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Dr. John R. Carruthers serves as the Program Chair of the Public Safety Management Program, and Lead Faculty for undergraduate Business Ethics. He joined the faculty at Franklin University in April 2007, after completing more than 35 years of service as a law enforcement officer. He began his law enforcement career with the Virginia Beach Police Department after completing a 4-year tour of active duty with the U.S. Marine Corps. Subsequently, Dr. Carruthers served for nearly 25 years with the Columbus, Ohio, Division of Police. He served the final 10 years of his law enforcement career as chief of the Bexley, Ohio, Police Department. Dr. Carruthers’ long history of leadership in public safety is complemented by more than 20 years of combined active duty and reserve service in the U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Army Reserve, and the Ohio National Guard, in both non-commissioned and commissioned ranks.
Franklin University is a private, not-for-profit university that was founded in 1902, with a current student enrollment of more than 10,000 students annually. Franklin offers 19 undergraduate majors and 3 graduate programs. Franklin’s diverse student population includes representation from 48 States and more than 300 international students representing 62 countries. Franklin’s main campus is located in downtown Columbus, Ohio, and there are three suburban locations in the central Ohio area. Finally, nearly 60 percent of all of Franklin’s courses are offered online.
Franklin University added a B.S. degree in public safety management in 1999. The University is currently developing a new course titled, Emergency Management and Homeland Security, for the Public Safety Management Program. In addition, Franklin University is considering the addition of a second B.S. degree in safety and security management. One of the options in the new degree under consideration would be a concentration in emergency management/homeland security.

Dr. Carruthers’ interest in attending the Emergency Management Institute Higher Education Conference is related to gathering information and developing contacts to support the effort to add emergency management and homeland security courses to Franklin University’s curriculum.
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