 
· Chemical Hazards 
· Food Safety 
· Environmental Health 
· Surveillance Systems 
· Forensic Epidemiology 
· Zoological Vectors and Fomats 
· Emerging Diseases 

HPAA 137: Analytic Methods (Learn methods to assess, map, design and evaluate systems) 
· Risk Assessment 
· GIS Mapping Tools 
· Community Communications Matrix 
· Cost/Benefit Analysis 
· Program Evaluation Methods 
· Exercise Design 

HPAA 138: Planning and Implementation (Issues in planning and implementing your system) 
· Issues in Preparedness 
· Issues in Response 
· Issues in Recovery 
· Issues in Mitigation 
· Disaster Management Research Agenda 
· Virtual Table Top Exercise 

The University of North Carolina is granted accreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.  The School of Public Health is granted accredited by ACEHSA – Accrediting Commission on Education for Health Services Administration.   

For more information: 

Contact: Ms. Cara Doyle, Program Manager 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill – Certificate Program in Community Preparedness and Disaster Management 
School of Public Health, Campus Box 7411, McGavran-Greenberg Building 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27599-7411 
Phone: (919) 843-1219 
Fax: (919) 843-4980 
Email: doylec@email.unc.edu 

Additional Information:
http://disastermanagement.unc.edu 
Additional Phone: 
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