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Mr. Gentry is on the faculty at UNC-Chapel Hill and is the Director of the Community Preparedness and Disaster Management (CPDM) Certificate Program within the Department of Health Policy and Administration, located in the School of Public Health. Mr. Gentry not only directs the CPDM but instructs in the program teaching modules on state organization for disaster response, issues in disaster management, and exercise design. In April of this year, the university announced the approval of the Master of Science in Disaster Management degree, which Mr. Gentry also assists in coordinating. 
Mr. Gentry is the main representative of UNC’s disaster management programs to the first responder community.  Prior to joining UNC, Mr. Gentry worked for the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management for more than 15 years in progressively more responsible positions.  He is an Executive Board member of the State Animal Response Team (SART) since 2003. In addition, he has responded to the World Trade Center disaster in New York City as part of a national overhead team, responded to the Red River Flood disaster in North Dakota, Hurricane Andrew in Homestead, Florida, responded to 8 major East Coast hurricanes, run statewide operations for several tornados, floods and ice storms, and most recently deployed as the incident commander of a state incident management team to assist Mississippi in coordination of animal sheltering and recovery issues after Hurricane Katrina. 
In the private sector, Mr. Gentry ran State Operations for the 1999 Special Olympics World Summer Games in North Carolina, and managed the Olympic Square Venue for the 2002 World Winter Games in Salt Lake City, Utah. Mr. Gentry also enjoys training and is an adjunct instructor with the Federal Emergency Management Institute, the National Institute of Corrections, the North Carolina Community College system and the North Carolina State Animal Response Team where he participates in sharing the SART concept nationally with other states.

The curriculum for the Community Preparedness and Disaster Management Certificate Program consists of four graduate level courses – each taking 12 weeks to complete. The courses are taught entirely online and the certificate is completed in one year. The program admits a cohort every January and July, and is currently admitting its tenth cohort. Alumni represent over half of the one hundred counties in North Carolina, twenty three states and Canada. Classes include emergency management personnel, veterinarians, fire and medical responders, public health officials, military personnel, private sector and community leaders. The goal of the new Masters of Science in Disaster Management goal is to train and develop the next generation of top disaster management and emergency management executive leaders – those who will be managing and leading many of the most important disaster related organizations in the U.S. and around the world. 
