September 12, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ROUNDTABLE:

The Emergency Management Roundtable met for the second of two days here at EMI and worked mostly on reviewing the first incomplete draft of an "Emergency Management Doctrine" document.  A final version of an "Emergency Management Principles" draft document that was edited yesterday was presented and will be uploaded to the "EM Principles" section of the EM HiEd Project website in the near future.  The Emergency Management Roundtable group plans to meet at EMI again in late February or early March and to present at the June 2-5, 2008 Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference on the fruits of their deliberations.

(2)  ICS CORE COMPETENCIES:

http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nims/ics_competencies.shtm
(3)  NATIONAL RESPONSE FRAMEWORK:

Hsu, Spencer S.  "Proposed Disaster-Response Plan Faulted:  Details Insufficient, Chain of Command Unclear, State and Local Officials Say." Washington Post, September 12, 2007. At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/09/11/AR2007091102080.html?nav=rss_politics 
[Excerpt:  "Tim Manning, director of homeland security and emergency management for New Mexico and spokesman for the National Emergency Management Association, whose members include his counterparts in the 49 other states, said he "could not object more vociferously" to the framework's concept that separate operational and strategic plans will be developed for 15 federally designated disaster scenarios.  "When you scale up to the level we're talking about, to have very duplicative plans with 30 variations will be disastrous," Manning said."]

Johnson, Matthew M.  "Transportation Committee Members Blast Disaster Response Plan."  CQ Homeland Security, September 11, 2007.  

Accessed at:  http://public.cq.com/docs/hs/hsnews110-000002582317.html
[Excerpt:  "New disaster preparation and response guidelines proposed by the Homeland Security Department have quickly drawn the ire of prominent House members, who are revisiting the idea of stripping DHS of its lead role in federal disaster response.

In 2006, Congress included provisions in the fiscal 2007 Homeland Security appropriations bill (PL 109-295) to clarify that the Federal Emergency Management Agency administrator is the principal emergency management adviser to the president and the primary federal official responsible for managing and coordinating federal response to disasters.

Now, senior members of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, and some state and local authorities, are concerned that the draft guidelines - known as the National Response Framework - could reestablish confusion about who is in charge. (See related story, CQ Homeland Security).

"Rather than complying with the law, DHS is heading in the complete opposite direction with this document," committee Chairman, James L. Oberstar D-Minn., said in a statement. "Even though I believe the Post Katrina Emergency Reform Act did not go far enough, because it kept FEMA within DHS, I have been willing to give this reform a chance to see if it works. However in light of the disregard DHS is showing for even the modest FEMA reforms enacted last year, I think it may be time for Congress to revisit whether this country can afford to continue to have FEMA buried in and hobbled by the Department of Homeland Security."]

Norton, Eleanor Holmes.  "Norton Asks for GAO Report to Help Clear Away Controversy and Confusion Surrounding New Plan for National Disasters."

Washington, DC:  Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton Website, September 11, 2007.  At: 

http://www.norton.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=639&Itemid=121 
[Excerpt:  "We are mindful of the difficulty of putting together a document so ambitious in its mandate that it is named a "National Response Framework." We must expect that any such document would incur some criticism. However, we are deeply troubled that the critiques of the plan we are receiving go to the congressional mandate in the Post-Katrina Act itself, suggesting that the Department "just doesn't get it," or does not want to get it."]

(4)  PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- HI-ED COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received news from the NETC Procurement Office today that a two-year Principles and Practice of Emergency Management course development contract has been signed with Dr. William Waugh, Jr. with Georgia State University.  This course development project will be aimed at the upper-division undergraduate level.
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