January 9, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Jordan, Thomas H.  "Overdue and Unprepared for the Big One - The San Andreas Fault Could Shake Any Day Now, but Southern California Behaves as if it Will Never Happen."  Los Angeles Times, 9Jan2007.

http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/asection/la-oe-jordan9jan09,1,3608298.story 
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Received recommendation from Dorothy Miller, Emergency Management Coordinator, Office of Emergency Management, University of Texas at Dallas, to schedule a session at the conference on NIMS Compliance for colleges and universities.  Forwarded correspondence to Al Fluman with the NIMS Integration Center for a recommendation in that he has previously agreed to develop a full-day workshop on NIMS on Monday, June 4th.  Investigating the development of a separate breakout session or incorporation into the pre-conference workshop.  Dorothy Miller can be reached at:  dorothy@utdallas.edu 
(3)  UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE -- PROPOSED EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/HS BS DEGREES:

Received today from Stephen S. Carter, Academic Director, Fire Science and Emergency Management Professional Practice, University of Maryland University College, copies of three proposals submitted to the Maryland Higher Education Commission on December 21st -- to implement an Emergency Management Bachelor of Science Degree, a Homeland Security Bachelor of Science Degree, and an Information Management Degree.  All three programs are intended for launch the Fall Semester of 2007.

From the Emergency Management Degree Proposal:  "The major in emergency management offers a broad-based program of study with emphasis on planning and preparation for, response to, mitigation of, and recovery from disasters and events of various magnitude and impact.  Graduates will be prepared to be leaders in emergency management in both government and industry with a global outlook, interpersonal skills, leadership and management skills, and discipline awareness.  The curriculum focuses on the historical development, practices, policies, operational procedures and technology, and future of emergency management.  A required internship gives students experience with the discipline in their current or another workplace."

Required core courses to comprise this new EM BS Degree:

Concepts of Emergency Management

Emergency Response Preparedness and Planning Political and Policy Issues in Emergency Management Social Dimensions of Disaster Emergency Management Capstone Course Emergency Management Internship through Cooperative Education

Some of the Supplemental courses:

Disaster Recovery Planning

Exercise and Evaluation Programs

Information Security Needs Assessment and Planning Emergency Planning and Operations Management Planning and Response for Catastrophic Disasters State Terrorism Urban Terrorism

We will forward these Proposals to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Proposals Compendium section -- where they should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, for additional information, Director Stephen Carter can be reached at: sscarter@umuc.edu 
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