THOMAS E. DRABEK, Ph.D.
John Evans Professor Emeritus

University of Denver

Denver, Colorado

zted@dd-do.com
Dr. Thomas E. Drabek is the John Evans Professor Emeritus at the University of Denver in Denver, Colorado. He retired from the University of Denver in 2004 after conducting disaster research for more than 40 years. He has continued writing and lecturing in the emergency management field at a reduced pace since retirement. Currently, he has several articles, book chapters, and conference papers in process. He also is compiling a series of essays based on his lectures for a book entitled The Human Side of Disaster. In August 2007, Dr. Drabek received the E.L. Quarantelli Theory Award for “outstanding contributions to social science disaster theory” from the International Research Committee on Disasters, International Sociological Association. As the third recipient of this award, he was invited to give a lecture at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association in New York City. An expanded version (117 pages) of this lecture is available in the “papers section” of the Higher Education Project Website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/highpapers.asp.
Dr. Drabek is interested in the continued evolution of emergency management programs, especially the theoretical underpinnings and interfaces with related areas like Homeland Security. He hopes to collect ideas regarding these issues, new social science-oriented research focused on post-disaster responses, and newer theoretical applications within emergency management such as social problems perspectives.
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