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Mr. Robert Nelson works for a Native American Tribe in the San Diego County, California, area, where he holds the rank of Fire Battalion Chief, serving as both the Training Coordinator and as the Tribal Emergency Management Coordinator. He has been involved in both the fire and emergency management fields for more than 36 years, working up the ranks to the positions of fire chief, director of Emergency Services, and briefly as a city manager. Mr. Nelson has the distinction of being one of the first Certified Emergency Managers in the Nation (1993) as well as one of the first Chief Fire Officers (2001).

Mr. Nelson currently serves on a number of committees including: the San Diego County Training Officers Section; the Southwestern College District Fire Science Advisory Committee; and the International Association of Emergency Managers Tribal Affairs Committee as vice chairman. Over the years, Mr. Nelson has taught courses in local community colleges and has helped to develop bachelor and associate degree programs in the fields of fire technology and emergency management.

Mr. Nelson is attending this Conference in hopes of learning new methods of instruction dealing with Native American Communities in the field of emergency management through networking. He also wishes to suggest the concept of developing a new Integrated Emergency Management Course at the Emergency Management Institute which would address Wildland Fire: Preparedness and Response.
Mr. Nelson holds two master’s degrees: one in public administration and the other in criminal justice.
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