July 18, 2008 FEMA/EMI Emergency Management Higher Educations Program Report

(1)  FEMA Region I Preparedness Education Forum, July 28th, Boston: 
Participated today in a conference-call with Russ Webster, FEMA Region I Federal Preparedness Coordinator, Richard Quinlan, FEMA Region I Training Manager, and other Regional personnel and non-Region I Forum Presenters.  We have been asked to provide the first presentation after the Welcome and Introductions, on the FEMA EM Hi-Ed Program and linkages to other educational and preparedness initiatives – ages 8-80.  The full title for the forum is:  “Building a Resilient Community…Preparedness Education Forum…Grade School through Higher Education.  The Forum will take place at the UMASS Boston.  For information, Richard Quinlan can be reached at Richard.Quinlan@dhs.gov 

(2)  Historical Black Colleges and Universities: 
Did not send out an EM Hi-Ed Report yesterday in that most of the day was spent in a trip to DC with the EMI Superintendent, Cortez Lawrence, and the EMI Deputy Superintendent, Vilma Milmoe, to meet with Dr. Leonard Haynes III, Executive Director of the White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities.  Also in attendance were staff from the Executive Director’s Office and Ron Blakely and Hollis Meldon from FEMA HQ – about ten in all.  Discussed: 

Putting together a panel of FEMA representatives to speak during the September 7-10 Annual HBCU Conference in Washington, DC (specifically including presentation on the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program. 

EMI’s sponsoring an HBCU/FEMA conference sometime this-coming Fall, bringing in 30-50 HBCU representatives as well as representatives of various FEMA program offices.  This event would also contain a presentation on the EM Hi-Ed Program. 

More HBCU representation at the next FEMA EM Hi-Ed Conference, June 1-4, 2009. 

Internships 

Employment opportunities for HBCU graduates with emergency management collegiate experience. 

(3)  Improving Your Bachelor’s Level Emergency Management Program: 
Received today a report by Jodi DiGennaro, Emergency Management Student at Adelphi University, of the “Improving Your Bachelor’s Level EM Program” breakout session during the early June 2008 EM Hi-Ed Conference.  Thought others might be interested in one excerpt from the report on four presentations during this session: 

One of the most important similarities of the four programs is the growth factor.  While most programs started within the last 10 years, each school is experiencing increased enrollment.  Virginia Commonwealth University started their bachelor’s of the arts program in Homeland Security and emergency preparedness in the fall 2005 and currently had 200 students enrolled in their program for spring 2008.  University of Akron started enrolling students in their bachelor’s of science emergency management program in 1998, graduated 2 students in 2000 and 38 students in 2007.  Massachusetts Maritime Academy started their first class in the bachelor’s of science in emergency management in 2004, graduated their first class of 20 students this year, and has approximately 160 students currently enrolled in the program for this fall.  SUNY Canton started their on-line bachelor’s of technology program emergency and disaster management in October of 2006 with 7 students.  They now have 30+ students for fall 2008.  Interest in emergency management education is expanding and higher education is stepping up to meet the needs of the students and the communities.  

The full report will be forwarded to the web staff to upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program web-site – Hi-Ed Conferences Section – 2008 Conference subsection – Agenda – where it should be accessible shortly. 

(4)  Senate HLS and Gov. Affairs, Ad Hoc Subcommittee Hearing on Disaster Recovery: 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.  Major Disaster Recovery:  Assessing FEMA’s Performance Since Katrina.  Washington, DC:  Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Disaster Recovery Hearing, July 17, 2008.  Witness prepared statements accessed at 

 http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Hearings.Detail&HearingID=a5b3f075-b9fa-47a6-8032-99040adc1f5a 
Major General Tod Bunting, Kansas Adjutant General, Director , Kansas EM and HS 
Mr. Stephen Sellers, Deputy Director , Regional Operations Division, Cal. Gov's OES 
David Maxwell, Director , Arkansas Department of Emergency Management 
Mr. James Bassham, Director , Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 
Admiral Harvey E. Johnson, Jr. , Deputy Administrator, FEMA 

(5)  Email Backlog:  655 
(6)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  9480 
Trust all have, or had, a good weekend. 
The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
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Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 







