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The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) is hosting the 10th Annual By-Invitation Emergency Management Conference June 4-8, 2007, for representatives of colleges and universities which (1) have an existing hazard, disaster, emergency management program in place, or (2) are attempting to develop and implement a hazard, disaster, emergency management program on their campus (e.g., a degree, certificate, minor, or concentration).  The conference will be held on the grounds of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s National Emergency Training Center (NETC) in Emmitsburg, Maryland – about 75 miles northwest of Washington, DC.

The primary goal of the conference is to provide a forum for academics to discuss problems and issues surrounding hazard, disaster, and emergency management educational programs – such as program and course development, student recruitment and placement, discussing challenges setting up, maintaining and growing a new program, core curriculum, standards, certification, accreditation, international disaster management, recent survey results, and making hazard, disaster, and emergency management courses more interesting and relevant.  In addition, the conference provides Higher Education Project course users a chance to meet with course developers, representatives of stakeholder organizations (federal, state, local and private sector), and to exchange notes on teaching hazard, disaster, emergency management and homeland security college courses.  
Several conference workshops will be held on Monday June 4, 2007, including workshops on the National Incident Management System, “GIS in Emergency Management,” and an “Introduction to ArcGIS.”  Participants in these conference workshops will be able to use the June 3rd, Sunday evening, NETC shuttle buses from area airports.  Please check the available time and airport location when you receive your acceptance package.  Space for workshops is limited and will be assigned on a first come basis.  Applications for the workshops must be completed and returned to our Admissions office at the address below or faxed to (301) 447-1441. 
Conference Plenary presentations are scheduled to begin at 8:30 am on Tuesday, June 5th and conclude at approximately 5:00 pm on Thursday, June 7th.  EMI will provide no-cost on-campus single-room housing for the first 200 invited participants.  Other participants will need to stay in local motels.  Hotel and transportation information is available on the Higher Education website at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/li.asp.   
Participants staying on campus must purchase a meal ticket.  Choice of meal plans are:  

$74.40 Monday dinner through Friday lunch; 

$55.80 Monday dinner through Thursday lunch; 

$47.15 Tuesday breakfast through Thursday lunch.  

All three choices include coffee breaks and a cookout on Tuesday evening, June 5th.  

Participants staying off campus will need to purchase a break ticket in the amount of $9.00, payable to Guest Services on the first day of the conference.  All off campus participants may eat any meal on campus on a cash basis only.  There will be a “Log Cabin” cookout the evening of the 5th.  Those without meal tickets should expect to pay $9.08 to Guest Services for the cookout.  If you have family members or guests traveling with you and you would like to being them to the cookout you will need to pay for those meals in the cafeteria, and notify staff in advance so that security notification can be made.

Please note that since this is a conference, unlike EMI’s training courses, transportation expenses will not be reimbursed and are the responsibility of the attendees.  EMI will, however, provide transportation to EMI from the Baltimore-Washington International airport only on Monday June 4th at 7:00 pm and back to BWI Airport on Friday, June 8th leaving at approximately 9:30am.  EMI is approximately a 90 minute drive from Dulles, Reagan National or Baltimore Washington airports.  

Security at NETC has changed considerably.  All visitors entering campus will be asked for a photo ID, their vehicle will be searched, a temporary Visitor photo ID and temporary Parking Permit will be issued and they will be advised where to park.  Visitor ID must be worn at all times.  All visitors are being advised to bring two 2 photo IDs.  Our security level can occasionally change rather abruptly.  If this happens while you are traveling to NETC we want to make sure you will be allowed on campus.  New security measures are requiring a longer check-in time particularly for the first day of the conference.  Off-campus participants should be on campus ready to check-in by 7:30am.  This will allow enough time to be issued a visitor photo ID, acquire parking permit, park and register for the conference.  
If you wish to attend, please fill out the FEMA General Admissions Application (FEMA Form 75-5) and return it to the admissions office at the following address or fax it to (301) 447-1658.

National Emergency Training Center

Office of Admissions, Room I – 216

16825 South Seton Avenue 

Emmitsburg, MD 21727
The conference and the conference workshops require separate applications.  All applications must be completed and returned to the Admissions office at the above address.  
If you have any questions, please contact the Higher Education Project Manager, Dr. Wayne Blanchard at wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov (phone (301) 447-1262), or the Higher Education Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov (phone (301) 447-1452).

