July 26-29, 2005, FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INDUSTRIAL SECURITY (ASIS) 9th ANNUAL ACADEMIC/PRACTITIONER SYMPOSIUM:

July 28, 2005 -- Delivered an approximately 30-minute presentation on the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project and the history, current status and future directions of emergency management collegiate programs.

The primary purpose of this symposium was to address the "intriguing" issue of "homeland security" and it's relationship to academia.  There were about 50 participants.  After plenary presentations during the morning, there were breakout sessions which focused on "What is 'homeland security' and how does it differ from pre-9/11 security;" on "How can/should homeland security be incorporated into academic programs;" and on "What academia can do to best meet the homeland security needs of the private sector." 

The debate in Group A on the definition of homeland security was interesting in that it mirrored the views expressed in the NRC Frameworks report noted below -- there were those who favored an exclusive focus on terrorism and there were those (in modestly higher numbers) who favored an all hazards inclusive approach and definition.

(2)  ARKANSAS TECH UNIVERSITY, EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT

PROGRAM -- EXTERNSHIP CASE STUDY:


July 26, 2005 -- Received from Dean Mary Ann Rollans a three page case study on how the ATU EAM program seeks to find ways for students to get experience in emergency management -- as noted in this case study, through getting students involved in emergency management related jurisdictional exercises.

Forwarded the case study to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Service Learning in Emergency Management section, where it should be accessible shortly.

(3)  CLIMATE CHANGE TESTIMONY -- RALPH CICERONE, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL ACADEMIES OF SCIENCE, BEFORE US SENATE:

July 21, 2005 -- NAS President Ralph Cicerone delivers a statement on the state of scientific thinking on climate change before the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.  Notes:

"The earth is warming."   "...the warming trend is spatially widespread and

is consistent with an array of other evidence (including melting glaciers and ice caps, sea level rise, extended growing seasons, and changes in the

geographical distributions of plant and animal species."   "...the warming

trend in global-average surface temperature observations during the past 30 years is undoubtedly real and substantially greater than the average rate of warming during the twentieth century."

"Humans have had an impact on climate."  "Nearly all climate scientists today believe that much of Earth's current warming has been caused by increases in the amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, mostly from the burning of fossil fuels.  The degree of confidence in this conclusion is higher today than it was 10 or even 5 years ago."

"Warming will continue, ...its impacts are difficult to project....[but] far from unknown."  "The combined effects of ice melting and sea water expansion from ocean warming will likely cause the global average sea-level to rise

between 0.1 and 0.9 meters between 1990 and 2100."   "Those in coastal

communities...will experience increased flooding to sea level rise and are likely to experience more severe storms and surges."

Testimony here and before the Senate Subcommittee on Global Climate Change and Impacts on July 20th can be accessed at:

http://www.nationalacademies.org/morenews/20050722.html 

(4)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

July 29, 2005 -- Received for review 1st draft of Session 1, "Course

Introduction:  The Indian Ocean Tsunami Disaster," by Katherine Eschelbach, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

(5)  DISASTER FILMS AND VIDEOS ANNOTATION AND DVD PROJECT:

July 29, 2005 -- Received for review from Dr. Rich Weber, University of North Texas, a new and updated working draft of his annotation of disaster films and videos -- forwarded to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses, Books, Materials section -- to replace the previous draft in the "Materials" subsection.

(6)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

July 29, 2005 -- Received for review from lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, 3rd draft of Chapter on "Engineering Contribution to the Field of Emergency Management," by Ana Maria Cruz, Emergency Administration and Planning Program, University of North Texas.

(7)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY LAW -- COURSE TREATMENT

PROJECT:

July 29, 2005 -- Received for review from project developer, William C.

Nicholson, as part of a "course treatment" package, a course syllabus.

(8)  FRAMEWORKS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION IN HOMELAND SECURITY -- NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL REPORT:

July 29, 2005 -- Saw in today's "Weekly Highlights From The National Academies," that a report on the April 26, 2004 meeting at the National Academies in DC on "Educational Paradigms for Homeland Security" is now available.

The report notes that given the let a "thousand flowers bloom" nature of all kinds of homeland security collegiate programs popping up all over the place, the National Academy was asked "To consider what, if any, national imperatives should drive such course offerings and programs...[thus] the National; Academies' Policy and Global Affairs Division convened a committee, with the sponsorship of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)'s Office of University Programs [Science and Technology Directorate].

The charge given to the committee was to

-- discuss whether there are core pedagogical and skill-based homeland security program needs;

-- examine current and proposed education programs focusing on various aspects of homeland security; --comment on the possible parallels between homeland security, area studies, international relations, and science policy, as developed or emerging academic thrusts; and

-- suggest potential curricula needs, particularly those that involve interdisciplinary aspects.

The report starts with its own definition of homeland security:

"Any area of inquiry whose improved understanding could make U.S. peoples safer from extreme, unanticipated threats. (p. 3)

It then notes "Two strong, divergent opinions characterized further attempts to refine the definition...[which] were equally represented in workshop

discussion:  (1) 'homeland security' includes those threats that are man-made in origin (the exclusive view) or (2) 'homeland security' includes man-made, technological, and natural threats (the inclusive view)." (p. 3)

"The committee faced the dilemma of having to evaluate education frameworks in homeland security as if a consensus on the term exists within government and the academy, when it does not.  A priority for higher education should be to promote public and professional dialogue as to what constitutes a socially acceptable definition of homeland security and what are the practical institutional means to achieve it." (p. 4)

"...the breadth of [homeland security] offerings is evident.  There are certificates, continuing education modules, master's, and professional master's degrees being offered.  There are traditional classroom experiences and on-line learning programs.  There are opportunities in every geographic region in the continental United States and in institutions of widely varying size and mission (community colleges, four-year undergraduate institutions, doctorate granting institutions).  The content ranges from efforts rooted in technical prevention to workforce skills development to social understanding.  Many programs have capitalized on the existing strengths of the parent institution, repackaging existing coursework in innovative ways, germinating new courses from established research thrusts, or gathering existing faculty into new research pursuits but also spin off new academic offerings." (p. 15)

The Committee "argues strongly against the creation of an all-definitive, all-encompassing 'Homeland Security University,' or the development of independent academic tracks for 'homeland security specialists.'  That is not to say that academic content in homeland security is completely formless.  An important observation and potential organizing principle is that nearly all aspects of homeland security gravitate toward the issue of complex threats and how to manage them....The core literature that contributes expertise to understanding and managing these threats....

1.  Risk management and analysis....

2.  Systems integration and management....

3.  Social, cultural, psychological, political, historical, and operational dynamics of threats....

4.  Legal, political, and ethical issues in threat response....

5.  Decision-making tools and processes for the management and resolution of complex problems..." (pp. 16-17)  

[These five curriculum or course areas, in the report summary, are summarized as "threat assessment and threat management". (p. 23)]

"...workshop participants acknowledged that homeland security is not a discipline...Instead, it is an area to which many academic specialties can be applied, but one that requires a certain core knowledge in order for the application to occur intelligently."  (p. 17)

The report then addresses itself to the three levels of education in the US

-- Associate, Bachelor, Graduate:

At the community college level the Committee found strong rationale for homeland security programs:  "...in providing first responder training, community skills development, and serving as a forum for public debate, community colleges can introduce students to some elements of the core curriculum describe above.  This will then prepare students for a more in-depth specialization at a four-year institution."  (p. 17)

At the undergraduate level:

"Not a single workshop participant, or any of the committee members, voiced support for an undergraduate degree program focused specifically on homeland security.  As an areas of study, it was deemed too immature and too broad.

Several participants and committee members noted that given enormous content variety in programs with such labels, it is unlikely that employers will even understand what any given 'homeland security degree' represents.

Moreover, such programs may give students a false impression that some professional consensus does exist about what actually constitutes knowledge of homeland security.  Therefore, it is not recommended that a bachelor's degree in homeland security per se be offered.  However, it is recommended that the core coursework identified above [1-5 noted above] be available to undergraduate students and that they receive some recognition (e.g., a minor, concentration, or certificate) for completing it while working towed their major degree."  (p. 19)

Graduate level:

"To the extent that an academic core for homeland security studies can be developed at the graduate level, it would be most appropriate that this material be formulated into a certificate program that could be available to graduate students enrolled in degree programs at the master's or Ph.D.

levels."  (p. 21)

The report can be found at:  http://www.nap.edu/books/0309092957/html  -- where it can be read on-line for free, or ordered for a fee.

(9)  PACIFIC NORTHWEST PARTNERS IN EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS:

July 26, 2005 -- Received for dissemination from John Labadie, the following

announcement:

Call for Presentations

Researchers, scholars, and practitioners in emergency management are invited to participate in the Partners in Emergency Preparedness Conference to be held April 18-19, 2006.

Partners in Emergency Preparedness has conducted a very successful regional conference each spring for over ten years. The Conference has grown into the largest emergency management conference in Washington State and the Pacific Northwest, bringing together non-profit organizations, public agencies, private businesses, military, healthcare, and schools to explore emergency management issues, principles, and practices.

Our 2005 Conference drew 550+ attendees and 45 presenters over a two-day period. Conference attendees included local government emergency managers, other state and local officials, business and industry representatives, the military reserve and National Guard, public utilities, and volunteer agencies. The Conference has sold out three years in a row, and we are moving to a larger venue (capacity of 800-900 participants) for 2006.

If you are interested in making a presentation at the 2006 Conference, please provide an abstract or brief description of your topic no later than August 31, 2005 to:

John Labadie

Curriculum Chair

Partners in Emergency Preparedness Conference John.labadie@seattle.gov

(206) 684-8311

(10)  UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA -- INVESTIGATING GRADUATE HOMELAND SECURITY CERTIFICATE PROGRAM:

July 27, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. Martin Zaworski, Department of Criminal Justice at UCF, following up on an email sent in relating to NRP and NIMS Independent Studies Programs -- wherein he noted he was investigating the development of a Homeland Security Certificate.  Did a virtual tour with him of the EM HiEd Project website locations of particular relevance to an investigation into the development of a homeland security program and noted next year's EM HiEd Conference (June 6-8, 2006).  This investigation is not yet at the point where it is time to have a description developed and posted to the College List on the website, but plan on staying in touch to follow-up on that score.  For additional information, Dr. Zaworski can be reached at:  mzaworsk@mail.ucf.edu

(11)  UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT -- HOMELAND SECURITY FACULTY POSITION:

July 26, 2005 -- Webmaster posted following faculty opening announcement to the Faculty Positions section of the Project website:

COLLEGE OF CONTINUING STUDIES -- Homeland Security -- Faculty Position(Revised); Rank to be determined by qualifications)

"The College of Continuing Studies at the University of Connecticut is searching for a faculty member with expertise in Homeland Security and/or Strategic Security.  The candidate must have a terminal degree in a related field.  The successful candidate should be able to lead the development of curricula for this evolving field. S/he should be comfortable with developing and delivering online graduate level courses in Homeland Security related topics for our new MPS in Homeland Security Leadership specialization.  The candidate should have academic experience with public safety, emergency management and/or homeland security graduate programs.

Professional experience in law enforcement or security management is a distinct advantage. 

Candidates must have a terminal degree in related field.  Candidates should have sound working knowledge of homeland security current affairs, including applicable Presidential Directives, the National Response Plan, NIMS, National Planning Scenarios, Target Capabilities, Universal Task Lists, training, exercise, and assessment requirements promulgated by DHS's Office of Domestic Preparedness, and other pertinent documents related to Homeland Security strategy and policy. Teaching experience with adult university students is required and knowledge of online programming is preferred. The ability to develop and deliver security related courses for the private sector (business asset protection, business continuity planning) is essential.

Responsibilities of the position also include faculty oversight responsibilities for the new MPS specialization in Homeland Security Leadership. Extension Professors at the University of Connecticut are expected to develop and teach courses, implement programs, provide scholarship leadership in their field, and conduct research as appropriate to their discipline.  This is a non-tenure track, renewable 11-month faculty

position.  Start date:   as soon as possible.


Application Deadline: September 15, 2005.

Send letter of application, resume, and the names, addresses and telephone numbers of three references to:  Beverly A. Salcius, Homeland Security Faculty Screening Committee (TBD), College of Continuing Studies, University of Connecticut, One Bishop Circle, Unit 4056, Storrs, CT  06269-4056."

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, N-430

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
