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Dr. Porto has been a member of the faculty in Health Policy and Administration since 1988. He as been director of the Executive Programs (EP), programs that offer degrees to working professionals in distance education format, since 1989. He has been overall director of the Disaster Management Programs since 2001. Dr. Porto designed a 4-course certificate program in Community Preparedness and Disaster Management that covers 24 topics relevant to disaster management. Dr. Porto has designed and obtained approval for a Master of Science in Disaster Management to be offered at UNC-Chapel Hill in distance format starting in the spring of 2008. 
He has taught the Mitigation Issues and the Cost Benefit Module in the Community Preparedness and Disaster Management Certificate program. Dr. Porto is currently designing a Bachelor of Science in Disaster Management in distance education format using internet technologies.
Dr. Porto is Principal Investigator for a Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant for the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill campus and serves on the Executive Committee of the North Carolina Institute of Disaster Studies.
Dr. Porto served 14 years in the US Marine Corps and US Marine Corps Reserve as a helicopter pilot, five years on active duty. He served as NBC Defense officer for HMM 161 and attended advanced training in NBC while on active duty. His unit received the highest rating in the Wing on NBC defense readiness. Dr. Porto’s last promotion was to Lt.Col.

Dr. Porto’s primary interest in disaster management is to contribute to its development as a profession and as a discipline. The Higher Education Conference has become a key conference in bringing together educators and practitioners to address issues and to develop guidelines for the advancement of the profession. 
