August 15, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Earthquake and School Preparedness – Oregon State DOE Website: 
Oregon Department of Education.  Quake Safe Schools, Earthquake Hazards in Oregon (Web-site).  2008 update.  Accessed at:  http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2061 

[Note:  There are links at the bottom of page of general earthquake preparedness and interest as well.  Credit goes to “Disaster Risk Reduction Education Network” list-serve for noting the recent updates.] 

(2)  Mass Fatality Incident Management for Hospitals: 
Los Angeles County Departments of Coroner, Health Services, and Public Health.  Mass Fatality Incident Management: Guidance for Hospitals and Other Healthcare Entities.  Los Angeles:  August 2008, 38 pages.  Accessed at:  http://ems.dhs.lacounty.gov/ManualsProtocols/MFIM/MFIGuidanceForHospitals808.pdf 
The goal of these guidelines is to enhance the ability of Los Angeles County and its healthcare partners to respond to and manage a surge in the number of decedents as a result of any disaster, including an influenza pandemic. While the importance of religious, cultural and mental health considerations is recognized, it is not addressed here. These guidelines focus on decedent processing for medical and legal reasons. 

This guidance was developed in collaboration between the Los Angeles County Department of Coroner, Department of Health Services, Emergency Medical Services Agency (EMS), and Department of Public Health, Office of Health Assessment & Epidemiology, Data Collection & Analysis Unit. 
(3)  Mitigation and Prevention – Or Read ‘Em and Weep: 
Healy, Andrew J., and Neil Malhotra.  Preferring a Pound of Cure to an Ounce of Prevention:  Voting, Natural Disasters, and Government Response. August 7, 2008, 48 pages.  Accessed at:  http://myweb.lmu.edu/ahealy/papers/healy_prevention_070808.pdf 


Abstract: 

Using comprehensive data on natural disasters, government spending, and election returns, we show that voters reward disaster relief spending but not disaster prevention spending. This aspect of voter behavior creates a large distortion in the incentives that governments face, since the results demonstrate that prevention spending substantially reduces future damage.  Even in their responses to disaster relief, voters do not effectively hold governments accountable for their actions; since they reward relief spending that is unrelated to disaster damage similarly to spending that is actually prompted by damage. While the results illustrate multiple failures in voters’ abilities to hold governments accountable, they also suggest that grass-roots efforts may help voters to reward government action that increases public welfare. Voters responded significantly to one particular disaster prevention program that emphasized communication and community involvement, behavior that stands in stark contrast to the ambivalence that voters display for prevention spending in general. 
[Thanks go to “Disaster Research 507,” Aug 14, 2008, Boulder Hazards Center, for citing the above.] 

(4)  Natural Hazards and Disaster Planning – Syllabus from Dr. John Cross (UWOSH): 
Received from Dr. John A. Cross, Associate Dean and Professor of Geography, College of Letters and Science, University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, a copy of the Spring 2008 syllabus for his Natural Hazards and Disaster Planning course.  Forwarded syllabus to web-staff for upload to the “Syllabi Compilation” section of the EM Hi-Ed Program website to replace the 1995 version – should be accessible within about one week at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/syllabi.asp 

(5)  On-Line (Distance Education) vs. Classroom Based Training and Education Courses: 
Orlando, John. “Bigger Benefits:  By deploying unique aspects of online education, organizations can capture more benefits from emergency, contingency and continuity training efforts.”  CPM Global Assurance, August 2008, Vol. 5, Issue 7, pp. 4-6.  Accessed at:  http://download.101com.com/pub/cpm/files/0808globalassurance.pdf 

Excerpt:  

“…does online education provide the same value as face-to-face learning? Might online courses be alienating, with the lonely student interacting with a computer rather than a person?  In fact, online education has been proven to be at least as effective as face-to-face learning.  More than 500 studies comparing online education to face-to-face learning have found no significant different difference in outcomes between online and face-to-face learning. The key question is not whether to use online education. The better question is how to use such education optimally…. 
The secret of successful online discussion is priming it with questions that allow students to take positions on both sides of the topic. The instructor also must be willing to loosen his or her grip on the class and allow students the freedom to lead the discussion.  BC managers can do this too.  

For instance, we might present the students with a statement like “The classic business impact analysis is good in theory, but in practice the data just don’t exist to make informed decisions,” and ask them to debate it. One class of 12 students posted hundreds of messages to questions like this. Imagine what a working group of contingency professionals might do with this topic. 

These discussions produce remarkable insights that get the practitioner underneath the principles. Whole new levels of mastery are achieved. Philosopher, psychologist and seminal theorist Kurt Lewin once said, “Nothing is more practical than a good theory.” Online discussions help build both conceptual and practical understanding.” 
[John Orlando, Ph.D., is the program director for the Norwich University Master of Science in Business Continuity Management Program (www.graduate.norwich.edu).] 

(6)  UN ISDR New Pub – Towards National Resilience: 
United Nations, International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. Towards National Resilience:  Good Practices of National Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction. UN ISDR, 1 July 2008, 80 p.    http://www.unisdr.org/eng/about_isdr/isdr-publications/16-Towards-National-Resilience/Towards-National-Resilience.pdf 
Abstract:  

This publication is primarily aimed at National Disaster Management Authorities and national disaster risk reduction stakeholders, but also ISDR system partners and bilateral development agencies. It is hoped that it will fuel further national commitment and concrete action in establishing and working through National Platforms to reduce disaster risk. […] Governments increasingly recognize the need for comprehensive multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral national coordinating mechanisms to reduce, prevent and manage the impact of natural hazards. This commitment was expressed in several United Nations Economic and Social Council and General Assembly Resolutions adopted at the end of the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR 1990-1999). More recently, the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 (HFA), adopted by 168 governments at the 2005 World Conference for Disaster Reduction, emphasized the importance of setting up National Platforms with designated responsibilities at national and local level. A National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction is a nationally owned and nationally led forum or committee for advocacy, coordination, analysis and advice on disaster risk reduction (DRR). Ideally, a National Platform is built on existing mechanisms, and is comprised of the full range of stakeholders concerned with disaster risk reduction, harnessing their combined potential to build resilience to disasters. Stakeholders include government (relevant line ministries and disaster management authorities), non-governmental organizations, academic and scientific institutions, professional associations, Red Cross/Red Crescent Societies, the private sector, and the media. National Platforms have also invited bilateral development agencies, United Nations organizations and the World Bank to participate. 
(7)  University of West Florida – Certificates in Public Health: 
The EM Hi-Ed Program Admin Assistant, Barbara Johnson, drafted and forwarded to the web-staff the following new program description – to be posted within the “Public Health and Medical” section of The College List. 

The University of West Florida School of Allied Health and Life Science is offering six online Certificate Programs in Public Health to meet the workforce development needs of the public health practitioner.  All courses are offered online with several courses eligible as elective courses in the undergraduate BS in Health Sciences or in the Master of Public Health.  Graduate Level Certificates in Public Health include: 

Graduate Certificate in Public Health, Emergency Management 

Bioterrorism    

Public Health Preparedness      

Strategies for Prevention of Infectious Diseases     

Graduate Certificate in Public Health, Environmental Health 

Disease Surveillance and Monitoring 

Disease Transmission in the Urban Environment   

Environmental Toxicology   

Occupational Safety in the Health Care Environment   

Graduate Certificate in Public Health, Infection Control 

Disease Surveillance and Monitoring 

Strategies for Prevention of Infectious Diseases   

Bioterrorism    

Epidemiology of Infectious Disease 

Undergraduate/Graduate Certificate in Public Health, Occupational Safety and Health 
Fundamentals of Occupational Safety and Health 

Fundamentals of Industrial Hygiene   

Occupational Safety in the Health Care Environment    

  

Undergraduate Certificate in Public Health, Readiness and Response 

Bioterrorism    

Medical Disaster Management     

Public Health   

For more information:   http://www.uwf.edu/sahls/certificate-ph/ 

Contact: Justice Mbizo, Dr.PH 

University of West Florida, School of Allied Health and Life Sciences 

Bldg 58, Room # 05; 11000 University Pkwy. 

Pensacola, FL 32514 

Ph: 850) 474-2650; Email: jmbizo@uwf.edu 

Additional Phone/Contact: 

George L. Stewart, PhD, Director 

University of West Florida, School of Allied Health and Life Sciences 

Bldg 58, Room # 79A, 11000 University Pkwy. 

Pensacola, FL 32514 
Ph: 850) 473-7226; Email: gstewart@uwf.edu 

(8)  Email Backlog:  564 
(9)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  10,744 
Trust that all have, or had, a good weekend. 
The End. 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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