August 29 - September 2, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Weekly Activity Report

(1)  CASE STUDIES IN CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

August 30, 2005 -- Received for review from book developer, George Haddow, George Washington University, Chapter 7, "Statutory Authority."

(2)  CONTINUITY INSIGHTS -- VOLUME 3, NUMBER 4, JULY/AUGUST 2005 -- TSUNAMI AND BUSINESS ARTICLE:

August 29, 2005 -- Received latest edition of "Continuity Insights" and note article by Kate Debevois, entitled "Tsunami, The Emerging Threat of 2005"

(pp. 23-29), which might be of interest.

(3)  DEFEATING THE JIHADISTS -- A BLUEPRINT FOR ACTION:

August 29, 2005 -- Finished this Century Foundation Task Force Report over the weekend -- chaired by Richard A. Clarke, with Glenn P. Aga., Roger W.

Cressey, Stephen E. Flynn, Blake W. Mobley, Eric Rosenbach, Steven Simon, William F. Wechsler, Lee S. Wolosky.  The book's conclusion indicates its

purpose:

"The completion of the presidential campaign, the inauguration of a new administration, and the convening of a new Congress present an opportunity to rethink fundamentally how we have been fighting against the jihadists.

Despite the lack of a major terrorist attack within our borders since 2001, evidence is abundant that the ranks of the jihadists have grown significantly.  They have been conducting far more attacks worldwide than before 2001 - a clear warning sign that our policies are not working and may even be counterproductive in some cases.  The plan of action laid out in this report is ambitious, complex, and expensive.  But the challenge posed by the jihadists fundamentally threatens our nation and the world order, and seems sure to be with us for more than a generation." (p. 146)

Published by The Century Foundation, New York, 2004.  Chapters:

-- Overview

-- The Nature of the Threat

-- The Hydra of Jihad

-- A Country-by-Country Approach

-- Partnering with the Islamic World

-- Going After the Jihadists

-- Homeland Security

-- Preventing Nuclear Terror

-- Ensuring Energy Independence

Appendix:  Recent Terrorist Attacks by Region [16 pages]

Book presents an interesting concentric model of terrorism, its supporters and the broader Islamic Community and argues that strategies need first to be developed for each specific circle and also for each specific relevant country.

(4)  DESTROYING FEMA -- WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE:

August 29, 2005 -- Article by Eric Holderman, Director, King County, Washington, Office of Emergency Management.  Excerpts:

"In the days to come, as the nation and the people along the Gulf Coast work to cope with the disastrous aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, we will be reminded anew, how important it is to have a federal agency capable of dealing with natural catastrophes of this sort. This is an immense human tragedy, one that will work hardship on millions of people. It is beyond the capabilities of state and local government to deal with. It requires a national response.

"Which makes it all the more difficult to understand why, at this moment, the country's premier agency for dealing with such events -- FEMA -- is being, in effect, systematically downgraded and all but dismantled by the Department of Homeland Security.  "Apparently homeland security now consists almost entirely of protection against terrorist acts. How else to explain why the Federal Emergency Management Agency will no longer be responsible for disaster preparedness? Given our country's long record of natural disasters, how much sense does this make?

"....This year it was announced that FEMA is to "officially" lose the disaster preparedness function that it has had since its creation. The move is a death blow to an agency that was already on life support. In fact, FEMA employees have been directed not to become involved in disaster preparedness functions, since a new directorate (yet to be established) will have that mission.  

"FEMA will be survived by state and local emergency management offices, which are confused about how they fit into the national picture. That's because the focus of the national effort remains terrorism, even if the Department of Homeland Security still talks about "all-hazards preparedness." Those of us in the business of dealing with emergencies find ourselves with no national leadership and no mentors. We are being forced to fend for ourselves, making do with the "homeland security" mission. Our "all-hazards" approaches have been decimated by the administration's preoccupation with terrorism.

"To be sure, America may well be hit by another major terrorist attack, and we must be prepared for such an event. But I can guarantee you that hurricanes like the one that ripped into Louisiana and Mississippi yesterday, along with tornadoes, earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis, floods, windstorms, mudslides, power outages, fires and perhaps a pandemic flu will have to be dealt with on a weekly and daily basis throughout this country.

They are coming for sure, sooner or later, even as we are, to an unconscionable degree, weakening our ability to respond to them."

The entire article can be accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/08/29/AR2005082901
445.html

(5)  DISASTER RESPONSE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT -- UPPER DIVISION COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

August 29, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved Session 42, "Using Technology in Response," by Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  From Session Scope statement:

"During this session, the professor identifies advances in technology and some general tools for application in disaster response operations.

Attention is then directed toward interoperable communications equipment, the Internet, decision support systems, and geographic information systems (GIS).  Students are expected to gain an understanding of how modern technology can enhance the management of disaster response activities."

Also reviewed and approved Session 45, "Final Exam."

Forwarded sessions to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(6)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

August 31, 2005 -- Received for review from lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, 2nd draft of chapter on "Emergency Management and Law," by William C. Nicholson, North Carolina Central University.

(7)  FOUR YEARS AFTER 9/11, TERROR'S HOLD IS LOOSENING -- CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR COMMENTARY"

August 31, 2005 -- Commentary, title above, by John Hughes, a former CSM editor, and current editor and chief operating officer of the Deseret Morning News -- can be accessed at:

http://www.csmonitor.com/2005/0831/p09s02-cojh.html
(8)  HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- UPPER DIVISION COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

September 1, 2005 -- Received from lead course developer, Dr. William Waugh, Jr., Georgia State University, a request for a six-month no-cost-to-the-government time extension.  Forwarded request, with recommendation to extend, to the NETC Procurement Office.

(9)  HURRICANE KATRINA AND QUOTE OF THE DAY:

August 29, 2005 -- From "Hurricane Katrina Makes Landfall in La.," by Adam Nossiter of "The Associated Press," a quote from Jefferson Parish, Louisiana President Aaron Broussard, on those who are refusing to follow evacuation

recommendations:  "I'm expecting that some people who are die-hards will die hard."

(10)  IMMIGRATION AND TERRORISM:

August 30, 2005 -- The Center for Immigration Studies (CIS), Washington, DC, releases two September 2005 dated reports:  "Immigration Benefits and

Terrorism:  Moving Beyond the 9/11 Staff Report on Terrorist Travel," by Janice Kephart, former counsel to the 9/11 Commission (45 pages); and

"Backgrounder:  Keeping Extremists Out:  The History of Ideological Exclusion, and the Need for Its Revival," by James R. Edwards, Jr. (23 pages).  In releasing the report, CIS Executive Director Mark Krikorian stated that the Kephart report "highlights the danger of our lax immigration system, not just in terms of who is allowed in, bus also how terrorists, once in the country, used weaknesses in the system to remain here."

Both reports can be accessed at:

http://www.cis.org/articles/2005/terrorrelease.html
(11)  JIHADISM'S ROOTS IN POLITICAL ISLAM -- INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE

ARTICLE:

August 30, 2005 -- Datelined Gottingen Germany, article by Dr. Bassam Tibi, University of Gottengen, and also professor-at-large at Cornell, and author of "Islam Between Culture and Politics."  Some excerpts:

"Jihadists see themselves as non-state actors waging an irregular war against "kafirun," or unbelievers. They see their struggle as a just war legitimated by a religious, political and military interpretation of the

Islamic concept of jihad.   

Jihadism's relation to Islamism can be stated in a nutshell: Jihadists read the classical doctrine of jihad in a new mind while reinventing Islamic tradition..... 

"It is wrong and even deceitful to argue that jihadism has nothing to do with Islam, because the jihadists believe that they are acting as "true Islamic believers" and learn the Islamist mind-set in mosques and Islamic schools, including those of the Islamic diaspora in Europe. It follows that the debate over whether these terrorists are "Islamic" or "un-Islamic" is meaningless. The fact is that jihadism is a new direction in Islamic civilization, an expression of the contemporary "revolt against the West"

that enjoys tremendous popularity in the ongoing war of ideas. In order to combat the deadly idea of jihadism successfully, it is necessary to seek Muslim cooperation to determine who the jihadists are, rather than engaging in empty arguments. The jihadists are followers of the ideas of Hasan al-Banna and Sayyid Qutb, who laid the foundations of Islamism as a political and military interpretation of Islam. Islamism aims not only to purify Islam but also to establish the "Nizam Islami," or Islamic order.....The intellectual father of jihadist Islamism, Sayyid Qutb, who was executed in Cairo in 1966, made the message crystal clear: Jihadism is a "permanent Islamic world revolution" aimed at decentering the West in order to establish "Hakimiyyat Allah," or God's rule, on a global scale." 

The entire article can be accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2005/08/29/news/edtibi.php
(12)  KATRINA COVERAGE:

August 29-September 2, 2005 -- Too many articles to do anything more than note a sampling.

August 31, 2005 -- "Did New Orleans Catastrophe Have to Happen?" by Will Bunch, "Editor & Publisher" -- accessed at:

http://www.mediainfo.com/eandp/news/article_display.jsp?vnu_content_id=10010
51313

September 1, 2005 -- "A Diminished FEMA Scrambles To The Rescue," by Nicole Gaouette, "The Los Angeles Times" -- accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/la-na-fema1sep01,1,5309999,

print.story?coll=la-news-politics-national&ctrack=1&cset=true

September 1, 2005 -- "Bush Mobilizes A Huge Recovery Effort," by Josh White, "Washington Post," accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/08/31/AR2005083102
636.html -- Notes that "Michael Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security, announced yesterday that the hurricane had been declared 'an incident of national significance,' invoking for the first time a plan that gives the relatively new federal department responsibility for coordinating the government's response to a terror attack or natural disaster."

September 1, 2005 -- "Disaster Experts:  Federal Government Wasn't Ready For Katrina," by Seth Borenstein, Knight Ridder News Service -- accessed at:

http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/politics/12528135.htm
September 1, 2005 -- "Ex-Army Corps Officials Say Budget Cuts Imperiled Flood Mitigation," by Jason Vest and Justin Rood, in "Government Executive Magazine -- accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=32144&printerfriendlyVers=1&
September 1, 2005 -- "Extraordinary Problems, Difficult Solutions -- Massive Floods, Pollution Make for 'Worst Case'," by Buy Gugliotta and Peter Whoriskey, "Washington Post," -- accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/08/31/AR2005083102
758_pf.html -- Notes that "the floodwater, spiked with tons of contaminants ranging from heavy metals and hydrocarbons to industrial waste, human feces and the decayed remains of humans and animals, will linger nearby in the Gulf of Mexico for a decade."  Quotes Hugh B. Kaufman, senior policy analyst at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to the effect that "This is the worst case...there is not enough money in the gross national product of the united States to dispose of the amount of hazardous material in the area."

The article states that "Given New Orleans's desperate straits, recovery teams will not be able to do anything with the toxic mess except pump it into the Gulf of Mexico, ensuring that the contamination will spread to a larger area, he said -- "There's just no other place for it."

September 1, 2005 -- "Katrina Preparation Could Have Been Better," by Linda Feldmann, Peter Grier, and Mark Sappenfield, "The Christian Science Monitor"

-- accessed at:

http://search.csmonitor.com/search_content/0901/p10s01-ussc.html
September 1, 2005 -- "The Great Flood of '05."  Editorial, "The Washington Post."  Concluding sentence:  "Congress, when it returns, should rise above the blame game and instead probe the state of the nation's preparation for handling major natural catastrophes, particularly those that threaten crucial regions of the country."  Entire article can be accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/08/31/AR2005083102
256.html

September 1, 2005 -- "The Storm After The Storm," by David Brooks, "The New York Times" -- accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/01/opinion/01brooks.html -- First paragraph:

"Hurricanes come in two waves. First comes the rainstorm, and then comes what the historian John Barry calls the "human storm" - the recriminations, the political conflict and the battle over compensation. Floods wash away the surface of society, the settled way things have been done. They expose the underlying power structures, the injustices, the patterns of corruption and the unacknowledged inequalities. When you look back over the meteorological turbulence in this nation's history, it's striking how often political turbulence followed."  

Concluding paragraph:   "...take a close look at the people you see

wandering, devastated, around New Orleans: they are predominantly black and poor. The political disturbances are still to come." 

September 2, 2005 -- "Government Saw Flood Risk But Not Levee Failure," by Scott Shane and Eric Lipton of "The New York Times" -- accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/02/national/nationalspecial/02response.html
September 2, 2005 --  "Local Officials Criticize Federal Government Over Response" by Treaster, Joseph B., and Deborah Sontag of "The New York Times"

-- Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/02/national/nationalspecial/02storm.html
September 2, 2005 -- "New Orleans Mayor Fumes Over Slow Response" -- Associated Press, accessed at:

http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/K/KATRINA_ANGRY_MAYOR_HK1?SITE=LAOR
S&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2005-09-02-08-46-14

September 2, 2005 -- "The Man-Made Disaster."  "New York Times" (Editorial).

Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/02/opinion/02fri1.html?incamp=article_popular
September 2, 2005 -- "Planning, Response Are Faulted."  Josh White and Peter Whoriskey, "Washington Post" -- accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/09/01/AR2005090102
428.html

(13)  LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY, SOUTHAMPTON COLLEGE -- GRADUATE ADVANCED

CERTIFICATE IN HOMELAND SECURITY MANAGEMENT:


August 29, 2005 -- Received flier from Dr. Vincent Henry, Director of the Homeland Security Management Institute on the new On-Line Graduate Homeland Security Management Certificate that has just started this Fall Semester.

The following courses comprise the new 15-credit hour certificate"

Introduction of Homeland Security Management Constitutional Issues in Homeland Security Domestic and International Terrorism The Intelligence Function in Homeland Security Management Homeland Security and the Private Sector.

A description of this program has been drafted and provided to the EMI Webmaster for posting to the College List on the Project website -- Homeland Security Certificate Programs subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, for additional information, go to the Homeland Security Management Institute website at:

http://www.southampton.liu.edu/homeland  Course descriptions can be found there.  Dr. Henry can be reached at:  vincent.henry@liu.edu

(14)  MILLIONS FACE CHEMICAL PLANT TERROR RISK -- UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL

ARTICLE:

August 31, 2005 -- By Martin Sieff -- accessed at:

http://about.upi.com/products/perspectives/UPI-20050831-012345-3824R
(15)  MUSLIMS STAND AGAINST TERROR IN ITALY -- NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE:

August 29, 2005 -- Interesting article by Ian Fisher, reporting from Cremona Italy.  An excerpt:

"....Sadiq el-Hassan, a leader at Cremona's mosque, insisted that because the London bombings made future attacks in Europe a near certainty, something long overdue had to happen: Muslims, finally, needed to take a stand. "Our mistake is that we were quiet," said Hassan, 40, a Tunisian...

"After all that happened after Sept. 11, we never came out and said, '

These things are bad.' But it's not too late." It may not be too late, but Muslim leaders here worry that time is nonetheless running out on Italy's patience with them - and that worry has set off an unusual degree of self-criticism among Muslims like Hassan. It has not happened much in Europe, but Hassan is planning for the Muslims of Cremona to show publicly that they are as much against terrorism and violence as Italians are. In coming weeks, Muslims will march against extremism carried out in the name of Islam. "If the million Muslims who live in Italy don't say anything, it means we are giving a green light to the terrorists," he said. 

To optimists, like Mayor Gian Carlo Corada, the decision for the march is a welcome sign, the possible beginning of a model for how the uneasy relationship between Muslim immigrants and Europeans can be redefined.

Muslims, he said,

could begin aligning themselves more clearly against terrorism and for values that are more European; Europeans, in turn, would be more open to communication and true integration." 

Other points of view in the article:

"Cremona is a racist city," said Tamsir Ousmane, 44, from Senegal..."If I want to rent a house, I can't. They won't rent to me. Unfortunately, it is like this. But we are here. We work here. And we pay taxes." 

Maria Anselmi, 64...spoke of her fear of a terrorist attack and anxieties about immigrants in general. "In a while there will be more of them than of us," she said. "They are going to squash us."

....The Northern League has been instrumental in closing down several mosques. While it has not moved against the new and more moderate mosque here, where Hassan is a leader, Gibelli is skeptical - and not only because of the specific terrorist threats here. Muslims, he said, have been reluctant to integrate into Italy. Mosques, he said, "are not places of prayer -- they are for politics." "They want to create areas where they can hide behind the protection of religious freedom, completely detached from the rest of the city," Gibelli said. 

While the Northern League is on the far right, there seems to be a broader and growing opinion that Muslims, in fact, need to do more. One priest who is highly supportive of the Muslim community here conceded that in joint prayer groups against violence, perhaps only 10 percent of participants were Muslim. There has been talk for more than a year about a Muslim march against violence, but it has not yet happened. Hassan concedes the criticism is valid. "Integration is difficult," he said, "because when you integrate, that is when you have identity crises. But we have to try." 

BWB Note:  Also in the NYT on August 29 are two related articles which might be of interest -- "Despite Denials, Signs of Terror Camps in Pakistan," by David Rohde and Carlotta Gall, and "A Strategy for Winning in Iraq," by David Brooks."

(16)  NATURAL ACTS OF TERROR -- WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE:

August 30, 2005 -- Excerpt from article by Eugene Robinson on damage being done in New Orleans and elsewhere:

"None of this was a surprise -- New Orleans is below sea level, wedged between Lake Pontchartrain, the Mississippi River and the Gulf, and is kept dry by a system of levees, dikes, canals and massive pumps. Everyone knew these defenses could handle an average hurricane but not a really big one such as Katrina. Yet a million people living in the New Orleans area, not to mention the rest of us, managed to put that inconvenient fact out of their minds.

"It's paradoxical, when you think about it, that we have such a sense of urgency about preventing acts of terrorism that we will spend any amount of money to reduce the risk. But we are so laid-back about natural disasters -- which are absolutely inevitable, take more lives and can have devastating economic impact -- that we buy protection only grudgingly. There are plenty of plans on the books for new floodgates, levees and pumps in New Orleans, but funding comes in at a trickle."

(17)  NETHERLANDS DELEGATION BRIEFING ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION PROJECT:

August 31, 2005 -- Briefed 10 members of a public/private sector delegation from The Netherlands, touring the National Emergency Training Center, on the FEMA EM HiEd Project, and extending an invitation to send a delegation back for the next EM Hi Ed Conference, June 6-8, 2006.

(18)  NEW IRAN DEFENCE MINISTER -- ATOMIC ARMS "FORBIDDEN" -- REUTERS

DISPATCH:

August 30, 2005 -- Reuters reports that the new Iranian Defense Minister, Brigadier General Mostafa Mohammad Najjar has stated that "As our Supreme Leader (Ayatollah Ali Khamenei) has said, the non-peaceful use of nuclear technology is religiously forbidden."  Goes on to observe that Iran must prove through negotiations that it is not trying to build atom bombs.  

Entire article can be accessed at:

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L30725346.htm
(19)  RUTGERS UNIVERSITY -- FUTURE OF DISASTERS IN A GLOBALIZING WORLD CONFERENCE, APRIL 21-22, 2006 -- CALL FOR PAPERS:

August 29, 2005 -- Received from James K. Mitchell at Rutgers (The State University of New Jersey), a flier announcing a call for papers for this forthcoming conference.  For information on this conference contact Dr.

Mitchell at:  jmitchel@rci.rutgers.edu.

(20)  SYLLABI COMPILATION ADDITIONS:

August 31, 2005 -- Received from Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, updated copies of syllabi for four of his courses:  

-- Capstone In Emergency Management

-- Disaster Preparedness and Management

-- Disaster Response and Recovery

-- International Disasters

September 2, 2005 -- Received from Dr. Emil Pocock, Eastern Connecticut State University, a copy of his Fall Semester 2005 course "American Disasters."

Forwarded to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project website -- Syllabi Compilation section -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(21)  U.S. MUSLIMS FEEL SIDELINED IN TERRORISM FIGHT -- REUTERS DISPATCH:

August 30, 2005 -- Reuters Security Correspondent Caroline Drees article.

Excerpt:

"It's the position of just about every Muslim leader in the United States that the way you isolate extremists is to engage the mainstream.

Unfortunately we haven't seen much of that occurring in this administration," said Ibrahim Hooper, spokesman for the Council on American Islamic Relations.  

Community leaders and some experts say the country's estimated 3 million to

7 million Muslims are best placed to fight domestic extremists because only insiders can hope to challenge their radical ideologies or spot budding militants."

Full article can be accessed at:

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N30125292.htm
(22)  40,000 JIHADIS THREATEN EUROPE:  CLAIM -- UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL

ARTICLE:

September 1, 2005 -- Datelined Islamabad, reporting on three day seminar on "Global Terrorism" in Islamabad organized by Pakistan's Institute of Regional Studies.  Article can be accessed at:

http://about.upi.com/products/perspectives/UPI-20050831-025709-9850R
The agenda for the aforementioned conference can be accessed at:

http://www.irs.org.pk/
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