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Dr. James H. Savitt is an Associate Professor and Area Coordinator of the Emergency Management and Fire Services Administration Programs for the Empire State College Center for Distance Learning in Saratoga Springs, New York. The programs that he coordinates are offered exclusively online and are designed for those who are bringing in previous preparation from other institutions. Empire State College is a member of the Fire and Emergency Services Higher Education organization and an active participant in the Degrees at a Distance Program. In the emergency management area, Empire State College has a range of courses in the planning, management, and communications areas, and some special offerings that address public health and public policy areas. Unique to Empire State College’s program is the ability to individualize one’s degree program to a very large extent while still maintaining academic rigor and conforming to State University of New York standards for a degree.
Dr. Savitt is an economist by training, with more than 30 years of experience in energy matters—in higher education and in the electric power industry in particular. In addition, he has about 15 years of American Red Cross experience in the areas of health and safety, and in emergency services. The latter experience was a good fit with the power industry as both involved preparedness and response on a 24/7 basis as necessary. With the Red Cross, Dr. Savitt worked on local, statewide, and national planning initiatives, and he was a member of the local, statewide, and national disaster response teams.

Dr. Savitt’s background as an economist is not that far removed from parts of emergency management. The emergency manager must make decisions and choices both in the planning and preparedness stages, and in the response stage as well. Since economics is the study of how choices are made, he brings that approach to the emergency management higher education process.

Dr. Savitt is attending the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference for the first time and is eager to meet his counterparts and share ideas about what works in higher education in these particular disciplines. He also looks forward to learning about new initiatives that may help his students in their education. Almost all of the students in his programs are adults who are already working in the field, and they are very eager to bring new ideas and information to their jobs.

April 2, 2008


