September 19-22, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Weekly Activity Report

(1)  DISASTER RESPONSE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT -- UPPER DIVISION COLLEGE COURSE -- REVIEWERS NEEDED:

September 19-23, 2005 -- Received and reviewed from course developer Dr.

David McEntire, University of North Texas:

-- Session 13, Sheltering

-- Session 14, Search and Rescue

-- Session 15, Emergency Medical and Triage

-- Session 16, Mass Fatality Management

-- Session 17, Managing The Media

-- Session 18, Donations Management

-- Session 19, Volunteer Management

-- Session 20, Damage Assessment and Disaster Declaration

-- Session 21, Debris Management

-- Session 22, Individual and Public Assistance

-- Session 23, Critical Incident Stress Management

-- Session 24, Midterm Exam

-- Session 25-32, Responding to Natural Disasters

-- Session 33, Responding to Technological Disasters

-- Session 34, Responding to Acts of Terrorism

-- Session 35, Assisting Special Populations

-- Session 36, Decision Making and Politics

-- Session 37, Communications and Coordination

-- Session 38, Record Keeping, Transportation and Legal Issues

-- Session 39, Incident Command

-- Session 40, Emergency Operations Centers

-- Session 41, National Incident Management System (NIMS)

-- Session 42, Using Technology in Response

-- Session 43, Preparing for Response Operations and Management

-- Session 44, Improvisation, Creativity, Flexibility and Successful Responses

With this final in-house review, this course is now ready for external review.  We are thus seeking volunteers who believe they have the credentials to review an upper division college course on Disaster Response Operations and Management -- estimating about 500 pages.  For the first 15 respondents (to Barbara Johnson), we will mail a hard copy of this course.

The receiver must agree to complete a review of this course within 45 days of receipt and to provide review comments via email to either Barbara Johnson or myself.  

(2)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT -- LOOKING FOR REVIEWERS:

September 21, 2005 -- Admin Support reports that copies have been made of this approximately 500 page graduate-level college course.  We are thus seeking volunteers who believe they have the credentials to review a graduate level course on Floodplain Management.  For the first 15 respondents (to Barbara Johnson), we will mail a hard copy of this course.

The receiver must agree to complete a review of this course within 45 days of receipt and to provide review comments via email to either Barbara Johnson or myself.  The course was developed by a team led by Bob Freitag of the University of Washington, and consisted of Dr. Don Reichmuth of Reichmuth Consultants, Dr. Susan Bolton of University of Washington, Larry Larson and Dr. Rod Emmer of the Association of State Floodplain Managers, and Dr. Elliott Mittler.  Stephen Newmark also participated as an Instructional Designer.

According to the Scope statement in Session 1, Course Introduction:

"This course examines floodplains as a resource and a location of risk and accordingly presents a wide range of management tools.  The course recognizes that floodplains are the product of dynamic physical, chemical, biological, and human caused processes.  It also recognizes that floodplains are dependent on their contributing basins and their downstream connections to other water bodies....The course looks at floodplain management from multiple perspectives.  It embraces the conservation and restoration of physical and biological systems.  It examines the adverse impacts from human developments and also creates a policy framework that addresses those objectives...."

(3)  HURRICANE KATRINA RELATED ARTICLES WORTH NOTING:

Roylance, Frank D.  "More Natural Disasters Probably Await Nation -

Planning:  Volcanoes, Mudflows, Earthquakes and Tsunamis May Lie Ahead, But the Funds to Prepare and Respond Are Often Lacking."  Baltimore Sun, September 11, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nationworld/bal-te.doom11sep11,1,4495774.st
ory

Shaw, Gwyneth K.  "Katrina's Wake - MD Lawmakers Take Strong Stances - Mikulski Laments FEMA's Loss of Focus; Cummings Assails Sluggish Response."

Baltimore Sun,  September 10, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/politics/bal-te.md.deleg10sep10,1,735
2892.story

Spencer, Jane.  "Hurricane Katrina Lessons - Rethinking Disaster Plans After Storm - Emergency Preparedness Advice Has Largely focused on Terrorism, But Mother Nature Reminds Nation of More Common Types of Crises."  The Wall Street Journal, September 12, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/weather/hurricane/bal-plans0912,1,4592369.story?coll=bal-business-headlines 

Tobin, Rick.  Ten Emergency Management Paradigm Changes to Improve National Disaster Response.  September, 2005, 9 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.ricktobin.com/home/home.html
(4)  WESTERN IOWA TECH COMMUNITY COLLEGE -- SEEKING FACULTY FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM POSITION:

September 20, 2005 -- Received email from Steve Ebsen, Chair of the Public Services Department and Director of the Regional Law Enforcement Training Academy, with an attached flier advertising an opening starting OCTOBER 1, 2005, for an Emergency Management Program Specialist.  According to the flier, this person will be -- 

"Responsible for development of curriculum, syllabi and program objectives to pilot a variety of emergency management courses.  Other duties include, but are not limited to, teaching laboratory sessions, classroom management, committee assignments, student academic advising, student recruitment and responsibility for materials and supplies.  All candidates interviewed will be required to provide a teaching demonstration."

It is anticipated that emergency management courses will begin in August 2006.

Forwarded solicitation to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Faculty Vacancies section -- where it should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, Steve Ebsen can be reached at:  ebsens@witcc.edu, or (712) 274-8733, ext. 1232.
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