October 24, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Beckner, Christian.  "DHS Identifies Priorities for 2007."  Homeland Security Watch, October 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.hlswatch.com/2006/10/23/dhs-identifies-priorities-for-2007/
[Excerpt: "DHS Assistant Secretary for the Private Sector Office Alfonso Martinez-Fonts spoke at a presentation today at an event hosted by Congressional Quarterly, and in his remarks discussed some of the outcomes from a DHS senior-level offsite held two weeks ago. He noted that the offsite meeting led to the identification of six top-level priorities for DHS in 2007:

Keeping bad people out of the United States; Keeping the "really bad stuff" out of the United States (esp. rad-nuke materials); Strengthening the screening of workers and travelers; Securing critical infrastructure; Building a nimble, effective emergency response system and a culture of preparedness; Strengthening the core management of DHS."]

Government Printing Office.  "Department of Homeland Security Budget Overview, Fiscal Year 2007 Congressional Budget Justification." Washington DC, GPO, 2933 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/senate/appropriations/s06appro.html
[Scroll down to the "Homeland Security" section and click on the PDF file for the 6th item down, "Department of Homeland Security Budget Overview for Fiscal Year 2007."  Then be patient -- it takes a while to load this large PDF file.  For interest in the FEMA section, go to pages 1023-1310 as read on your browser.]

(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE TRAINING POSITIONS:

Saw a piece of internal correspondence late yesterday which noted that there are four "Training Specialist" and "Supervisory Training Specialist" positions being advertised here at FEMA's Emergency Management Institute. For information on these, one can go to the following OPM website and key in "training specialist" in the search engine -- then scroll down.  The ones for EMI and among those listed.  

Go to:  http://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/?WT.svl=navsearch
(3)  FEMA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Received over the last 24 hours more suggestions for the next EM HiEd Conference than can be incorporated into today's activity report. Do, though, want to note that recommendations are being received and are appreciated.  

Amongst the incoming is a note on one topic which is a continuation of the GIS in EM & HS Workshop held during the last conference.  Not only will be we putting on two separate and different pre-conference GIS workshops on Monday, June 4th, but planning to put on a roughly two-hour conference breakout session as well.  I am noting this here and now in that we just received from Dr. Jamie Mitchem the following proposal concerning this breakout session:

Title: Applications of Geospatial Technology for Emergency Management

Description: Geospatial technologies (GIS, GPS, and remote sensing) are becoming increasingly important for emergency management.  This session will illustrate some successful strategies for implementing these technological tools during each phase of emergency management.  Topics to be discussed will include costs, benefits, data issues, and future trends in geospatial technology's infusion in emergency management.  The goal of this session is to illustrate the analytical power and efficiency of this technology, and to spark discussion about its application to decision making and management of emergency situations.

(Participants are encouraged, but NOT required to attend the pre-conference Workshop on this subject.)

Moderators:  
Jamie Mitchem, Assistant Professor

                      Department of Earth Sciences

                      California University of Pennsylvania

                      California, PA

   
          Thomas Mueller, Associate Professor

                      Department of Earth Sciences

                      California University of Pennsylvania

                      California, PA

Panelists:     Kevin Mickey, Director, Professional Education and

Outreach

                       The Polis Center

                       Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis

                       Indianapolis, IN

              
John Pine, Professor

                       Department of Geography and Anthropology

                       Louisiana State University

                       Baton Rouge, LA


        
Malcolm MacGregor, Professor 

          

Marine Safety & Environmental Protection Department

            Massachusetts Maritime Academy

                        Buzzards Bay, MA 

Note:  For information on this conference breakout session, Dr. Mitchem can be reached at:  mitchem@cup.edu 
Received from Dr. Fred May, Jacksonville State University, AL, the following suggestion: "I would like to see a conference session on Teaching Science in Emergency Management Curricula."  Dr. May writes that while "it is well accepted that the earth's physical environment is integrally involved in natural disasters...there seems a reluctance among emergency managers to have much interaction those scientists who specialize in the earth's physical environment, even with those working close by in sister agencies of government....  I think that in our all-hazards framework that the hazards and their sciences and professionals are severely neglected.  Mileti (Dennis) said it right that emergency managers need to be taught a little geology, a little engineering, a little seismology, and little of all these sciences to be able to communicate with these scientists."  Dr. May can be reached at: fmay@jsu.edu 
Couple other ideas to note before closing activity report out for today -- Claire Rubin recommends two topics:  First,  "Federal emergency management-- historic events and lessons learned or not."  Second, "the contribution of social science research, using some of the results published in the recent NAS book 'Facing Hazards and Disasters'."

(4)  LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY -- DISASTER SCIENCE AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Received for posting within The College List on the EM HiEd Project website, redrafts of three disaster science and management programs at LSU -- an undergraduate minor, an undergraduate concentration (akin to a major), and a graduate minor available for Masters and Doctoral students.  Called Dr. Pine up to acknowledge receipt and ask couple clarifying questions.  Took opportunity to ask how things are going at LSU, and he noted that student interest, while not bad before, has been increasing in the post-Katrina environment.  Forwarded his program descriptions to the EMI Webmaster for uploading to the College List.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Pine can be reached at: jpine@lsu.edu 
(5)  ONONDAGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE, NY -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DEGREE PROGRAM:

Received some news from Phil Politano, Program Coordinator of the Emergency Management Associate Degree Program at Onondaga Community College, part of the State University of New York.  Notes: "We're in the midst of a great semester here at OCC. Enrollment is up, and we're seeing continued interest as we approach registration time for Spring 2007. Many of our courses have been updated. They've passed the curriculum and faculty approval processes and we're now awaiting State approval. This process started in the spring of 2005.  Most of the changes are combining our one credit offerings into three credit offerings, developing a new course titled "Introduction to Public Safety Response" and enhancing the content of the Principles and Response and Recovery courses to include more current content.  We are still waiting to have our Internship approved. The challenge seems to be the never ending "training" vs. "education" argument."  For additional information, Phil Politano can be reached at:  politanp@sunyoff.edu   

(6)  PANDEMIC:

World Health Organization.  "Immediate and Sustained Actioin Required to Sharply Increase Pandemic Influenza Vaccine Supply."  October 23, 2006. Accessed at:

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2006/pr58/en/index.html
[Note:  Report also accessible.]

(7)  PREPAREDNESS:  

Joint Legislative Committee on Performance Evaluation and Expenditure Review (PEER).  A Legal Analysis of Emergency Powers Given in Mississippi Law Regarding Pandemics and Bioterrorism - Report to the Mississippi Legislature (Report # 491).  October 10, 2006, 27 pages.

Accessed at:  http://www.peer.state.ms.us/491.html
[Excerpt from Executive Summary: "PEER prepared this report in response to legislative concerns that have arisen over the state's authority to respond to possible avian flu pandemics or acts of bioterrorism. In reviewing Mississippi law regarding emergency responses to these occurrences, PEER used the Model State Emergency Health Powers Act as a criterion for evaluating the adequacy of Mississippi's emergency response laws. The model act is a comprehensive model statute that was developed by the Center for Law and Public Health at the Georgetown University Law Center and Johns Hopkins University after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. The model act provides for emergency planning; the investigation of occurrences of diseases; the declaration of health emergencies; the provision of technical support by state agencies to stricken areas; the securing and, if necessary, taking of property by state entities for the protection of public health; the mandatory medical examination and vaccination of persons suspected of being infected; and the dissemination of information about health emergencies."] 

Lantigua, John.  "So. Fla. Hurricane Plans Getting $4 Million Plug." Palm Beach Post, 24Oct2006.

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/storm/content/local_news/epaper/2006/10/24/s1b_LAKEO_1024.html 
[Excerpt:  "Most of the $4 million in Federal Emergency Management Agency funds will go to a Baton Rouge emergency response firm, Innovative Emergency Management, which is being paid to better prepare those officials and coordinate the response at all levels of government.  According to the director of disaster response programs for IEM, J.

Krause Wilson, the firm will place seven planners in Florida, another at FEMA regional offices in Atlanta and another at FEMA in Washington. They all will contribute to the writing of two hurricane preparedness plans for Florida. The first involves a possible failure of the dike and the second will plot preparation and response for a "catastrophic event," such as a Category Five hurricane hitting South Florida. It will cover the area between the Florida Keys and Palm Beach County. That second plan should be completed in two years and will include components on debris removal, water and fuel supply, transportation and temporary housing. Another major aspect of the planning is evacuation."]

Morgan, Curtis.  "FEMA to Help State Plan For Two Potential Disasters."

Miami Herald, 24Oct06.

http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/state/15833012.htm?source=rss&channel=miamiherald_state 
[Excerpt:  "Calling Florida the state 'most vulnerable' to hurricanes, federal emergency managers announced Monday they would spend nearly $4 million to help plan recovery from two nightmare scenarios: a failure of the aging levee around Lake Okeechobee and a Category 5 hurricane slamming Greater Miami."] 

(8)  SOUTHWEST TENNESSEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE -- TO START HOMELAND SECURITY ASSESSMENT PROGRAM:

Received flier from Tracy Dewitt at Southwest Tennessee Community College, announcing that the Homeland Security Assessment Program which has been under development, is now scheduled for implementation this-coming Spring Semester 2007.  According to Tracy's note, "The program consists of five courses that will train professionals to look at an organization and tell where its vulnerability lies, whether it's within the organization itself or extends outwards to its vendors....

The courses that are included in the program are: Introduction to Homeland Security, Legal Aspects of Homeland Security, Survey of Information Security, Organizational Behavior and Homeland Security Risk Assessment.... For more information on the program or on Southwest, visit the Web site www.southwest.tn.edu or call (901) 333-5000."  Tracy Dewitt can be reached at:  tgdewitt@southwest.tn.edu 
(9)  UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS:

Received email from Dorothy Miller, the Emergency Management Coordinator, Office of Emergency Management, University of Texas-Dallas, who notes that from her knowledge-base and some preliminary survey work, it appears to be the case that many colleges and universities with emergency management academic programs for students do not have an emergency manager for the campus.  She asked me -- " How can we, as universities and colleges create and support an emergency mgmt/homeland security curriculum and program yet not have a position identified on campus?"  Strikes me as a good question and one to which I do not have a great answer.  Would be great if all schools with emergency management programs could "walk the talk" -- though as I noted in response, not all faculty associated with emergency management academic programs have the clout or position on campus necessary to be heard on this topic.  For those who would like to communicate with Dorothy Miller on this topic, she can be reached at:  dorothy@utdallas.edu  

(10)  WAR ON TERROR:

Haass, Richard N.  "The New Middle East."  Foreign Affairs, November/December 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20061101faessay85601/richard-n-haass/the-new-middle-east.html 
Phares, Walid.  "Mainstream Press Gets Radical Islam Wrong Again - Dangerously Wrong."  Family Security Matters, 24Oct2006.  At:

http://www.familysecuritymatters.org/challenges.php?id=360915
(11)  WAR ON TERROR -- IRAQ:

New York Times Editorial.  "Trying To Contain the Disaster In Iraq."

October 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/10/24/opinion/ediraq.php
[Excerpt:  "The only question is whether the United States can extricate itself without leaving behind an unending civil war that will spread more chaos and suffering throughout the Middle East while spawning terrorism across the globe."] 

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, K-011

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

