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Dr. Rick Bissell is an Associate Professor of Emergency Health Services, and Graduate Program Director at the University of Maryland Baltimore County. He has worked as an emergency health services researcher and educator since the mid-1970s. A former paramedic with training in preventive medicine/epidemiology, health services administration, emergency management, and international relations, his work has encompassed the intersection of emergencies and public health in more than a dozen countries, and numerous States and localities.
Dr. Bissell’s research in disaster epidemiology and disaster health services, encompassing more than 20 peer-reviewed articles and book chapters, has been well recognized. For more than 5 years, he headed the team that developed and implemented training for medical and logistics response teams within the U.S. Public Health Service’s (later Department of Homeland Security) National Disaster Medical System. He has worked with and consulted to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; the U.S. Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance; the German National Committee on Global Change Research; the Federal Emergency Management Agency Emergency Management Institute (EMI); the American Red Cross; and numerous local, State, and national governments.

Dr. Bissell is currently conducting research on major challenges to human survival, using a combined public health and emergency management paradigm to both understand threatening dynamics and seek potential mitigation and response strategies. He is also heading up the team that is developing the EMI course on preparedness and response to catastrophes.
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