August 9, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Reports

(1)  FUTURE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS?:

In the process of letting three micro purchase work orders to three academics to research each of three potential FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Course development projects:

* Disaster Operations Planning

* Principles of Emergency Management

* Theory of Emergency Management

(2)  HAZARD MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, Director of the Disaster Science and Management Program at Louisiana State University writes to note that he has chosen the third of his three peer reviewers for this draft college course.  Via a solicitation in the "Disaster Research" electronic newsletter published by the Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder, we have acquired thirteen additional reviewers, mostly practitioners, who will soon be receiving paper copies of this course for review and comment.

Reviewed 2nd draft of Session 5, "Distribution of Geospatial Data in the Public Environment," by lead course developer, Dr. Pine, and provided review comments.  Session Scope statement:

"Organizations are increasingly using the power of geographic information systems in planning, program assessment and support of business operations.  As a result, the distribution of geospatial data to partners in the emergency management system can provide access to critical business data for many organizations.  The distribution of this data can be a great asset to local agencies, and businesses but can also be a significant breach of security and confidentiality.  This session examines the uses and risks of the distribution of geospatial data and the basis of security concerns.  It will provide a framework for assessing the nature of the data and how to examine the security and confidentiality risks associated with the data." 

Reviewed 2nd draft of Session 17, "Legal Issues in Utilizing Hazard Models and Mapping," by Dr. Pine, and provided review comments.  Session Scope statement:

"This session clarifies why accurate and timely hazard modeling and mapping information is to emergency management.  Public, private and non-profit organizations need sound information as part of the emergency management process.  This information forms a solid basis for making decisions and avoiding unnecessary suits and claims.  The nature of legal challenges to emergency management activities under state or federal law are explained.  The role of the legal counsel is explained."

Forwarded sessions to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses tab -- Courses Under Development section -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(3)  HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received for review today from lead course developer, Dr. William Waugh III, Georgia State University," Session 5 "Response to Terrorist Attack," by Dr. Frances L. Edwards, San Jose State University.

Reviewed Session 4, "Planning/Preparedness/Readiness," by Dr. Edwards and forwarded review comments to Dr. Waugh.  Session Scope statement:

"Brief overview of the emergency planning framework in the U.S.  Discussion of a method for analyzing risk and the components, including a brief description of the weapons of mass destruction/disruption.  Description of professions and systems that deal with the injured and casualties. Overview of the various audiences for risk communication and some information on methods that may be used.  Review of current standard setting activities and a comment on the trends. Description of continuity of government systems at the local government level.  Description of organizational continuity of government systems and methods."

Reviewed Session 6, "Recovery," by Dr. Waugh and provided review comments.  Session Scope:

"This session will provide an overview of the recovery issues that may be raised following a major terrorist attack utilizing WMD (i.e., chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, or explosive materials). The foci are on economic, social, and psychological recovery.  Attention will also be paid to the process of recovery as communities transition to normal operations and deal with the long-term effects of the attack, particularly if it involves chemical or radiological material."  

Forwarded both Sessions 4 & 6 to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses tab -- Courses Under Development section -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(4)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

McDermott, Terry.  Perfect Soldiers - The Hijackers:  Who They Were, Why They Did It.  New York:  HaperCollins Publishers, 2005, 330 pages.

Prehospital and Disaster Medicine, Vol. 21, No. 3, May-June 2006.  The Official Journal of the World Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine and the Nordic Society of Disaster Medicine. http://pdm.medicine.wisc.edu
(5)  PANDEMIC:

CIDRAP News (Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy).

"Professional Groups Call on White House to Elevate Role of Pandemic Flu Vaccines."  August 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/aug0806vaccines.html 
Pulliam, Daniel.  "OPM Releases Telework Guidance For Pandemic Flu."

Government Executive, August 7, 2006.  At:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34723&dcn=e_hsw  [Note:

Contains link to guidance document.]

(6)  PREPAREDNESS:

Marino, Jonathan.  "FEMA Chief Says Louisiana Getting Special Help on Disaster Plans."  Government Executive, August 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34748&dcn=e_hsw
[Excerpt:  "'In Louisiana, we're helping them out with evacuation plans and transportation plans,' he said (FEMA Director David Paulison), adding 'more than anywhere else.'.... Representatives from both DHS and FEMA have indicated publicly that some states have weaknesses in response preparedness, but have not said publicly which ones.... Several FEMA sources, who spoke on condition of anonymity, characterized Louisiana and Alabama as the worst-prepared states, and described Florida as the best organized....  The FEMA sources said the agency now is devoting a greater percentage of resources to Gulf Coast states in an effort to bring them up to Florida's preparedness level."]

(7)  WAR ON TERRORISM:

De Young, Karen.  "A Fight Against Terrorism - and Disorganization."

Washington Post, August 9, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/08/AR2006080800964.html?referrer=email 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, N-430

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

