MARSHA HAWK
Administrative Director

Master of Science in Threat and Response Management Degree Program
Graham School of General Studies

University of Chicago

Chicago, Illinois

mhawk@uchicago.edu

Ms. Marsha Hawk is currently the Administrative Director of the Master of Science in Threat and Response Management (MScTRM) Degree Program at the Graham School of General Studies, University of Chicago. Ms. Hawk’s responsibilities include curriculum development, faculty recruitment and development, student retention and recruitment, and all administrative aspects relating to the MScTRM program.

The MScTRM is an interdisciplinary course of study in emergency preparedness. The program—launched in the fall of 2007—is offered in an executive format. Students learn all the relevant disciplines—how to prepare for, mitigate, respond to, and recover from complex incidents regardless of their size or cause. These incidents include, among others, terrorist attacks; biological, chemical, radiological, and nuclear threats; natural disasters; and disease outbreaks. The program is designed to enhance the abilities of public health practitioners and administrators, applied researchers, medical and nursing professionals, homeland security professionals, members of law enforcement, fire and emergency rescue personnel, and policy makers who are responsible for preserving and protecting the public’s health and safety.
The curriculum is offered in a cohort model, which allows students to interact as a group. During the first year of study, students are required to enroll in two courses per quarter. After completion of the core curriculum, students begin the second year of study by selecting one of two curricular concentrations (scientific or administrative). 
In addition to her responsibilities at the University of Chicago, Ms. Hawk is a doctoral candidate in Continuing, Adult, and Higher Education at Northern Illinois University. Her dissertation research focuses on the extent to which the coalescence of occupational groups around the common goal of emergency management aligns with the experiences of other professions. She poses a key question: should a core curriculum be developed at the graduate level to ensure that key competencies are being met as other occupational groups (e.g., public health practitioners and administrators, medical and nursing professionals, the military, environmental professionals, among others) enter into the emergency management field? Ms. Hawk’s goal is to trace the history of other professional groups that were at one time considered “emerging” fields to identify lessons that might apply to the field of emergency management.

Ms. Hawk is attending the Conference to network with others who are responsible for the development and implementation of similar programs, as well as to keep abreast of recent developments in the field that might affect her program and research.
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