March 12-14, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report

(1)  ALLAN HANCOCK COLLEGE, SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CA -- DEVELOPING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DEGREE:

The Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, received a communication today from Michael McDonough, Associate Faculty, Allan Hancock College, with several campuses in Santa Barbara County, California, noting that Allan Hancock is developing an Associate Degree in Emergency Management.  The first course will be "Principles of Emergency Management," which is in the final approval process with an anticipated roll-out date of Fall Semester 2007.  Mr. McDonough anticipates a 10-course curriculum for the EM AD.  For additional information, Michael McDonough can be reached at: mmcdonough@hancockcollege.edu 

(2)  DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Haig, Wendy and Uzair Dada.  "Through a Different Lens."  Digital Communities, 1 March 2007.  At:

http://www.govtech.net/digitalcommunities/story.php?id=104175&utm_source=emergency_070313&utm_medium=enews&utm_content=story 
[Excerpt:  "A federal scorecard recently released by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) graded the maturity of 75 metropolitan areas for their emergency agencies' ability to communicate and coordinate during a disaster. According to the scorecard, only six out of 75 metropolitan areas received high scores.... While a knee-jerk reaction might be to point shameful fingers at the state and local governments in failing jurisdictions, it is federal government officials who must do a better job with structure, format and guidance processes. Lagging evaluations reflect incomplete technical and operational standards, complex and inadequate policies and direction, and cumbersome methodologies for local officials who are already too overworked to reasonably absorb and deploy new systems and directives. Since the majority of our states and jurisdictions function well, one might look at these scorecards through a different lens. Rather, from the lens through which the DHS has unintentionally graded itself poorly on communication and coordination abilities during disasters.... "] 

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

March 13, 2007 -- Barbara Johnson, the EM HiEd Project Assistant, began to mail out conference application/registration packages to representatives of those colleges and universities listed in the Emergency Management section of The College List on the EM HiEd Project website -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/
The delay was in my making the time to put together a working draft agenda.  That working draft document, which will definitely change, and other materials relating to the conference, can be found within the "Conference Box" at the top of the EM HiEd Project homepage -- at: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference07.asp
For those who do not receive an application/registration packet who wish to attend this "By Invitation" event, please contact me at the email address at the end of this EM HiEd Project Report.  

(4)  FEMA:

FEMA.  "Opening Statement of R. David Paulison, Director, Federal Emergency Management Agency...Before the U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Homeland Security, March 9, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.fema.gov/txt/media/2007/paulison030907_testimony.txt
[BWB Note:  Not your average statement in my opinion -- recommend a thorough read.]

(5)  FEMA -- AND "HOMELAND HYSTERIA"

Reiss, Cory.  "Still A Four Letter Word, FEMA Scrambles To Reform."

Ocala.com, March 4, 2007.  At:

http://www.ocala.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070304/NEWS/203040350/1002/NEWS 
[Excerpt: "'Time will tell,' said Craig Fugate, director of the Florida Division of Emergency Management. 'But I think what you have for the first time is Congress being very specific on what they see FEMA being capable of doing, and that's one thing FEMA's never really had.  FEMA's always been like your spare tire.'.... Fugate said Sept. 11 prompted 'homeland hysteria' that led the administration to think of terrorism differently than natural disasters, even though many preparation and response needs at the federal, state and local levels are the same."]

(6)  HARFORD COMMUNITY COLLEGE, BEL AIR MD -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

March 14, 2007 -- Communicated with John F. Mayhorne, Dean for Business, Computing, and Applied Technology at Harford Community College, concerning the school's investigation into the development of an emergency management or emergency management and homeland security certificate program, perhaps to be followed by an Associate Degree.

Reviewed a Curriculum Framework document provided for review and discussed broad curriculum design issues.  For additional information, Dean Mayhorne can be reached at:  Jmayhorn@Harford.edu 
(7)  ICMA (INTERNATIONAL CITY/COUNTY MANAGERS ASSOCIATION) GREEN BOOK:

March 14, 2007 -- had a rather lengthy conversation today with Christine Ulrich, Editorial Director of ICMA Press, concerning the anticipated release this Fall of the new ICMA "Greenbook" "Emergency Management: Principles and Practice for Local Government, 2nd edition."  Talked as well about the types of projects and/or materials that I think are needed at the local government level -- the types of projects the ICMA might want to initiate or get involved with in partnership with other organizations -- such as the CSG, NACO, IAEM, NEMA, NFPA-1600 Committee, CEM, EMAP.

(8)  MARITIME SECURITY, LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS:

Government Accountability Office.  Maritime Security:  Public Safety Consequences of a Terrorist Attack on a Tanker Carrying Liquefied Natural Gas Need Clarification (GAO-07-316).  Washington, DC:  GAO Report to Congressional Requesters, February 2007, 46 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-316
(9)  PRINCIPLES OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- SERVING THE PUBLIC:

Sunshine Week.  The Sunshine Week 2007 National Information Audit:

Comprehensive Emergency Response Review.  March 11, 2007, 21 pages.

http://www.sunshineweek.org/sunshineweek/audit07
[Excerpt from Press Release on this report:  "A nationwide information audit, conducted as a prelude to Sunshine Week, found slightly more than four in 10 of the official gatekeepers willing - if wary - to provide copies of emergency response plans, which federal law makes public. Other local officials, however, reacted to requests with confusion, outright denials and sometimes by calling police to check out the auditors. Many weren't sure who had the authority to release the reports, or even where the documents were located."]

(10)  SURVEY OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION WITH EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS:

Communicated with Carol Cwiak, a doctoral student and instructor at North Dakota State University, who will very shortly be sending out a survey to the approximately 130 colleges and universities within the Emergency Management section of The College List on the EM HiEd Project website.  Provided several comments and suggestions.  Carol is scheduled to present the findings of this survey at the June 4-7, 2007 10th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference.  I am anticipating a 100% response rate to Carol's short, and very important to us, survey instrument.

(11)  TERRORISM:  

Government Accountability Office.  Combating Nuclear Terrorism: DHS's Decision to Procure and Deploy the Next Generation of Radiation Detection Equipment Is Not Supported by Its Cost-Benefit Analysis (Statement of Gene Aloise, Director, Natural Resources and Environment, GAO).  Washington, DC:  GAO, Testimony Before the Subcommittee on Emerging Threats, Cybersecurity, and Science and Technology; Committee on Homeland Security; House of Representatives, March 14, 2007, 16 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-581T
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