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(1)  CATASTROPHE:

Defense Science Board.  Defense Science Board 2005 Summer Study on Reducing Vulnerabilities to Weapons of Mass Destruction.  Washington, DC:  Department of Defense, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, May 2007, 80 pages. Accessed at:

http://www.acq.osd.mil/dsb/reports/2007-03-Reducing_Vulnerabilities_to_Weapons_of_Mass_Destruction.pdf 
[Preface:  "This study was completed with an initial reporting of findings and recommendations provided in mid-August 2005, about two weeks before the devastation of New Orleans, Louisiana by Hurricane Katrina.  Unfortunately, the findings of this study in the areas of 'mitigation and recovery' were demonstrated to be almost universally valid.  The weaknesses in planning and in command, control, and communication and lack of clarity in lines of responsibility and authority that are discussed herein were quite obvious in the response to Katrina.

"Special attention should be given to the discussions in this report concerning 'truly catastrophic' events and the potential need to rapidly bring the active duty military into a dominant, albeit temporary, role.  Katrina fits the definition intended in this report of truly catastrophic -- state and local responders were overwhelmed and the capabilities, discipline, clear line of command and control, and communications that the military could have brought to bear would have made a real difference in the early stages of response."

Excerpt from Executive Summary (section on "Establish DOD Pilot Programs and Develop Catastrophe Response Plans:  "The Department of Defense should accelerate action on its responsibilities in mitigation and recovery and, at the same time, lead the way for the civil community." (p. xiii)

Excerpt from Chapter 6, "Planning for a Catastrophe" section: "Management of the consequences of such an attack [WMD] cannot tolerate divided responsibilities or ad hoc response without greatly increased loss of life and panic.  There must be clear command and control and clear lines of communication.  It must be recognized that, under such circumstances, the President may decide to call on DOD to take control of the affected region." (p. 44)]

(2)  CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE:  

Government Accountability Office Railroad Bridges and Tunnels:   Federal

Role in Providing Safety Oversight and Freight Infrastructure Investment Could Be Better Targeted.  Washington, DC:  GAO-07-770 Report to Congressional Requesters, August 2007, 71 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07770.pdf
[Excerpt:  "Why GAO Did This Study.  Freight railroads account for over 40 percent (by weight) of the nation's freight on a privately owned network that was largely built almost 100 years ago and includes over 76,000 railroad bridges and over 800 tunnels. As requested, GAO provides information on this infrastructure, addressing (1) the information that is available on the condition of railroad bridges and tunnels and on their contribution to railroad congestion, (2) the federal role in overseeing railroad bridge and tunnel safety, (3) the current uses of public funds for railroad infrastructure investments, and (4) criteria and a framework for guiding any future federal role in freight infrastructure investments. GAO reviewed federal bridge safety guidelines and reports, conducted site visits, and interviewed federal, state, railroad, and other officials.

What GAO Recommends.  GAO recommends that DOT (1) develop a systematic, risk-based methodology for selecting railroads for bridge safety surveys and (2) ensure that its Framework for a National Freight Policy identifies national goals, stakeholder roles, and funding mechanisms and revenue sources to maximize the national public benefits of federal freight infrastructure investments. DOT agreed with the first recommendation and said that it would consider the second recommendation."]

(3)  DISASTER INSURANCE:

USA Today.  "Our View on Coastal Insurance:  Help Gulf Recover, But Don't Subsidize the Next Disaster - Big Expansion of Federal Program Would Promote Risky Development."  August 29, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2007/08/our-view-on-coa.html
Taylor, Gene.  "Opposing View:  Expand Federal Program - Covering Wind and Water Damage Would Aid Taxpayers, Policyholders."  USA Today, August 29, 2007.  Accessed at: http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2007/08/opposing-view-1.html
(4)  FEMA:  

Dry, Rachel.  "Brown Hasn't Left The Disaster Field - Ex-FEMA Chief Fights Post-Katrina Image." Washington Post, August 29, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/28/AR2007082801775.html   
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
