September 17, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Citizen Disaster Preparedness: 
Department of Homeland Security.  “Sesame Street's Rosita And Friends Recognize National Preparedness Month By Helping Families Get Ready For Emergencies (Press Release).”  Washington, DC:  DHS Press Office, September 17, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.ready.gov/america/about/pressreleases/release_091708.html 

Excerpt:  

This bi-lingual (Spanish-English) initiative will help families with young children between the ages of two and five prepare for an emergency with basic information and ways in which they can best respond to an emergency and helps them develop a sense of resilience and self-confidence…. The program was created in collaboration with DHS's Ready Kids and the Ad Council's ongoing preparedness effort, which helps parents and teachers educate children, about emergencies and how they can help their families prepare…. 

The Let's Get Ready! kits will be available to download online at www.sesamestreet.org/ready and www.ready.gov/kids/sesame. In addition Public Service announcements will be produced by Sesame Workshop and distributed through the Ad Council to promote awareness around the importance of planning for emergencies. The Ad Council will be distributing the PSA's to approximately 1,000 stations nationwide this week. Finally, the video component will soon be available, free of charge, on iTunes under the Learning Along with Sesame TV series…. The materials will offer tips on how families can prepare their children for an emergency in age-appropriate ways such as: 

Everyone, even young children, can play a role in planning for the unexpected. 

Creating an emergency plan that the entire family practices and shares with the significant people in their lives is important. 

Helping children learn personal information such as a phone number, their full names, and the names of special people in their home, is helpful in case of any emergency. As with all Sesame Workshop outreach projects, the themes and content of the initiative is based on research as well as advice and review from experts in the field of emergency and trauma preparedness, pediatrics, psychiatry, child development and early care and education. The advisors have helped determine the needs and challenges of young children and guide the development of age-appropriate and effective content for the program. In addition, a collaboration has been forged with the Department of Pediatrics of Weill Cornell Medical College, whose expertise in the area of child development and emotional trauma helped ensure that the materials are useful, appealing, and highly effective. 
(2)  Competitive Training Grants Program FY 2008 – Recipients of Awards Announced: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  FY 2008 Competitive Training Grants Program (CTGP) Recipients Total amount funded: $27,202,000.  Washington, DC:  FEMA, September 15, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/ctgp/ctgp_list.pdf 
CTGP provides funds to support training initiatives that are national in scope and further the DHS mission of preparing the nation to prevent, protect against, respond to, and recover from incidents of terrorism and catastrophic events.  (DHS, Sep 27, 2007)  This year the “Emphasis Areas” for award were: 

· Intelligence / Information Sharing and Dissemination 
· Critical Infrastructure Protection 
· Regional Collaboration 
· Citizen Preparedness and Participation 
· Citizen Evacuation and/or Shelter-In-Place. 
Eleven organizations received grants this FY.  Seven were institutions of higher education, or for institutions of higher education.  Will paste in below abstracted information concerning two awards: 

George Mason University, Fairfax, VA 
Enterprise Risk Management Training for Protecting Critical Energy Infrastructures 
$3,540,510 
The proposed program will train energy sector executives and leaders in how to understand infrastructure protection and resiliency needs within the context of Enterprise Risk Management (ERM), a tool commonly used by the business community to identify, prioritize, mitigate and manage a wide range of risks. The training will explain ERM principles, elements of hazards analysis and how to map National Infrastructure Protection Plan concepts and principles into an ERM model. Approximately 1,000 will be trained. 
National Partnership for Environmental Technology Education, South Portland, ME 
Community College Citizen Preparedness Program 
$3,500,000 
The proposed program will train U.S. citizens through a national community college network on specific protective actions to save lives and minimize injuries after a hazardous incident and before the arrival of first responders. The program will prepare two instructor-led training courses to be delivered to a national audience through community colleges and their partner organizations, based on a comprehensive national needs assessment, and prepare 120 strategically located community colleges through a train-the-trainer program. Approximately 4,000 will be trained. 
(3)  House Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing related to DHS Procurement: 
House Committee on Homeland Security.  Waste, Abuse and Mismanagement: Calculating the Cost of DHS Failed Contracts (Hearing before the Subcommittee on Management, Investigations, and Oversight).   Washington, DC:  September 17, 2007.  Recorded video feed and prepared statements accessed at: http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=168 
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 “Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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