October 26, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BATON ROUGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE -- AAS IN PUBLIC SAFETY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT APPROVED:

The Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, received news from Sharon Flanagan, Dean of Business and Technology at Baton Rouge Community College, that two new programs have been approved and are being scheduled for Fall Semester 2007 implementation -- an Associate of Applied Science Degree in Public Safety and Emergency Management and a stand-alone Certificate in Emergency Management (with academic credits applied toward degree programs).  Several emergency management courses are already on the books at BRCC, and these will form the core of the new programs.  According to information provided to us by Dean Flanagan, these new programs are being designed for those students who wish to further their emergency management careers and for students seeking to enter the EM field.  Scheduled core courses are:

*
Emergency Management Leadership (3 credits) 

*
Emergency Response to Terrorism (3 credits)

*
Principles of Emergency Management (3 credits)

*
Technology and Emergency Management (3 credits)

*
Introduction to Emergency Management (3 credits)

*
Public Safety Critical Incident Management (3 credits)

*
Introduction to Hazards, Disasters and the Environment (3 credits)

*
Emergency Response Planning (3 credits)

*
Emergency Management Internship (3 credits)

*
Public Information Officer Basic Course (3 credits)

*
Basic Incident Command System (3 credits)

I talked with Dean Flanagan today and asked her how this initiative came about.  She responded that, like most offerings at the community college level, this initiative was the result of community-based requests, which started before Hurricane Katrina.  The Project Assistant is in the process of getting a description of this initiative posted to the "Programs Being Investigated/Proposed" section of The College List on the EM HiEd Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dean Flanagan can be reached at:  flanagans@mybrcc.edu 
(2)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS:

Hanson, Victor Davis.  "The Dark Ages - Live From the Middle East!" Jewish World Review, October 26, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.jewishworldreview.com/1006/hanson102606.php3
(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND THE ELDERLY:

Department of Health and Human Services.  Post Conference Report: Working Conference on Emergency Management and Individuals with Disabilities and the Elderly.  Washington, DC:  HHS and DHS, September 2006.  92 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.add-em-conf.com/confreport.htm
[Excerpt:  "While the destructive and deadly hurricane season of 2005 was the trigger which initially motivated the organizers to facilitate this unprecedented conference, the purpose and results span all disasters, all geographic regions, and time.... The unique structure of the conference brought together Governor-appointed delegations from each State to connect emergency management officials with key leaders from the disability and aging communities."]

Morrissey, Patricia A.  "Outcomes of the Working Conference on Emergency Management and Individuals With Disabilities and the Elderly."  EIIP Virtual Forum Presentation Transcript, October 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc061025.htm
[An overview of the June 28-30, 2006 Conference organized by Dr. Morrissey, Commissioner, Administration on Development Disabilities, Administration on Children & Families, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, and by Daniel W. Sutherland, Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties at the Department of Homeland Security.  There are links to a backgrounder and conference report.]

(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Communicated with Dr. Gavin Smith, Director, Office of Recovery and Renewal, Office of the Governor, Mississippi, concerning his suggestion to schedule a session "on the progress made (or not made) following Hurricane Katrina."  We are discussing the best way to position this topic amongst the varied ways of material presentation at the conference - such as workshops, plenary sessions, and breakout sessions, as well as potential additional presenters.  Dr. Smith is the author of the FEMA EM HiEd Project College Course on Holistic Disaster Recovery found at:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/sdr.asp
Communicated with Dr. Fred May, Associate Professor, Emergency Management Program, Jacksonville State University, AL, on his presenting a roughly 2-hour breakout session on "Teaching Science in Emergency Management Curriculum," to include such topics as:

* USGS WaterWatch and the application of hydrographs and historical river flow information.

* Interactive Weather Information Network (IWIN) for severe weather advisories. 

* NRCS SNOTEL (Snowpack Telemetry) Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) data, current and historic.

* National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) Drought Monitor

* National Geophysical Data Center and historic Palmer Drought Severity Index, local drought histories, as well as wet cycles.

As noted in a previous activity report, Dr. May believes that while "it is well accepted that the earth's physical environment is integrally involved in natural disasters, there yet seems to be a reluctance among emergency managers to have much interaction those scientists who specialize in the earth's physical environment, even with those working close by in sister agencies of government."

(5)  NEW ORLEANS LEVEE FAILURES AND THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT:

National Academy of Engineering and National Research Council.  Third Report of the NAE/NRC Committee on New Orleans Regional Hurricane Protection Projects (Prepublication Copy).  Washington, DC:  National Academies Press, October 25, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nationalacademies.org/morenews/20061025.html
A "New Orleans Times Picayune" article on this report today states that: "A hard-hitting review by an elite science and engineering panel has prompted the investigation team led by Army Corps of Engineers to recant parts of its investigation into levee failures during Hurricane Katrina, including statements in a draft report released five months ago purporting that there was no evidence of negligence or malfeasance by the corps or its contractors. The panel's report also takes issue with the original draft's contention that the major cause of the failures could not have been foreseen by the levee system's designers, a finding the corps has not removed from its original report."  This NOTP article is accessible at:  http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-6/1161842104280850.xml&coll=1 
(6)  OKALOOSA-WALTON COLLEGE, NICEVILLE, FL -- AAS IN EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION & MANAGEMENT:

Talked today with Brian K. Shonk, Director of Public Safety at Okaloosa-Walton College concerning the anticipated roll-out of a new Associate of Applied Science Degree in Emergency Administration and Management beginning this January 2007.  This degree is designed to allow students to concentrate in one of four areas:  Fire Science, Homeland Security, Criminal Justice, or Emergency Administration. Core courses required for all concentrations will be:

* Introduction to Emergency Management Administration

* Disaster Communications

* Emergency Preparedness

* Contingency Planning for the Private Sector

* Contingency Planning for the Public Sector

* Effect of Disaster on Society

* Technical Applications in Emergency Management

Director Shonk notes that he is fairly confident that the new program will "stand-up" without a hitch this January.  There is a description of this program in the "Programs Being Investigated/Proposed" section of The College List on the EM HiEd Project website -- near the bottom.  For additional information go to:

http://www.owcc.cc.fl.us/PublicSafety/EmergencyAdministrationandManagement.cfm   or email Director Shonk at:  shonkb@owc.edu 
(7)  PANDEMIC:

Department of Justice.  The Role of Law Enforcement in Public Health Emergencies - Special Considerations For An All-Hazards Approach. Washington DC:  DOJ Office of Justice Programs, Partnerships for Safer Communities, and DOJ Bureau of Justice Assistance, in partnership with Police Executive Research Forum, September 2006, 42 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/pdf/role_law_enforce.pdf
[Excerpt:  "Recently, increases in cases of avian flu in both humans and animals have raised concern about the threat of another flu pandemic.... Public health emergencies pose special challenges for law enforcement.... This document will help state and local law enforcement officials and policymakers to understand communicable diseases (including terminology and methods of transmission) and the threat they pose to public health and safety."]

(8)  PREPAREDNESS:

Hsu, Spencer S.  "Caution Flag for Evacuation Plans."  Washington Post, October 26, 2006.  At: 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/25/AR2006102501765.html 
(9)  UNIVERSITY OF AKRON -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Received today a request to post a vacancy announcement for a teaching position within the Emergency Management Bachelor's Degree at the University of Akron -- in the EM Faculty Positions section of the EM HiEd Project website.  Pasted in below as well.

TITLE: Associate/Full Professor; DEPT: PUBLIC SERVICE TECHNOLOGY; POS:

003842

SALARY:  Competitive      START:  Open 

DUTIES: Teach in the Emergency Management Bachelor's program.  It may also include an opportunity for graduate level instruction. Serve as co-director of the Center for Emergency Management and Homeland Security Policy Research. Curriculum review and development with increasing emphasis on distributed education. Responsibility to represent the University and interface with the public/private sector to establish collaborative relationships. Additional duties include, but not limited to, developing new courses, keeping office hours for availability to students, participating in student recruitment activities, mentoring students, professional development, serving on committees at area, Department, College and University levels, and representing the University and College through public service.

QUALIFICATIONS:  Master's degree in emergency management, public administration, fire science, sociology, political science, criminal justice, security administration or intelligence studies required.  ABD or doctorate in a related discipline preferred.  A minimum of three years of college level teaching in emergency management or a related field required.  Minimum of three years of related professional experience in emergency management or homeland security required.  Evidence of successful grant writing and a related research agenda required.  Evidence of successful creation and sustainability of partnerships between academia and the public/private sector required. A strong commitment to teaching and learning is expected as well as professional growth leading to tenure.

COMMENTS:  Applicants should submit a curriculum vitae and supporting documents, including transcripts of degrees earned.

SEND APPLICATION MATERIALS TO:  Professor John E. Mumper, Chair, Emergency Management Search Committee, Polsky Bldg. Suite 161, The University of Akron, Akron, OH 44325-4304.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:  Open until filled 

(10)  UNIVERSITY OF WEST INDIES -- DEVELOPING DISASTER RISK REDUCTION DEGREE:

Forwarded to me today was following article from the "Jamaica Gleaner" newspaper:

"Kingston, Jamaica, October 26, 2006 (Jamaica Gleaner) - The Centre for Disaster Risk Reduction Management at the University of the West Indies (UWI) is to begin offering degree programmes in disaster risk reduction next year, according to Professor Wayne Hunte, pro-vice-chancellor for research at the institution. According to Professor Hunte, there are several persons across the region who have responsibility for risk reduction but have little training in that area.  The centre, which was established in February, came about because of the devastating impact that Hurricane Ivan had on Grenada and Jamaica in 2004. 

Professor Hunte told The Gleaner yesterday that the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA) conducted a consultation in 2002, which examined whether tertiary level institutions were adequately looking at training in disaster management. He noted that it was found that while some sort of training existed, it was poorly coordinated.

Jeremy Collymore, coordinator for CDERA, said the aim is to have a coordinated effort to ensure that the delivery of teaching and research at the institutions meet the priority needs of the region. A two-day consultation held on the Mona campus of the UWI Tuesday and yesterday decided that UWI will lead the process of a stake-holder dialogue on risk reduction issues in the education sector across the region. The meeting examined the number of initiatives taking place in the institutions and a draft framework driven by four priority outcomes were developed. These are: A regional disaster risk reduction outcome to lead the knowledge management. Standardisation of disaster teaching materials and products across the region, The need for solution driven research, And a strategy and curriculum for building a culture of safety for the region."

(11)  WAR ON TERROR:  

White House.  "Interview of the Vice President by Scott Hennen, WDAY at Radio Day at the White House."  24 Oct 2006.  At:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/10/print/20061024-7.html
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