American Public University – Bachelor of Arts in Homeland Security 

The American Public University System is offering a Bachelor of Arts in Homeland Security.  The Bachelor of Arts in Homeland Security seeks the following specific leaning outcomes of its graduates.  With reference to each of the respective areas of homeland security, graduates in this degree program will be able to:

· Examine the historical and evolving concept of homeland security system of the contemporary nation-state.

· Recognize the detailed mitigation, planning, response, and recovery phases to and from a homeland security incident.

· Differentiate among the various homeland security threats, to include those that are manmade, technological, and natural.

· Discuss the strategic, operational, and tactical threats presented by chemical, nuclear, and biological agents, to include agent characteristics and delivery systems.

· Distinguish among and assess the various homeland security approaches, techniques, and processes, such as analytics indications, warnings, and forecasting.

· Explain the key administrative and command and control elements of the evolving homeland security relationships among the intelligence community; Department of Homeland Security; interagency processes, and institutions; federal, state, and local intergovernmental relations; and a comprehensive U.S. homeland security strategy.

American Public University System offers all programs entirely online.  

Degree Program Requirements:
RQ295/COL 100 Academic and Career Planning – Required as the first course in all undergraduate programs (3 semester hours)

General Education Requirements (30 semester hours) 

English Composition – 6 semester hours

EN101/ENG101 – Proficiency in Writing (3 semester hours) 

EN102/ENG102 – Effectiveness in Writing (3 semester hours) or
EN202/ENG200 – English Composition and Literature (3 semester hours)

Social and Behavioral Science – 6 semester hours

Approved course from the Social and Behavioral Science list (6 semester hours)

Science – 3 - 4 semester hours 

SC112/SCI - 190 Introduction to Environmental Science (3 semester hours)

Mathematics – 3 semester hours 

MA110/MAT110 – Introduction to College Algebra and Trigonometry (3 semester hours) or 

MA111/MAT111 – College Algebra and Trigonometry (3 semester hours) or 
MA125/MAT125 – Math for Liberal Arts Majors (3 semester hours) or 
MA 225/MAT225 – Calculus (3 semester hours)

History – 6 semester hours 

Approved courses from the History list (6 semester hours)

Humanities – 6 semester hours

Approved courses from the Humanities list (6 semester hours)

Core Courses (30 semester hours) 

CJ395/EDM220 – Emergency Planning 

GM160/HLS211 – Emergency Response to Terrorism 

GM260/HLS212 – Chemical, Biological, & Radiological Hazards

GM261/HLS213 – Weapons of Mass Destruction Incident Command

HLS498 – Senior Seminar in Homeland Security 
IR310/HLS101 – Homeland Defense 

MM325/EDM340 – Consequence Management

POL 410 - Public Policy 

SS489/HLS301 – Homeland Security Organization 

RQ300/COL300 – Research, Analysis, and Writing 

Major Courses (12 semester hours) 

CJ370/SCM370 – Principles and Theory of Security Management 

CJ373/SCM373 – Risk Analysis and Loss Prevention 

CJ410/HLS311 – Border and Coastal Security 

CS305/COS372 – IT Security: Attack and Defense 
GM263/HLS215 – Regulatory Issues in Weapons of Mass Destruction 

GM316/COS312 – Cyber Law and Privacy in the Digital Age

IR311/HLS104 – Chemical and Biological Defense

IS102/HLS223 – The International Terrorist 

IS201/HLS225 – Intermediate Terrorism

IS202/HLS201 – Islamic Fundamentalism

IS310/INT433 – Threat Analysis 

IS349/HLS320 – Intelligence and Homeland Security 

IS386/INT423 – Cyber Warfare 

MC406/TLM381 – Hazardous Materials Management 

MC444/EDM420 – Risk Communications

MC445/HLS312 – Port Security

MC491/FSC321 – Community Fire Mitigation and Protection 
MC495/FSC405 – Fire Safety and Risk Reduction 

PY431/PSY431 – Psychology of Disaster

RQ313/INT315 – Foreign Intelligence Organizations 

SC403/EDM240 – Chemistry of Hazardous Materials

SS440/HCM -426 – Quarantine 

Electives (45 semester hours) 

Select any courses that have not been used to fulfill core or major requirements.  Credits applied toward a minor or certificate in an unrelated field may be used to fulfill elective credit for the major.

Total = 120 semester hours 

American Public University System is accredited by the Higher Learning Association of the North Central Association of College and Schools and by the Accrediting Commission of the Distance Education and Training Council (DETC). American Public University System is a distance learning institution that includes American Military University (AMU) and American Public University (APU).  

For more information:

Contact:  Robert D. Jaffin, Department Chair, Public Sector and Critical Infrastructure Studies

American Military University

111 West Congress St 

Charles Town, West Virginia 25414 

Ph: 603-335-5093
Fx: (304) 724-3786

Email: BJaffin@APUS.EDU 

Additional information: www.apus.edu 

Additional Phone: 
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