October 11-14, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Weekly Activity Report

(1)  BROWN HEARINGS:

Staff at the Suburban Emergency Management Project have transcribed the September 27 House hearings on FEMA and Katrina featuring Michael Brown.

Noted in previous EM HiEd activity reports were the first three reports n the hearings.  Provided are links to the most recent:  

http://www.semp.us/biots/biot_274.html
http://www.semp.us/biots/biot_275.html
http://www.semp.us/biots/biot_276.html
(2)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

October 11, 2005 -- Received for review, a redraft of chapter on "Gerontology and Emergency Management:  Discovering Pertinent Themes and Functional Elements Within the Two Disciplines," by Kathy Dreyer, Texas Institute for Research and Education on Aging, Center for Public Service, University of North Texas.

(3)  EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS [NOT GETTING IT] ARTICLE:

Bernstein, Sharon, and Ashley Powers.  "High in Quake Vulnerability, San Bernardino Low in Retrofits."  Los Angeles Times, October 14, 2005. Accessed

at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-calquake14oct14,0,1877580.story?coll
=la-home-headlines [Excerpts:  "San Bernardino lies between two of the state's most active earthquake faults, the San Andreas and San Jacinto.

Moreover, much of the city was built above a huge underground water basin.

Experts say this loose soil could liquefy in the event of a massive quake, causing buildings to topple. Like many cities in California, San Bernardino adopted an ordinance requiring owners to retrofit their buildings. But the City Council rescinded it in 1999 under pressure from property owners and business leaders who said it would be too expensive....There's a 1 in 3 chance of a major quake - as high as magnitude 8 on the San Andreas and 7 on the San Jacinto - along either of the two faults in the next 30 years, said Cal State San Bernardino professor Sally McGill, who specializes in the region's seismic geology. 'No point in San Bernardino is more than four miles from an active fault, McGill said. Lucy Jones, scientist in charge of Southern California for the U.S. Geological Survey, is more blunt about the area's prospects during a huge quake on one of those two faults. 'If you're San Bernardino, you're toast,' she said. 'San Bernardino is on two faults, and those buildings will fall down.'"]

(4)  FEMA FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM ARTICLE:

Gaul, Gilbert M.  "Repeat Claims Strain Federal Flood Insurance."

Washington Post, Oct. 11, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/10/AR2005101001
465.html?referrer=email&referrer=email

(5)  GUAM COMMUNITY COLLEGE -- DEVELOPING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

October 13, 2005 -- Communicated with Eric Chong of Guam Community College, who notes that GCC is developing an emergency management curriculum there based heavily on Emergency Management Institute Independent Study courses -- certainly an EM Certificate, if not eventually an Emergency Management Associate Degree.  For additional information, Eric Chong can be reached at:

echong@guamcc.edu

(6)  JOURNAL OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, Vol. 2, ISSUE 3

AVAILABLE:

Can be accessed at:  http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/.  Abstracts are available free of charge, but only subscribers can download all articles.  For information beyond that found at the URL noted above, contact Claire Rubin

at:  cbrubin@comcast.net

(7)  KANKAKEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE (IL) -- ANNOUNCES EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATE DEGREE:

October 11, 2005 -- Received copy of October 4th Press Release from Kankakee Community College announcing that its proposed Associates Degree in Emergency Management has been approved and will become operational this coming January, 2006. Core courses will include:

-- Introduction to Emergency Management

-- Emergency Management Policy and Planning

-- Incident Management System

-- Public Awareness and Community Relations

-- Hazardous Assessment and Mitigation

-- Exercise Design and Evaluation

-- Select Problems in Emergency Management

-- Sociology and Recovery of Disaster

For additional information the point-of-contact is Mike Casagrande, who can be reached at:  mcasagrande@kankakee.edu.

(8)  KATRINA and POST-KATRINA-RELATED ARTICLES AND PAPERS:

Ashwood, Albert (Vice-President, National Emergency Management Association and Director of the Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management).

"Recovering After Katrina:  Ensuring That FEMA Is Up To The Task - Testimony Before House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency Management."  October 6, 2005. Accessed at:  http://www.nemaweb.org/?1495
Burns, Robert.  "Miscommunication Cited in Katrina Response."  Associated Press, October 13, 2005. Accessed at:

http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory?id=1207640
Connolly, Ceci.  "Katrina Food Aid Blocked by U.S. Rules - Meals From Britain Sit in Warehouse."  Washington Post, October 14, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/13/AR2005101302
084.html

Freedberg, Sydney J., Jr.  "In One Louisiana Parish, Flexibility Trumps Bureaucracy."  National Journal, October 11, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=32521&dcn=todaysnews  

[Excerpt:  "Too much central coordination fatally slowed the response to Hurricane Katrina; too much individual initiative overloaded it. What the country needs is a system that can balance both....'We're not going to solve the problem by waving our magic wands and putting one person in charge of everything, because the problem is huge. You're either going to have a maze within one agency, or across agencies -- but it's still going to be a maze.'

The only way out of this labyrinth is to break down the walls. What the Incident Command System, the Coast Guard, good generals, voluntary associations, the Emergency Management Assistance Compact, and even the much-maligned FEMA have in common is the ability to reach across dividing lines -- federal/state/local; public/private; civilian/military -- and borrow the resources a particular crisis requires. 'The goal should not be to hardwire everything in,...'That's unattainable.' What is attainable is the ability to adapt.  Policy makers cannot draw the perfect organizational chart. But they can make bureaucracies nimbler, provide encouragement and structure for volunteers, and couple generous funding with strict standards so that agencies can act, not only forcefully, but together. Lawmakers can also remove obstacles to cooperation and reward adaptability -- and then pay for, and insist on, constant exercises so that everybody gets it right. Only the well organized can improvise well."]

Johnson, William.  "FEMA Meeting Disappoints Local Leaders."  Opelousas Daily World (LA), October 14, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.dailyworld.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051014/NEWS05/5101403
35  

[Excerpt: "'We don't need another press conference. We need action,' said former New Iberia Mayor Cliff Aucoin. Col. Bill Croft, who is heading the state's emergency housing task force and hosted the meeting with Lee Champagne, FEMA's newly named southwest Louisiana regional director, agreed completely. 'Governor Blanco will be the first person to say it's not moving fast enough,' Croft said. He blamed part of the problem on the nation's obsession with terrorism. He said the federal Office of Homeland Security has 15 planning categories, only two of which deal with natural disasters.

"All the funding went to terrorism. We need an all-hazards approach," Croft said. Champagne admitted there have been problems with FEMA response to the largest disaster in the nation's history, but predicted those problems will soon be a thing of the past."]

Mazzetti, Mark.  "Military Sees Limits to Role in U.S. Disasters."  Los Angeles Times, Oct. 13, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-military13oct13,0,20319
66.story?coll=ny-leadnationalnews-headlines 

Merle, Renae, and Griff Witte.  "Lack of Contracts Hampered FEMA - Dealing With Disaster on the Fly Proved Costly."  Washington Post, October 10, 2005.

Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/09/AR2005100901
383_pf.html

Messenger, Tony.  "Another Firefighter Lashes Out At FEMA's Inability To Do The Job."  Columbia Daily Tribune, October 13, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.columbiatribune.com/2005/Oct/20051013Feat001.asp  

National Emergency Management Association.  "Recommended Criteria and Process for Naming the Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

September 2005. Accessed at:  http://www.nemaweb.org/?1437
Schmitt, Eric, and Thom Shanker.  "Military May Propose an Active-Duty Force for Relief Efforts." New York Times, October 11, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/11/politics/11military.html?pagewanted=print
Social Science Research Council Website section on "Understanding Katrina:

Perspectives from the Social Sciences."  This website, updated daily with new additions, contains papers and essays by social scientists related to aspects of Hurricane Katrina.  From my perspective it is a treasure trove -- a must read -- http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/  Particularly

recommend:

-- "The Red Pill," by Dr. Kathleen Tierney

-- "Worst Case Katrina," by Dr. Lee Clarke

Tyson, Ann Scott.  "Pentagon Plans to Beef Up Domestic Rapid-Response Forces."  Washington Post, October 13, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2005/10/12/AR2005101202018.html 

Whoriskey, Peter, and Joby Warrick.  "Floodwall Overtopping May Not Be To Blame - Focus Now on New Orlean's Shifting Soil."  Washington Post, October 8, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2005/10/07/AR2005100701878_pf.html 

(9)  NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL UNIVERSITY (DURHAM) -- ANNOUNCES INSTITUTE FOR HOMELAND SECURITY AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT:

October 11, 2005 -- Receive from William Nicholson, Department of Criminal Justice, North Carolina Central University, a press release announcing the establishment of the Institute for Homeland Security and Workforce Development -- the purpose of which is "to better educate students and the local community about issues related to terrorism and emergency management."

Classes, seminars, workshops and forums are scheduled to begin during the Spring of 2006, and the university's plan is "to offer a professional master's degree in criminal justice in response to the growing demand for training and education of homeland security professionals and experts."  For additional information, William Nicholson can be reached at:

wnicholson@nccu.edu

(10)  PANDEMIC-RELATED ARTICLES:  

Brown, David, and Rick Weiss.  "Flu Plan Leaves Many Decisions at Local Level - U.S. Preparedness Draft Also Calls for Unprecedented Cooperation, Expert Says."  Washington Post, October 9, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2005/10/08/AR2005100801258.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 

Leon County Health Department Influenza Epidemic Tabletop Exercise -- Received on October 14, from Chris Floyd, Emergency Services Director, Capital Area Chapter, American Red Cross, a link to the above-mentioned exercise -- http://www.tallytown.com/redcross/lcte.html
Pickoff-White, Lisa.  "Countries Increase Stockpiles of Tamiflu ."  The National Academies (Science in the Headlines), October 12, 2005. Accessed

at: http://www.nationalacademies.org/headlines/20051012b.html
Pickoff-White, Lisa.  "Researchers Link 1918 Epidemic to Avian Flu."  The National Academies (Science in the Headlines), October 12, 2005. Accessed

at:  http://www.nationalacademies.org/headlines/20051012.html
Rosenthal, Elisabeth.  "Bird Flu Found in Romania and Turkey."

International Herald Tribune, October 10, 2005.   Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2005/10/09/news/health.php
Washington Post (Editorial).  "Pandemic Preparedness."  October 10, 2005.

Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/09/AR2005100900976_pf.html 

Weiss, Rick.  "Bush, Executives Consider Strategies to Ramp Up Vaccine Production - Spurred by Concern About Avian Flu, Officials Focus on Capacity to Fight Possible Pandemic."  Washington Post, October 8, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/07/AR2005100701808_pf.html 

(11)  PREPARING FOR CATASTROPHE WORKSHOP:

October 12-13, 2005 -- Hosted two-day workshop on Preparing for Catastrophe

-- addressing questions of (1) what colleges and universities can do to help put their communities and the country on a better catastrophe preparedness footing and (2) what can the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project do.  Amongst issues discussed:

-- Focusing the June 5-8 EM HiEd Conference on the theme of Preparing for Catastrophe

-- Working with NORTHCOM to try to combine their Spring Homeland Security/Defense HiEd Meeting with EM HiEd Conference

-- Developed list of Preparing for Catastrophe HiEd Conference topics

-- Arranged Conference topics according to plenary, breakout session, evening or pre-conference workshop venues

-- Allocated Conference topics areas to workshop participants to take responsibility for developing or finding organizer

-- Consensus agreement that an EM/HS-HD HiEd Association should form, develop speakers bureau, address accreditation

-- Putting on Local Officials Workshops on Preparing for Disaster and Catastrophe

-- The need to integrate EM & HS-D topics into courses on campus other than those in EM & HS-D programs

-- The need for faculty with EM & HS-D Programs and their students to work with local officials on plans and preparedness

-- More important to improve quality of existing EM & HS-D college courses than to advocate for more college programs

-- Incorporation of worst-case case studies (past and projected) into existing EM & HS-D college courses.

Amongst topics discussed for inclusion in the next EM (and probably HS-D) HiEd Conference:

-- Defining Catastrophe and Distinguishing from Disasters

-- Overview of Historical and Potential Future Catastrophes

-- Lessons Learned from Katrina and Rita

-- Pointers on Starting a New Emergency Management or Homeland Security/Defense Collegiate Program

-- How to Maintain and Grow Established EM & HS-D Programs

-- Military Role in Future Catastrophes

-- Emergency Management and Homeland Security/Defense Association, Speaker's Bureau, and Program Accreditation

-- International Disaster Management -- Focus on Lessons Learned from Foreign Catastrophes

-- Command and Control versus Cooperation and Coordination Models of Disaster Response

-- International Humanitarian Assistance and Relief

-- Debate on Extent to Which World has Changed Post 9/11

-- How to Surge in Catastrophe (Role of Volunteers, NGO's, Private Sector (Wal-Mart speaker))

-- Grantsmanship

-- GIS and Emergency Management Pre-Conference Workshop

-- Leadership in Disaster/Catastrophe Response

-- How to Design a College Course on Preparing for Catastrophe

-- The Media and Disasters/Catastrophes

-- Emergency Management and Homeland Security/Defense Core Competencies and Curriculum (AD, BA/S, Grad Levels)

-- Emergency Management and Homeland Security/Defense Core Body of Knowledge (Associate, Upper Division, Grad Levels)

Participants were:

Dr. Rick Bissell, University of Maryland, Baltimore County Daniel Byram, Corinthian Colleges, Inc.

Greg Donewar, West Virginia University

Randy Egsegian, Durham Technical Community College Kay Goss, Electronic Data Systems Corp., and IAEM T&E Committee Chair Dr. Jack Harrald, George Washington University Craig Marks, Blue Horizons LLC and Durham Technical Community College Dr. David McIntyre, Texas A&M University Sarah Miller, Western Washington University Dr. Havidan Rodriguez, Disaster Research Center, University of Delaware Dr. Greg Shaw, George Washington University Dr. Sharon Stanley, Ohio State University Dr. Stan Supinski, Battelle Memorial Institute (and formerly Director NORTHCOM Homeland Defense HiEd Program)

(12)  SECURITAS, VOL. 4, ISSUE 5, SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2005 (SUBURBAN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROJECT):

Contains articles on:

Naperville (IL) Does FEMA's Integrated Emergency Management course FEMA Course:  Suburban Community Hospital Perspective RWJF's John Lumpkin and the Katrina Catastrophe America's Forgotten Pandemic, Book Review

Accessed at:  http://www.semp.us/securitas/2005sept-oct.html
(13)  TERRORISM-RELATED ARTICLES:

Sciolino, Elaine, and Helene Fouquet.  "Terrorists In Europe Find Base in Belgium."  New York Times,  October 10, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2005/10/09/news/belgium-5413344.php
(14)  TIFFIN UNIVERSITY, TIFFIN OH -- CRIMINAL JUSTICE MASTER'S HOMELAND SECURITY ADMINISTRATION CONCENTRATION:

October 13, 2005 -- The Project Assistant communicated with Dr. Allen Smith at Tiffin who noted that Tiffin has begun a Homeland Security Administration Concentration within its Masters of Criminal Justice Program with 47 students.  Barbara Johnson is in the process of drafting a program description for posting to the homeland security section of The College List.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Smith can be reached

at:  smithra@tiffin.edu

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, N-430

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
