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Mr. Richard A. Rotanz is a Consulting Professor of Emergency Management Programs at Adelphi University in Garden City, New York. He is the former Commissioner of the Office of Emergency Management of Nassau County, New York, who created the county’s first agency for emergency management as well as the first operations center and planning functions. Prior to his tenure in Nassau County, Mr. Rotanz was former Deputy Director of New York City’s Office of Emergency Management under Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, where he was responsible for re-instituting the destroyed emergency operations center at Pier 92, and managing the multi-organization response during the 9/11 tragedy. He has more than 35 years of experience in emergency management, fire protection (23 years in the New York City Fire Department), specialized rescue, hazardous materials incidents, nursing, and planning for all natural, civil, and technological hazards including acts of terrorism.
In 2004, Mr. Rotanz developed Adelphi’s graduate certificate program in emergency management to meet the distinct needs of the region and has served as an adjunct professor. In his new role, he will continue to assist the University in the development of programs in the area of emergency management, to include coordination of efforts to expand professional development opportunities for Long Island business leaders and their employees.

Mr. Rotanz earned a graduate degree in protection management from John Jay College, and he is pursuing a doctoral degree in public policy administration from Walden University.
Adelphi University is situated on Long Island, New York, a few miles east of New York City. The University currently has the Master’s Certificate in Emergency Management with the expectation of the Master’s in Emergency Management Studies to be approved and running in the near future. Some of the active courses are Introduction to Emergency Management, Planning and Coordination, Health Management in Times of Disaster, Emergency Management Law, Business Continuity Planning, Planning and Coordination, Leadership in Emergency Management, and Social and Organizational Preparedness. Additionally, the University has recently created an online Associates and Bachelor’s Degree in Emergency Services Administration.
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