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Mr. John F. Nihart is the Emergency Manager and Security Officer for the State of New Mexico Department of Health’s Scientific Laboratory Division. This laboratory is the State’s only public health laboratory responsible for all specimen testing for biological, chemical, and toxicological testing within the State. Mr. Nihart also serves as an assistant chemical terrorism laboratory coordinator for the State’s Level I laboratory, and as coordinator of the emergency response team for the tri-laboratory facility which includes the State’s veterinary diagnostic laboratory and for the office of the medical examiner. He is an active emergency planner for the State’s CHEMPACK and Strategic National Stockpile Preparedness Programs. He has held these positions for nearly 6 years.
Prior to moving to New Mexico, Mr. Nihart served as an Emergency Medical Services specialist for the State of Minnesota for more than 26 years. He has a concurrent law enforcement and public safety background along with his public health experience. Mr. Nihart is an active amateur radio operator and enjoys a variety of public service roles involving amateur radio, including emergency communications on field deployments for three separate amateur radio emergency service organizations.

Mr. Nihart holds a B.A. in organizational management and communications, and an M.S. in telecommunications. He has completed the Federal Emergency Management Agency Professional Development Series and numerous additional training courses including several instructor certifications in incident command and weapons of mass destruction courses.
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