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Professor Kevin P. Kelley is the Deputy Chair of the National Security Decision Making Department at the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island, where he also teaches as a professor in the Policy Making and Process course. He oversees the efforts of 48 civilian professors and senior military officers from all military services in the development, administration, and execution of a constantly changing national security curriculum to more than 600 resident students and 2,000 distance education students. The resident students at the Naval War College are senior military officers from all U.S. military services and naval officers from more than 50 different countries, as well as senior civilian executives from various U.S. Federal agencies. U.S. students who successfully complete the year-long resident program are awarded a master’s degree in national security and strategic studies.
Professor Kelley’s expertise lies in the area of national security policy making, its implementation, and how policy is influenced. He has developed and executed programs on national security policy making, defense resource allocation processes, and national security strategy development in support of the George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies in Garmisch, Germany, and for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s Partnership for Peace. He has delivered education programs and lectures in more than a dozen countries.

A 1984 Distinguished Graduate of the Naval War College, Professor Kelley has an undergraduate degree in economics from the College of the Holy Cross and a master’s degree in administration from New Hampshire College. Mr. Kelley was awarded a U.S. Department of Defense Executive Leadership Development Program fellowship in 1994. He taught at the Marshall Center under a 1-year fellowship from July 1998 to June 1999. He is in his 22nd year of teaching at the Naval War College.

Professor Kelley is attending the Emergency Management Institute’s Higher Education Conference because part of his department’s curriculum addresses the role of the military and the Federal interagency process in supporting State and local agencies’ preparations for and responses to both natural disasters and terrorist attacks. The National Security Decision Making curriculum uses a teaching methodology that is heavily dependent on case studies. Included in the current curriculum are case studies written on Hurricane Katrina and the 9/11 attacks. These cases are used to demonstrate to the students the challenges and opportunities they will face in providing useful support to other Federal, State, and local agencies and non-governmental organizations in ensuring we are prepared, as a Nation, to deal with future disasters and possible terrorist attacks. Professor Kelley hopes to gain insight from other attendees to the Conference on the tools they use in their graduate-level programs to educate their students on these issues.
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