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My name is Michael Gilbride and I am graduating from the University of Akron with a B.S. in Emergency Management. I will begin graduate studies this summer at The University of Akron in the Master of Public Administration Program. I will be specializing in emergency management and homeland security policy.  I was recently presented with the 2007 Outstanding Student Award from the University of Akron’s Emergency Management Program. 

I found the Emergency Management undergraduate program at The University of Akron to be an in depth study of current practices in the fields of emergency management and homeland security. It also provided a detailed examination of the theories of mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. The program also directed me to examine current issues in these fields and what policies and procedures must be implemented to reduce the nation’s exposure to human and natural threats.

In conjunction with my academic career, I am employed with the Akron Police Department. I have spent the last five years of my career as an undercover narcotics detective conducting investigations concerning drug trafficking, money laundering and murder.  I am also a member of the Akron Police Department’s Homeland Security Committee, assigned to assist in the implementation of a sustainable framework for the City of Akron in response to natural and human disasters.  I spent three years of my career as a member of the Akron Police Department SWAT Team where I participated in search and arrest warrants and high-risk entries. The City of Akron presented me with the 2004 Officer of the Year Award. 

