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Course Description and Objectives:

Accidents and emergency situations have plagued man since the beginning of history and will undoubtedly occur during our conceivable future.  

Armed with knowledge and skills for managing such occurrences can lessen their impacts on society.  This course presents the theories, principles, and approaches to emergency management.  The philosophy of Comprehensive Emergency Management will be discussed with the four attendant steps which include mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery.  An analysis of past disasters will be presented along with their impacts on policy formation leading up to the current FEMA all-hazards approach.  The role, duties, and importance of the Emergency Manager will be discussed throughout the semester.  Finally, legal issues involving emergency management will be presented.  

Instructor Information:

Dr. Danny Peterson 



Office:  Tech Center Rm 137



Phone:  727-1100  (FAX:  727-1684)



email:    DrP@asu.edu

Textbooks:



Junchaya, K. A.  (1999).  They Laughed at Noah.  New Jersey.  MEDCAP.


Platt, R. H.  (1999).  Disasters and Democracy.   Washington, D.C.:  Island Press.  


FEMA (1998).  The Emergency Program Manager.  Washington, D.C.:  Government Publishing.  

Course Evaluation:

Attendance/participation



20%


Assignments/presentations


20%


Midterm Exam




30%


Final Exam





30%

Total Grade

         



100%

Grades:

90-100%
A

80-89%
B

70-79%
C

60-69%
D

< 60%

E

Course Requirements:  


Readings/projects:  Students are required to complete the necessary reading assignments prior to the session as reflected in the schedule and are encouraged to bring course materials to class. Assignments will be made in class and will not be accepted late.  Assignments will be both individual and group work, and will include presentations.  


Attendance:  Class attendance is strongly encouraged.  Any unexcused absence(s) will be reflected in the reduction of overall grade.  University policy will be strictly adhered to regarding absenteeism.  


Presentations:  Each student will be expected to research and present orally two topics on disasters.  Specific assignments will be made in class. 


This syllabus may be modified at the instructor’s discretion as necessary to meet the needs of the course.  


Exams:  All exams will be given during lecture times, and will generally consist of multiple choice questions, fill in the blank, and/or short essay.  Exam dates are indicated on the course outline. No make-up exams will be given unless dire mitigating circumstances prevail.


Field Trips may be scheduled at various times during scheduled class periods.  


Successful completion of this course requires each student to complete FEMA’s independent study course, IS-1, The Emergency Program Manager.  Materials for this will be presented by the instructor.  

Course Outline
	Date
	Week
	Topic
	Assignment

	Jan 24
	1
	Introductions

Introduction to Emergency Management
	IS-1: Units 1 & 2  

Handout

	Jan 31
	2
	The Function and Evolution of Emergency Management
	Platt:  Preface, Introduction, Chp 1

	Feb 7
	3
	Organizing and Planning in Emergency Management
	Junchaya Sec 1

Platt:  Chp 2

	Feb 14
	4
	Governmental Roles in Emergency Management; Earthquakes and Volcanoes
	Platt:  Chp 7

Handouts

	Feb 21
	5
	Hurricanes and Floods
	Handout

Study for Midterm

	Feb 28
	6
	Tornadoes & Wildfires

Midterm Exam
	IS-1:  Unit 3

Handout

	Mar 6
	7
	Hazardous Materials Incidents


	Platt:  Chp 3

Junchaya:  Sec 2

	Mar 20
	8
	Disaster Mitigation and Hazard Management

Air Disasters

Oral Presentations
	Godschalk:  Chp 1 & 2

Junchaya:  Sec 3

	Mar 27
	9
	Planning, Training, and Exercising

Structural Failures

Oral Presentations
	IS-1:  Units 4 & 5

	Apr 3
	10
	Managing Disaster Response Operations

Public Health Emergencies

Oral Presentations
	IS-1:  Units 6 & 7

	Apr 10
	11
	All-Hazards Programs

Recovery from Disaster
	Platt:  Chps 4 & 5

Study for Final

	Apr 17
	12
	Legal Aspects of Emergency Management

Final Exam
	


Approval of Syllabus:

______________________         _________________________        ______________             

         Course Instructor


         Signature


                Date

______________________
     _________________________
    ______________

          Department Chair

         Signature


                Date
Important Dates:  

Late Registration (Final Drop/Add Period)
January 17-21

Unrestricted Withdrawal Deadline
February 11

Spring Recess
March 13-17

Graduation Application Deadline
by March 31

Restricted Course Withdrawal Deadline
March 31

Reading Day
May 3

Commencement (East Campus)
May 12

