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PROFILE 
Thomas Birkland is an associate professor of public administration and policy in the Nelson A. Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy at the State University of New York at Albany. He is currently serving as Program Director of the Infrastructure Management and Hazard Response program in the Division of Civil and Mechanical Systems, Directorate for Engineering, NSF. 

Professor Birkland’s research focuses on the influence of natural, humanly-caused, and technological disasters on the policy process. He has written several articles about disasters, hazards and crisis, as well as two books, After Disaster (1997) and Lessons of Disaster (forthcoming, 2006), both from Georgetown University Press. He has served on committees for the National Research Council and the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute, and his recent research has focused on the nature and extent of damage to the tourist economies in Thailand in along the Gulf Coast that resulted from the 2004 Tsunami and from Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
He is attending the conference as a program officer at NSF, and hopes to learn about the state of the art in teaching emergency management and policy at all levels of higher education. 

