June 25, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 2007 -- ADDITIONAL PROCEEDINGS:

Received breakout session reports from:

Jack R. Breese (Jrb42@uakron.edu), Emergency Management Student at the University of Akron, on "Getting New Collegiate Emergency Management Programs Started: Upper Division & Graduate Levels" (2nd Round of Wednesday, June 6th, Afternoon Breakout Session), with Dr. Michael J. O'Connor Jr., Joan D. Barrax, Ph.D., Lloyd Burton, Ph.D. and Mr. Bill Newmann as presenters.

Meghan Butasek, University of Maryland student, on "Picking up the

Pieces: Asking the Right Questions and Learning the Right Lessons-Hurricane Katrina and the Pennsylvania Winter Storms" (Session: 1:00-2:30pm, Thursday, June 7th), by Jennifer Holt Thamer of James Lee Witt Associates On the PA Winter Storms of 2007 and Dr. Steven Daniels, Department of Public Policy Administration, California State University, Bakersfield, on Katrina Lessons Learned.

Justin Ferrell, Philadelphia University student, on "E-Learning in Emergency Management" breakout session presented by Dr's. Tom Schneid and Larry Collins of Eastern Kentucky University, assisted by William Hudson with the American Association of Community Colleges, and moderated by Dr. Robert Berry of Western Carolina University.

Elizabeth Hensel, Emergency Management and GIS Concentration Student at California University of Pennsylvania, on "FEMA Legislative History, Disasters and the Law, and Post-Katrina Law and Legislation" (1st Round of Tuesday, June 5th, Afternoon Breakout Session).       

Robert Lynn, MPA (rlynn40@neo.rr.com) on "The War on Terror:  Objective Approaches to Risk Assessment and Catastrophe Management" (1st Round of Tuesday, June 5th, Afternoon Breakout Session) by Dr. Ian S. Lustick, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Pennsylvania.

Stacy Peerbolte, M.A. CEM (stacypeerbolte@hotmail.com), an Emergency Management Graduate Student at Walden University, reporting on the 1st Round of Tuesday, June 5th, Afternoon Breakout Session "Online Teaching Using Web-based Hazard and Disaster Research Tools," by Dr. Fred May of Jacksonville State University, and Jennifer Davey, an Emergency Management Specialist at the Children's Hospital and Regional Medical Center in Seattle, WA.

All reports were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Hi-Ed Conferences tab -- 2007 Conference subtab -- Conference Agenda -- which serves as the platform for the upload of all material collected relating to the conference and serving as the Conference Proceedings -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/07conf/Agenda%202007%20EM%20HiEd%20Conf.doc -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(2)  FEMA:

Braddock, Martha.  "Memorandum on:  Results of Senate Appropriations Committee Action on FY 2008 Budget for Department of Homeland Security (DHS)."  June 22, 2007, 11 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.iaem.com/committees/GovernmentAffairs/documents/SenateAppropriationsUpdateDHSFY08062207.pdf 
O'Matz, Megan.  "Court Rules FEMA Must Turn Over Documents."  South Florida Sun Sentinel, June 23, 2007.  Accessed at:  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/florida/sfl-flbfema0623sbjun23,0,981110,print.story 
[Excerpt:  "The Federal Emergency Management Agency must turn over to the South Florida Sun-Sentinel and other news organizations the addresses of 1.3 million disaster aid recipients, a federal appellate court in Atlanta ruled Friday. FEMA had been fighting to keep the information secret for almost three years. The Sun-Sentinel sought the addresses as part of its reports on fraud and mismanagement in FEMA's disaster aid program after Hurricane Frances lashed Florida during Labor Day weekend 2004....

A three-judge panel ruled the release of the addresses will help the newspaper and the public determine "whether FEMA has been a good steward of billions of taxpayer dollars." The question, the court found, is an important one given the agency's "awesome statutory responsibility to prepare the nation for and respond to all ... national disasters and terrorist attacks."....

After Hurricane Frances struck Florida, the Sun-Sentinel filed a Freedom of Information Act request with FEMA, seeking the names and addresses of almost 10,000 disaster aid claimants in Miami-Dade County. The paper was trying to determine why the individuals received $21.5 million when the storm hit 100 miles north, causing little obvious damage in Miami-Dade.

FEMA refused to release the identities of the claimants and provided the Sun-Sentinel with claims data by ZIP code only. The newspaper used the information to target the general location of the aid in relation to the storm's path and impact. By canvassing neighborhoods and obtaining other state, local and federal records, the Sun-Sentinel showed, over the next 15 months, how FEMA paid millions of dollars to people who had little or no damage from Hurricane Frances and some of the other storms that hit in 2004. It also became obvious that the waste and fraud had occurred in prior disasters nationwide in which individuals found FEMA's procedures so lax they referred to assistance as 'free money'."

(3)  FEMA ADVISORY BOARD COMMENTARY (CONTINUED):

Canton, Lou:  From: Lucien Canton [mailto:lcanton@pacbell.net]

Sent: Thursday, June 21, 2007

To: iaem-list@iaem.com 
Subject: RE:[iaem-list] FEMA Advisory Council

IAEM Discussion Group:

"....There are plenty of average EMs who serve in leadership roles in various local and national organizations and on national task forces and working groups. There are also plenty of folks like me who have been local emergency managers and are now in consulting or private sector work who would be willing to serve. Ignoring IAEM after all the lobbying work we have done is unforgivable. I think that, as we have noted over the past few years, there is a continued lack of understanding on the part of the Washington brokers as to what we do and a predilection to involve subject matter experts rather than those who actually have the responsibility for coordinating a multi-disciplinary approach."

Fields, Bob

Subject: RE: FEMA Advisory Council

From: "Bob Fields" bob.fields@sbcglobal.net 
Date: Fri, 22 Jun 2007

I also submitted a timely application with nary a thanks, no thanks response.  But then I did not expect one, having applied with a willingness to serve attitude and a nothing ventured, nothing gained philosophy.  My extensive and rewarding thirty plus years as an emergency management practicing professional have taught me that, in a political environment, expectations are little more than prescriptions for disappointment.

In those past 30+ years, I acquired an indelible and forged perception that the apparent rejection is not personal.  It is part of the inevitable background noise of an otherwise exiting and challenging profession.  I also politely disagree with the generous comment that FEMA exclusion of IAEM is an unforgivable oversight - in my opinion it is plain and simple power broker arrogance.

I once reported for several years to a politician (mayor of a mid-sized city) with whom I developed a rare deep and lasting friendship.  One several occasions, my friend and mentor the mayor opined that, in general, politicians are often very leery (perhaps paranoid) of professional staff that could or do garner more public visibility than themselves.  Simply put, emergency management practitioners are often viewed as being too technical and inflexible to the demands of political compromise.  According to the mayor, politicians are particularly sensitive to (and often suppress) credible professional [not political] disagreement or rebuttal that may disrupt their political agenda.  Unfortunately, in a world saturated with pedantic grandstanding, credible and attributable practitioner input is frequently set aside or outright shunned. 

Surprise, surprise - our reality is that the FEMA Advisory Council is not composed of emergency management program accountability practitioners but rather an apparent assembly of political personalities connected and/or associated with the emergency management arena. 

Our reality is also that IAEM must lobby our collective interests more effectively.

The bottom line for me is that dwelling on the background noise can distract us and take our eyes of our public service goals.  I am an emergency management practitioner and proud of my profession and the many, many colleagues who thanklessly toil in our field...."

Bob Fields, CEM, Chief - Emergency and Anti-Terrorism Operations, Lockheed Martin Space Systems Company, Sunnyvale, California.

Selves, Mike

IAEM Discussion List Note on IAEM President Mike Selves Response

Subject: Re: FEMA Advisory Council

21 Jun 2007.  

"This is an excerpt from Congressional Quarterly with a comment from our IAEM President; he sums it up well... 'While the 28 members, appointed to serve three-year terms, represent a broad range of expertise, from private sector infrastructure protection to public health and local government, one stakeholder organization is not pleased with the agency's final selections. There is not a single certified, local emergency manager or a member of [International Association of Emergency Managers] leadership,' IAEM President Mike Selves said in an e-mail to Congressional Quarterly. 'IAEM is very disappointed and somewhat frustrated with this glaring oversight in the composition of the NAC, especially in light of the almost universal sentiment, expressed at all levels of government, that 'all disasters are local'."

(4)  KATRINA AN ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION:

Government Accountability Office Hurricane Katrina:  EPA's Current and Future Environmental Protection Efforts Could Be Enhanced by Addressing Issues and Challenges Faced on the Gulf Coast (GAO-07-651).  Washington,

DC:  GAO, June 25, 2007, 102 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-651
(5)  MITIGATION:

NOAA.  "NOAA Emphasizes Importance of Using New Elevations In Louisiana Reconstruction, Recovery Projects - Provides Critical Update on South Louisiana Elevation Surveys."  News Release, June 16, 2007.  Accessed

at:

http://www.publicaffairs.noaa.gov/releases2007/jun07/noaa07-r421.html
(6)  MITIGATION -- AS ALL TOO USUALLY PRACTICED, OR NOT -- OR DISASTERS AS GROWTH BUSINESS:

Bustillo, Miguel.  "Galveston Poised to Defy Geologists:  The Texas City Lost 8,000 People in a 1900 Storm But Is About to OK A Development That Could Boost Its Vulnerability."  Los Angelis Times, June 24, 2007. Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-galveston24jun24,0,831646.story?coll=la-tot-national&track=ntottext 
(7)  SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS:

Henning, Kathleen G.  "Testimony of Kathleen G. Henning, MA. CEM, International Association of Emergency Management President- Region 3, Governmental Affairs Committee, IAEM Liaison to National Citizen Corps Council, and retired Emergency Manager, Montgomery County MD, before the Briefing and Roundtable Discussion on Preparedness, Response, and Recovery for Children at the invitation of Congresswoman Corrine Brown June 20, 2007, on 'Incorporating Children in Community Disaster Plans'."

June 20, 2007, 10 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.iaem.com/pressroom/documents/Remarks_ChildrenRoundtable2007.pdf 
National Council on Disability.  Public Consultation, May 31, 2007, Homeland Security, Emergency Preparedness, Disaster Relief and Recovery. Accessed at:

http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/publications/2007/ncd_consultant_05-31-07.htm 
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