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Why are Washington’s community and technical colleges

involved in homeland security efforts?

In October 1999, Governor Locke instructed the state’s Emergency Management Council and the Washington Military Department to form a Committee on Terrorism to develop and recommend statewide strategies that address threats and acts of terrorism through mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery activities. The Committee has since been renamed the Committee on Homeland Security (CHS).

One of the objectives of the Training Subcommittee of the CHS is to provide effective and comprehensive education for all emergency responders statewide. A multi-disciplinary training system will be developed utilizing nationally recognized standards to provide all emergency responders with training, certification and credentialing. It is estimated that 101,000 responders need to be trained to the awareness level by the year 2006. Washington’s community and technical colleges are uniquely situated to provide training across the entire state. 
“The key to the success of almost every industry cluster is the presence of a labor force with the appropriate skills for and knowledge of the industries located within the commuting boundaries of the cluster.”(Gov. Lock, 2003) Therefore, community and technical colleges are best suited to meet industry needs when they attain specialization and offer flexible, high quality training programs that support regional targeted industries.



Center of Excellence for Homeland Security

Washington State community and technical college’s Centers of Excellence are flagship 

institutions that (1) help build and sustain our State’s business and industry’s competitive 

advantage through systemic fast and flexible education and training programs, and (2) create educational pathways for individuals seeking opportunities for high wage careers.



Centers of Excellence:

· Focus on a targeted industry that drives economic development in Washington State; 

· Are linked to High Demand and High Wage programs;

· Have an established reputation for innovative, flexible, and responsive education and training that supports the targeted industry needs;

· Function as a “one-stop” shop for the targeted industry by providing a library of resources, data, and information that includes but is not limited to current labor market forecasts, the future direction of the targeted industry, leading edge educational programs, and diverse educational delivery methods that can be used to support community and technical college response to the targeted industry

· Provide coordination, support, coaching, and mentoring to other community and technical colleges serving the targeted industry;

· Support seamless educational transition through K-20 collaborations and articulations; 

· Lead or participate in industry Skills Panels and use industry defined skills standards as a basis for educational programs; 

· Create and disseminate educational “best practices” used to serve the targeted industry.

The Pierce College Homeland Security COE is a coalition of 34 Community and technical colleges, public agency, and private sector organizations dedicated to delivering dynamic Homeland Security training state wide.   The Homeland Security COE:

· Serves as system leader for all 34 Community and Technical Colleges

· Forms Advisory Committee and facilitates related meetings

· Provides logistics Management for education and training programs

· Facilitates curriculum development in related programs across the system 

· Researches and seeks Funding sources at National, State and Local levels
· Connects with Fed/State Educational Resources across multiple disciplines

· Disseminates Information and Markets the COE 

· Facilitates articulation processes for certificate and degree programs within the system and with appropriate partners.

· Establishes a resource library

· Build training capacity and 
· Sustainable infrastructure to implement ODP coursework

The Pierce College COE is also currently responsible for a Workforce Training Board funded Homeland Security Skills Panel which is designed to Harnesses the expertise of leaders in business, labor, education, and economic development to identify workforce development strategies in this industry.

Mike Campbell, Director

Center of Excellence for Homeland Security

Pierce College

253-912-3622

mcampbel@pierce.ctc.edu
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