 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SAUNDRA K. SCHNEIDER is Professor, Associate Chair, and Director of Graduate Studies in the Department of Political Science at Michigan State University. She is also a member of the Instructional Staff at the ICPSR Summer Training Program in Quantitative Methods of Social Research at the University of Michigan.

Professor Schneider joined the faculty at Michigan State University in 2003. Prior to that, she held academic positions at the University of South Carolina, the Ohio State University, the University of Missouri, and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She also held several administrative positions before arriving at MSU. She served as the Director of the Master's of Public Administration and the Director of Graduate Studies in the Department of Government and International Studies at the University of South Carolina, the Program Evaluation Administrator for the Ohio Department of Human Services, and the Health Planning Administrator for the Ohio Department of Health. She received her Ph.D. in Political Science, with a concentration in public policy analysis and evaluation, from the State University of New York at Binghamton in 1980.

Professor Schneider was selected as the Public Administrator of the Year for the State of South Carolina in 1999. She won the Mosher Award, along with William G. Jacoby and Jerrell D. Coggburn, for the "Best Article by an Academic" in Public Administration Review in 1997. She is currently on the Executive Councils of the Midwest Political Science Association and the Public Policy Section of the American Political Science Association. She has served as the President and Secretary-Treasurer of the State Politics and Policy Section of the American Political Science Association, and on the Executive Councils of the Southern Political Science Association, the State Politics and Policy Section of the APSA, and the National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration.

Professor Schneider is the author of Flirting with Disaster: Public Management in Crisis Situations (M.E. Sharpe, 1995). She is currently working on a second edition of this book which will be published in 2008. In this research, she looks at the ability of governmental agencies to manage the disruptive effects of natural disasters. She uses case-studies of Hurricane Hugo, Hurricane Andrew, and Hurricane Katrina to identify the factors that contribute to effective responses to disasters and the conditions under which relatively minor crises may lead to system breakdowns. 

