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(1)  CITIZEN DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:

Harvard School of Public Health, Project on the public and Biological Security.  Hurricane Readiness in High-Risk Areas:  Overall 2007 Survey Data.  Website.  Accessed at: http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-releases/files/Hurricane_2007_Survey_state_results.doc 
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Goss, Kay.  "Building a Strong Emergency Management Profession." Domestic Preparedness.com, September 11, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.domesticpreparedness.com/Commentary/Viewpoint/Building_a_Strong_Emergency-Management_Profession/ 
[Excerpt:  "It is an exciting time to be an emergency manager, with opportunities to support the profession in moving to the next level... Dr. Cortez Lawrence, the superintendent of {FEMA's} Emergency Management Institute convened] a group of eight or so professional emergency managers from state and local jurisdictions, as well as from the private sector and institutions of higher education, to discuss the principles of emergency management (EM) in general - and, during that discussion, to develop: (1) a workable definition of emergency management; and (2) comprehensive, credible, but also forward-looking "vision" and "mission" statements that the EM community and the U.S. public would understand and support.... The conferees agreed...that the basic operating principles or characteristics defining and governing Emergency Management as a profession are that it should be comprehensive, progressive, risk-driven, integrated, collaborative, coordinated, and flexible."]  

Note:  The "Principles of Emergency Management" in two formats -- a one page summary and a nine page elaboration, are accessible within the "EM Principles" tab on the FEMA EM HiEd Project website: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/emprinciples.asp  

(3)  FLOOD HAZARD:

Association of State Floodplain Managers.  National Flood Programs and Polices in Review-2007.  Madison, WI: ASFPM, 2007, 96 pages. Accessed at: http://www.floods.org/PDF/ASFPM_NFPPR_2007.pdf
[Excerpt: "Floodplain management programs and policies in the United States today are the products of a decades-long progression of federal (and some state) initiatives whose emphasis, funding levels, and administrative vehicles have changed over time [see box on Historical Perspectives]. The current model is a federal-level approach through which minimum standards are set that are implemented by states and localities through programs for land use, building codes, and mitigation, in exchange for federally backed flood insurance. Federal disaster assistance is then provided when significant flood losses occur. Some localities and some states have the wherewithal to establish and implement standards and programs that are more aggressive than the federal minimums, but most have not developed the capacity or motivation to do so. Flood losses continue to increase. About half of the flood-prone buildings in the nation have flood insurance coverage. This does not include the types of buildings that usually do not carry flood insurance or those that are protected by structures like levees or dams and would be subject to catastrophic losses if the structure were to be overtopped or otherwise fail. Experts are now telling us that the federal minimum standards are not sufficient to keep losses from rising, nor is the federal floodplain management framework adequately equipped with mechanisms to gradually reduce the federal taxpayer burden for such losses."]

(4)  HURRICANE HAZARD:

Nyberg, Johan, et a. "Low Atlantic Hurricane Activity in the 1970s and 1980s Compared to the Past 270 Years."  Nature, Vol. 447, pp. 698-701, June 7, 2007.  Abstract accessed at: http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v447/n7145/abs/nature05895.html
[Abstract:  "Hurricane activity in the North Atlantic Ocean has increased significantly since 1995. This trend has been attributed to both anthropogenically induced climate change and natural variability, but the primary cause remains uncertain. Changes in the frequency and intensity of hurricanes in the past can provide insights into the factors that influence hurricane activity, but reliable observations of hurricane activity in the North Atlantic only cover the past few decades. Here we construct a record of the frequency of major Atlantic hurricanes over the past 270 years using proxy records of vertical wind shear and sea surface temperature (the main controls on the formation of major hurricanes in this region from corals and a marine sediment core. The record indicates that the average frequency of major hurricanes decreased gradually from the 1760s until the early 1990s, reaching anomalously low values during the 1970s and 1980s. Furthermore, the phase of enhanced hurricane activity since 1995 is not unusual compared to other periods of high hurricane activity in the record and thus appears to represent a recovery to normal hurricane activity, rather than a direct response to increasing sea surface temperature. Comparison of the record with a reconstruction of vertical wind shear indicates that variability in this parameter primarily controlled the frequency of major hurricanes in the Atlantic over the past 270 years, suggesting that changes in the magnitude of vertical wind shear will have a significant influence on future hurricane activity."]

(5)  PANDEMIC HAZARD:

UNICEF (United Nations Children's Fund).  Avian and Pandemic Influenza.

Website.  Accessible at: http://www.unicef.org/avianflu/index.html
(6)  SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS:

Vlahos, Kelley.  "Saving the Children."  HS Today, Vol. 4, No. 7, July 2007, pp. 34-37.

Excerpt:  "Long overlooked in emergency medical planning, doctors and activists are speaking out on behalf of one of the country's most vulnerable populations.... Children are not little adults.  Disaster plans don't always make this distinction."

[Note:  Amongst places to go for information:  Save the Children. Emergency Preparedness and Rapid Response.  Webpage accessible at:

http://www.savethechildren.org/programs/emergencies/ ]
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
