February 29, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Hi-Ed Program Report
 (1)  GAO Report on FEMA’s Crisis Counseling Program: 
Government Accountability Office.  Catastrophic Disasters:  Federal Efforts Help States Prepare for and Respond to Psychological Consequences, but FEMA’s Crisis Counseling Program Needs Improvements (GAO-08-22). Washington, DC: GAO, February 29, 2008, 61 pages. Accessed at: http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-08-22 
“Why GAO Did This Study:  Catastrophic disasters, such as Hurricane Katrina, may result in trauma and other psychological consequences for the people who experience them. The federal government provides states with funding and other support to help them prepare for and respond to disasters. Because of congressional interest in these issues, GAO examined (1) federal agencies’ actions to help states prepare for the psychological consequences of catastrophic disasters and (2) states’ experiences obtaining and using grants from the Crisis Counseling Assistance and Training Program (CCP) to respond to the psychological consequences of catastrophic disasters. CCP is a program of the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). GAO reviewed documents and interviewed program officials from federal agencies and conducted additional work in six states with experience responding to catastrophic disasters: Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, New York, Texas, and Washington. 

What GAO Recommends:  GAO recommends that DHS, in consultation with HHS, expeditiously (1) revise CCP policy to allow reimbursement for indirect costs and (2) determine what types of expanded crisis counseling services should be incorporated into CCP. DHS and HHS generally concurred with these recommendations, but did not indicate when they would complete these activities. 

(2)  NAE/NRC Report Related to New Orleans and Hurricanes: 
National Academy of Engineering and National Research Council.  Fourth Report of the National Academy of Engineering/National Research Council Committee on New Orleans Regional Hurricane Protection Projects: Review of the IPET Volume VIII. Washington, DC: NAE/NRC, February 2008, 24 pages. At: http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12167#toc 

From the Introduction: 

“This committee was appointed by the NAE and NRC in December, 2005 to provide advice to the Interagency Performance Evaluation Task Force or IPET... The IPET was established by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in October, 2005 to evaluate the performance of the New Orleans hurricane protection system during Hurricane Katrina. The IPET is conducting its evaluations in five areas: 
1. design and status of the hurricane protection system pre-Katina; 
2. storm surges and waves generated by Hurricane Katrina; 
3. performance of the hurricane protection system during and after the event; 
4. societal-related consequences of Katrina-related damage; and 
5. risks to New Orleans and the region posed by future tropical storms. 
As it has proceeded, the IPET has issued a series of draft reports. During 2006, the NAE/NRC committee issued three letter reports, each of which comments on an IPET draft report and provides recommendations for improvement.  Following this fourth report, the NAE/NRC committee will complete its charge by issuing a fifth and final report that will summarize its views of the lessons learned during and after the Hurricane Katrina experience… 
This report is a review of a single volume within the IPET report (Volume VIII), which is 
entitled “Engineering and Operational Risk and Reliability Analysis.” Volume VIII is the final volume of the IPET report and it was presented a year after the rest of the report was issued (the report is available at the IPET website: https://ipet.wes.army.mil/.... It assesses risks to life and property posed by hurricanes in New Orleans for both pre-Katrina conditions and for a reconstructed hurricane protection system as of June 2006. Volume VIII has taken on a unique importance to the IPET effort because the information contained in it will be central to understanding the likelihood of future flooding and inundation in New Orleans and the resulting loss of life and fiscal assets in New Orleans. These issues are critical to the ability of residents and businesses to obtain financing and insurance for rebuilding in the area and for making decisions about the safety of living in New Orleans in the future. The following report discusses the contents and main sections of Volume VIII and presents its findings and its recommendations for improvements…” 

[Note: The report can be read free of charge from the NAS website or downloaded free of charge by going through a minor sign-in procedure.] 

(3)  National Incident Management System Five Year Training Plan, Feb 2008: 
From Preface: 

On 1 March 2004, the Department of Homeland Security published the National Incident Management System (NIMS). The NIMS provides a consistent nationwide template to enable Federal, State, tribal, and local governments, the private sector, and nongovernmental organizations to work together to prepare for, prevent, respond to, recover from, and mitigate the effects of incidents, regardless of cause, size, location, or complexity, in order to reduce the loss of life, property, and harm to the environment. 

This consistency provides the foundation for utilization of NIMS for all incidents, ranging from daily occurrences to incidents requiring coordinated Federal response. The NIMS was updated in 2007 based on input from stakeholders at every level within the nation’s response community and lessons learned during recent incidents. 

A critical tool in promoting the nationwide implementation of NIMS is a well-developed training program that facilitates NIMS training throughout the nation. Closely related to the training, core competencies will form the basis of the training courses’ learning objectives and personnel qualifications that validate proficiency. 

The National Integration Center (NIC) Incident Management Systems Integration (formerly known as the NIMS Integration Center) is charged with the development of NIMS core competencies, training courses, and personnel qualifications. This document describes the operational foundations of these efforts; defines NIMS core competencies, training courses, and personnel qualifications as part of the National Training Program for NIMS; assembles and updates the training guidance for available NIMS courses (organized as a core curriculum); and lays out a plan for the next five years to continue development of the National Training Program. 

(4)  Special Needs Disaster Planning: 
Paige, Connie. “Seeking Clarity on Emergency Aid For Disabled.” Boston Globe, 28Feb08. At: http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2008/02/28/seeking_clarity_on_emergency_aid_for_disabled/ 
“During the 2006 Mother’s Day flood, city workers in Lowell had to call around to find fresh clothing for nursing home evacuees. A failure to stockpile changes of underwear was just one of many shortcomings in disaster planning that have prompted a top-to-bottom review ever since…in Lowell and across the state, officials continue to face obstacles planning for the elderly and disabled during disasters. Confusion remains about the relative responsibilities of state and local authorities – a problem complicated by a shortage of funds. Dogs and cats seem to have received more attention from the state’s emergency management officials than people with disabilities, according to an advocate who was prodded various agencies for two years to develop emergency plans for those with special needs…” [2 ½ page print-out] Thanks to Thomas Lyons Carr III for the tip. 
(5)  The Political Economy of FEMA: Did Reorganization Matter: 
Sobel, Russell, Christopher Coyne, Peter Leeson.  The Political Economy of FEMA:  Did Reorganization Matter?  Fairfax, VA:  George Mason University, January 25, 2008, 24 pages. Accessed at: http://www.mercatus.org/printVersion/print_pub.asp?pubID=4459 

Abstract: 

This paper investigates the political economy of FEMA’s post-9/11 merger with the Department of Homeland Security. Using panel data for the post-DHS merger but pre-Katrina period, we examine how FEMA’s much-debated reorganization has impacted the strong political influences on disaster declaration and relief spending identified by Garrett and Sobel (2003) before FEMA’s reorganization. We find that although politically-important states for the president continue to have a higher rate of disaster declaration, disaster expenditures are no longer higher in states with congressional representation on FEMA oversight committees. These results suggest reorganization has reduced political pressures within FEMA. Tullock’s theory of bureaucracy helps to explain this change. 

(6)  Emails: 
For those of you who have emailed and we have yet to respond, we are backlogged on our response to emails and it may take yet more time to get to yours.  We will eventually get there – we hope – just 291 more to go. 
The End -- Trust you have a good weekend. 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by FEMA. 

Privacy Policy | GovDelivery is providing this information on behalf of U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and may not use the information for any other purposes. 

FEMA · U.S. Department of Homeland Security · Washington, DC 20472 · 1 (800) 621-FEMA (3362) 

