Aug 1-5, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  AL-ZAWAHIRI STATEMENT THREATENING MORE US AND UK ATTACKS:

August 4, 2005 -- Al Jazeera broadcasts video by al Qaeda No. 2 leader, Ayman al-Zawahiri, warning -- "Our message is clear -- what you saw in New York and Washington and what you are seeing in Afghanistan and Iraq, all these are nothing compared to what you will see next."  The agenda of foreign policy changes being demanded are the same as in many previous

warnings:

"stop stealing our oil and wealth"

"stop supporting corrupt rulers"

Stop "politics against Muslims"

"you would never dream of peace until we actually live it in Palestine and Before all the infidel armies withdraw from the land of Mohammed."

"immediate withdrawal [from Iraq and Afghanistan]"

Amongst places this statement was covered was CNN at:

http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/08/04/zawahiri.london/index.html
The CNN account states that "Al-Zawahiri reminded the United States and its allies of the 'hundna' (truce) that bin Laden offered last year in return for the withdrawal of foreign troops from Muslim lands."

(2)  AUSTIN PEAY STATE UNIVERSITY -- BS IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE WITH HOMELAND SECURITY FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT CONCENTRATION:

August 4, 2005 -- The Project Assistant developed description for the College List of a new program at Austin Peay State University in Fort Campbell, TN -- Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice with a Concentration in Homeland Security for Law Enforcement.  According to the description, and following from the title of the program "The program is designed for current and prospective law enforcement officers looking for advanced training in homeland security and terrorism studies."  After approval from Austin Peay the description will be posted to the Homeland Security section of The College List.  Until then, the primary point of contact is Dr.Michael Kane, who can be reached at:  kanem@apsu.edu

(3)  DISASTER RESPONSE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT -- UPPER DIVISION COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

August 1, 2005 -- Received for review, from course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, 1st draft of Session 42, "Using Technology in Response."

August 2, 2005 -- Received 1st draft of Session 45, "Final Exam."  

(4)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

August 5, 2005 -- Received for review from lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, (1) a chapter on "Weather and Emergency Management" by Kent McGregor, Department of Geography, University of North Texas, 2) a chapter on "Disaster Information and Information Disasters:

Where Information Science Should Meet Emergency Management," by Tisha Pipes, University of North Texas, and (3) 2nd draft chapter on "Economic Applications in Disaster Research, mitigation, and Planning," by Dr. Terry Clower, Center for Economic Development and Research, University of North Texas.

(5)  FATWA AGAINST TERRORISM:

July 28, 2005 -- The Fiqh Council of North America (FCNA) issues a fatwa (Islamic religious ruling) against terrorism and extremism, and receives endorsements "by more than 120 U.S. Muslim groups, leaders and institutions.

From the Fatwa:

"Islam strictly condemns religious extremism and the use of violence against innocent lives. There is no justification in Islam for extremism or terrorism. Targeting civilians' life and property through suicide bombings or any other method of attack is haram - or forbidden - and those who commit these barbaric acts are criminals, not martyrs ... In the light of the teachings of the Qur'an and Sunnah we clearly and strongly state: 1. All acts of terrorism targeting civilians are haram (forbidden) in Islam. 2. It is haram for a Muslim to cooperate with any individual or group that is involved in any act of terrorism or violence. 3. It is the civic and religious duty of Muslims to cooperate with law enforcement authorities to protect the lives of all civilians. We issue this fatwa following the guidance of our scripture, the Qur'an, and the teachings of our Prophet Muhammad - peace be upon him."

Accessed at the Council on American-Islamic Relations website:

http://www.cair-net.org/default.asp?Page=articleView&id=1675&theType=NR
(6)  FEMA "AFTER THE STORM" OPEN LETTER AND "BUILDING ON SUCCESS" DOCUMENTS:

August 5, 2005 -- FEMA Director Michael Brown releases an Open Letter to all FEMA employees entitled "After the Storm," and two documents on the FEMA website, entitled "Building on Success:  FEMA Best Practices in Emergency Response -- Evolutions for the 2005 Hurricane Season and Beyond" (3 pages), and "Building on Success:  FEMA Evolutions in Recovery Programs" (3 pages).

These three documents are a response to criticisms of FEMA's response to the four hurricanes that hit Florida and elsewhere last year and reflect modifications to response, relief and recovery programs being introduced in time for this year's hurricane season (and of course any future Presidentially declared disaster).  All three documents can be accessed at:

http://www.fema.gov/media/
(7)  FEMA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 7-9, 2005

-- CONFERENCE DOCUMENTS POSTED:

August 5, 2005 -- Though it has taken some time, most of the documents relating to last June's EM HiEd Conference -- papers, presentations, breakout session summary notes -- have been incorporated into the conference agenda -- items in blue signify that there is information to be accessed by clicking on the blue-lettered wording -- and are not accessible by going to the Project website, clicking on HiEd Conferences, then on 2005 Conference, and finally on the Agenda -- or go there directly by clicking on:

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/downloads/edu/conf05agenda/Conferencen%20Age
nda.doc

(8)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

August 1, 2005 -- Reviewed Session 7, "Stream Management Framework--The Physical Principles and Practice," by Dr. Donald R. Reichmuth.  Provided review comments to lead course developer, Bob Freitag, University of Washington, and forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection. 

August 2, 2005 -- Reviewed 3rd draft of Session 19, "Mitigating Flood Losses," by Larry Larson and Rod Emmer, and provided review comments to Bob Freitag. 

August 3, 2005 -- Reviewed 1st draft of Session 28, "Exercise Introduction,"

by Bob Freitag, and provided review comments.  Received for review, new drafts of:

Course Outline

Session 1, Course Introduction, by Bob Freitag Session 2, River Systems and Tectonics, by Dr. Donald Reichmuth Session 7, Stream Management Framework--The Physical Principles and Practice, by Dr. Donald Reichmuth Session 8, Examination/Presentations of Course Team Exercise, by Don Reichmuth and Bob Freitag Session 12, Effects of Human Disturbance on River and Floodplain Ecology, by Dr. Susan Bolton Session 13, Management and Restoration of Floodplain Ecology, by Dr. Bolton Session 14, Examination/Presentation of Course Team Exercise, by Bob Freitag and Susan Bolton Session 20, Mitigation Programs, by Larry Larson and Rod Emmer Session 25, Special Districts and Landowners, by Dr. Elliot Mittler Session 26, Human Occupancy of Floodplains and Urban Riverfronts, by Dr.

Frank Westerlund

Session 27, Examination/Presentation of Course Team Exercise, by Bob Freitag and Elliot Mittler Session 28, Exercise Introduction, by Bob Freitag

August 4, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved Session 29, "Exercise -- Performance of Tasks," by Bob Freitag, and  Session 30, "Exercise - Presentation," and forwarded both sessions to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website

-- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where they should be accessible shortly.

August 5, 2005 -- Received for review a draft attachment meant for Session 1, Introduction, entitled "A short story about sex and floodplain management," by lead course developer Bob Freitag.

(9)  HAZARD MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE-LEVEL COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

August 4, 2005 -- Reviewed Session 16, "Modeling the Vulnerability of Potential Targets to Threats of Terrorism," by Dr. John Pine, LSU, and Dr.

William Waugh, Jr., Georgia State University; provided review comments to lead course developer, Dr. John Pine; and forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section

-- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.  From session Scope statement:

"The events of September 11, 2001 confirmed again that the United States is vulnerable to acts of terrorism.  This session provides a methodology for assessing threats of terrorism to domestic targets.  It examines the types of targets that might be vulnerable to acts of terrorism and the implications to emergency management."

(10)  HOMELAND SECURITY: A COMPLETE GUIDE TO UNDERSTANDING, PREVENTING, AND SURVIVING TERRORISM:

August 2, 2005 -- The "Washington Times" does a book review of "Homeland Security" textbook noted above, written by Mark A. Sauter and James Jay Carafano (McGraw-Hill, $69.95, 484 pages) which was noted and quoted from here several weeks back.  From the review: 

"Homeland security is at the top of America's priorities, with the Department of Homeland Security mandated to ensure that the country will never again be attacked by a September 11 catastrophe. Homeland security is also big business, with billions of dollars expended annually on new technologies and equipment to enable the response communities to detect, prevent and as a last resort mitigate the impact of attacks. Even the academic community is extensively involved in homeland security, with new research centers, courses and degree certificates proliferating across the country's campuses, but with mixed results. 

"In fact, until the publication of Mark Sauter's and James Carafano's "Homeland Security: A Complete Guide to Understanding, Preventing, and Surviving Terrorism," there has not been a single volume that comprehensively covered all the components of terrorism and homeland security in a way that was both theoretical and practical. By being both academic and practical, this book fills much of the knowledge gap for these communities on these issues. 

"Mr. Sauter is chief operations officer of the Chesapeake Innovation Center, an incubator of homeland-security technologies, while Mr. Carafano is a senior fellow on homeland security at the Heritage Foundation. They possess the expertise to produce such a comprehensive volume on the nature of the terrorist threat to the United States and the policies, programs and institutions required to protect America. 

"The book is divided into three main sections: the emergence of homeland security as a modern concern, how to understand terrorism and an overview of America's homeland-security system. September 11 served as a watershed in America's response to terrorism, with the reorganization of the federal government ushering in the modern system of homeland security. This reorganization has been accompanied by a stronger emphasis on understanding the mind of the terrorist. This is the precondition, as the authors explain, for devising and executing strategies to defeat the threat. 

"Unlike other books on homeland security that primarily focus on foreign threats, Mr. Sauter and Mr. Carafano remind us that domestic terrorist groups represent "the forgotten threat." Their profiles of significant domestic terrorist groups conclude with a section that discusses their interest in -- and even possession of -- rudimentary weapons of mass destruction, such as materials for a cyanide bomb. Adding to the significance of the threat posed by domestic groups is the fact that since the poisonous anthrax letter campaign following September 11 is still unresolved -- it is not known whether a domestic or foreign group or individual carried out the attacks -- the interest in WMD is prevalent. 

"Another danger posed by these domestic groups is their "leaderless resistance" type of organizational structure, which is difficult to track and penetrate. The same organizational formation is also employed by al Qaeda affiliates, and although not mentioned by the authors, future terrorist attacks in the United States may be conducted by an indigenously generated "bunch of guys" inspired by the virtual Pan-Islamic Caliphate that has already been created on the Internet. 

"Other noteworthy chapters discuss the planning and execution of attacks, how terrorists might employ chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and high-explosive weapons, the digital battlefield of cyberterrorism and how the U.S. is organized bureaucratically at the federal, state and local levels to protect its critical infrastructure. It should be noted that since the book's publication the Department of Homeland Security has begun to be restructured, but the essence of the authors' discussion of these issues still remains valid. 

"While much of the appendix contains useful reference sections on emergency services, including the role of media in homeland security, the profiles of significant Islamicterroristgroups adapted from the Department of State's

2003 report on terrorism are out of date and would have benefited from the authors' use of information from other sources. 

"Although primarily written as a textbook for the academic market -- with each chapter beginning with an overview and learning objectives and ending with a chapter summary, discussion topics, notes on sources and even a quiz

-- "Homeland Security" is much more than a textbook. It is an indispensable reference resource for those seeking to understand how terrorists operate and the structures and mechanisms that have been developed to respond to the magnitude of the terrorist threats confronting us." 

Joshua Sinai [who wrote the review] is a Washington-based writer and consultant on terrorism issues.

(11)  HURRICANES AND GLOBAL WARMING:

August 1, 2005 -- USA Today" article by Dan Vergano on "Global Warming:

Global Warming Is Fueling Nastier Storms, Expert Says":

"Hurricanes have grown fiercer in recent decades, spurred by global warming, and even tougher storms are likely on the way, a researcher predicts.  In his new study, ocean climatologist Kerry Emanuel of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, suggests that the power of big ocean storms has increased and will continue to do so, even if their numbers stay the same.

The analysis, released online today by the journal Nature, confounds some past studies that had indicated that increasing average temperatures worldwide over this century - a United Nations climate panel has projected that temperatures will rise from 2 to 10 degrees worldwide by 2100 - would have little effect on hurricanes.  "The best way to put it is that storms are lasting longer at high intensity than they were 30 years ago," says Emanuel. In an analysis of sea surface temperatures and storms since 1930, he found that a combined measure of duration and wind speeds among North Atlantic hurricanes and North Pacific cyclones has nearly doubled since the 1970s. "I was quite surprised by the magnitude of the increase," he says by e-mail.

Scientists had not correlated the frequency, intensity and duration of the storms until now, he says, but past reports have raised questions:

*Hurricane and cyclone reported durations have increased by roughly 60% since 1949.

*Average peak storm wind speeds have increased about 50% since the 1970s.

*Sea surface temperatures have swung upwards since 1975 at rates that exceed normal swings from regular El Nio or Atlantic cycles.

Cyclones and hurricanes do follow decades-long cycles of strengthening and weakening, Emanuel says. But the study effects are above and beyond the current cycle, which has seen stronger hurricanes in recent years...."

(12)  PBS FRONTLINE INTERVIEW WITH XAVIER RAUFER, OCTOBER 13, 2003 ON AL QAEDA AND TERRORISM:

August 1, 2005:  Ran across this interview that was conducted on October 23,

2003 which I missed when it was broadcast.  Xavier Raufer is a former French intelligence officer, and at least at the time of the interview, the head of the Department of Organized Crime and Terrorism at the Institute of Criminology, University of Paris.  His response to the question -- "The jihad, the jihadists, the Salafi movement -- how is it organized?":

"It is not organized. We are astonished when we see, when we hear, when we read what the present American administration describes as Al Qaeda. For God's sake, they describe this as some kind of an Irish Republican Army except that, instead of being Catholics, they are Muslims.

And if you even see the official document, the "How to Fight Terrorists"

White House document, you see there is the party line: A terrorist group is like a pyramid. You have the top and then the bottom, and you even have, in case one shouldn't understand, a drawing of a pyramid on page six of this document that was published in 2002 by the White House. It's on the White House Web site. It's the official document for combating terrorism. I don't remember the precise title. And it's a pyramid.

This is the year of 1980s terrorism. It's the Red Army faction; it's the IRA; it's even Abu Nidal group in the Middle East. It has nothing to do with what terrorism is today. It's an idea of terrorism, a concept of terrorism that is old and outdated. It doesn't work this [way] anymore. 

Now it's much more fuzzy. You don't have a central committee and a political bureau of Al Qaeda. This is stupid. It doesn't work this way. The only power in bin Laden is the power to issue fatwa's, to give religious orders. Then the religious orders are followed around the world by people who believe that this is the right thing to do: "We should do it, and we will do it."

One should understand what really is jihad for a Muslim, for any Muslim in the world. It's a totally personal thing. Nobody -- and read what bin Laden says. He never gives orders. [He's] not a general; it's not an army. He says, "The good Muslim should understand that one should fight the infidels," and so on. "I am happy to see that some infidel has been hit in Casablanca," whatever.... 

So you, after looking too much at Arabiya or Al Jazeera TV, you feel mad about what the Crusader or the Jews are doing to the Muslims, so you decide to join a jihadi group....

[PBS Frontline statement:] President Bush would disagree with you. He says it's under control, three-quarters of Al Qaeda has been wiped out.

....It is like to say we have destroyed two-thirds of the mosquitoes around a swamp. That is stupid. ... It's not like if you have a terrorist group that is like a football team or a soccer team with 11 members. [He] says okay, we've killed two of them, [there] remain nine, then three. It's absolutely stupid."

The point of including the excerpt above is that within a collegiate, particularly graduate level, course on terrorism, it is appropriate to discuss models or views of modern terrorism -- of which there are many, with the two noted above as prime examples.

The ten-page interview can be accessed at:

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/front/interviews/raufer.html
NOTE:  This interview is but the tip of the iceberg in the Frontline Report "Al Qaeda's New Front," which focuses on Europe.  Have not counted all the pages downloaded from the site, but it is in the area of several hundred.

(13)  PBS LEHRER NEWSHOUR -- DIALOGUE:  IN THE NAME OF ISLAM SEGMENT:

August 4, 2005 -- PBS Lehrer Newshour runs a lengthy segment (printout of transcript runs 11 pages) on "In the Name of Islam," presenting the views of four Muslims on "the relationship between their religion and people who perpetrate terrorist attacks in the name of religion."  Was an interesting and spirited conversation.  The transcript can be freely accessed at:

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/middle_east/july-dec05/islam_8-04.html
In addition, there are links to transcripts of previous Newshour segments on related topics.

(14)  SHAW UNIVERSITY, RALEIGH, NC -- INVESTIGATING DEVELOPMENT OF BACHELOR DEGREE IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

August 4, 2005 -- Received and responded to a letter from Dr. Joan D.

Barrax, Dean of the College of Graduate and Professional Studies at Shaw University, "the oldest historically Black college or university in the South."  Letter noted that the school "is seeking to develop a bachelor's degree program in emergency management."  Asked about courses, curriculum, contacts at other schools, potential faculty ("someone with a doctoral degree in emergency management or a related discipline"), and grant opportunities.  For additional information, Dr. Barrax can be reached at:

jbarrax@shawu.edu

(15)  UK "GUARDIAN UNLIMITED" SPECIAL REPORT ON RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS:

August 2, 2005 -- Ran across this series of articles that has been running since the recent London bombings -- some of the articles in this series reflect a wide range of views on Islam, Muslims, terrorism, cultural understanding and other subjects.  Can be accessed at:

http://www.guardian.co.uk/religion/0,2759,179375,00.html
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